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TO THE 
Truly Vertuous and 


Religious, my ever ho- 
noured Dad 8 * 
+'oi 
Malorne de. 


The Sure mercies of David 8 


5 tal either Relig) 
2 | Ovility' have YE 


( which 45 . its Pedigree 
from the vaine$t dſſtutation;”) td _ 
prone any adequate ati fas 1 
for tho 1 re len- 
ſed to male me the ſubjeiF e 1 R 
defigue 3 | | 


| The | Eviſtl 


to Jour ſelfe and the world, that 1 
am really thankeful, or heartily de- a 
fre to be ſo. - 
The following 1 reatiſe which con- 
cernes the Covenant of Grace, 7 
cammend rather to your Practice 
then protection; It's true, it is an 
Orphane, entertaifie it for the Fathers 
ſake, and I ſhall underta le you ſhall 
gaine no mean ſatiſ faction for jour 
painec. 
The two ſmaller Tracłs at the end, 
are of gooa uſe to thoſe for whom 
they are intended, 
In tbe firſt the Reverend Author 
wndertakes a good Office, which is, 
to become Umpire betwizxt diſſenting 
Brethren. . Next to their not falling 
out, the beſt thing is to agree: 1 have 
- often bt that 3 if men did more 
attend to the intereſts of grace, and 
were leſſe particular in their ends, 
the quarrels about the way. would not 
he — endleſſe. | 
2, to * luer Trad, about the | 
Magiſtrates J. 


' comprehend boly things, aud the 


Dedicatory. 

Magi ſtrater power in matters touch- 
wg firſt Table 3 . Of late dayes it 
bath fallen muth nnder 'Queition ; 
wiſe and good men who have attend- 
ed to the Scripture with a ſingle eye, 

have looked upon the Magiſtrate as 
The Miniſter of God, a revenger 
to Execute wrath upon him that 
doth EVILL, Rom. 13. 4. Un- 
der the name of Evil comprehending 
* hat ſoever is committed about ho 

ly things : Children are command- | 
ed obedience to their Parents in all yup. a4 
things, Col. 3. 20. + All things, — 


8. vig 


command of a ſatheris leſſe then that i= 
of the Supreme Magiſtrate. 2 
That which relates in ibi: hint =p i 
Book tothe Covenant of Grace, I aum. aut 
mend to your ſpecial meditations — 
every truth hath its value, but me Pati eu 
equall concernment unto. 4 HE 


The Epiſtle 
quiſition, then thi- myſtery that 
25 been hid from ages and Ge- 


V 
nerations, Coloſ. 1. 26. compre» 7 
 h:nded in the Covenant of Gracc, . 
which is a Conſtellation of great . 
and precious Promiſes, communi- o 
cating the moſi beneficiall influen- 9 
ces of rich, everlaſting and undeſer- 
ved merces, by Jeſ us hriſt the Me- 
diator of ih Covenant o the neede « 
of loſt, beavy loaden ſinners. 0 
15051. 15 the City of Refuge, and || 
ſereſt Sanctuary, to which diſtreſſed | ( 
ſoules have alwayes ſied, ana found 
ſecurity when the billowes and the 
waves of temptation have beat upon || 
_ them; here they bave ſucceſs fully caſs | : 
| the Anchor of their hopes z, for The | 


Mountaines ſhall depart, and the 
hills be removed, but my kind.- 
neſſe hall not depart from thee, 
neither ſhall the COVENANT 
of my peace be removed, faith the 
Lord that hath mercy on thee. 
Oh thou afflicted and toſſed with 


tem- 
* 


Dedicatory. 
tempeſts, and not comforted, 1 
will, c. Iſai. 54. 10, 11, 12. 

» | They onely know how much ſweeter 
, | then the honey and the Honey-comb, : 
; | the large contents E the Covenant 1 11. 2 
; of Grace are , who have taſted the lookes ups: 
grace of that Covenant. ” —— — 
The ſpirituall ſenſe which you bave ſichk 
of theſe things, hath been ſo rightly |, r 
exerciſed, that your experience er- : 
ceeds allthe Arguments of knowledge baue much, 
| | that Tam able to adminiſter. But this r . 
Covenant being our Grand Charter, Js loch 
and the great reaſom of our hopes for upon hi 
another life, I refer you to the pernſall Nb 
of the following Treatiſe, and ſball lum. 
in the mean time beſpeak a bleſſing 9 
from Heaven upon your meditations af. I 
init. 1 N of 

1 ion not but ſtill you purſue . 
that Ls 2 bs  Religiom „ 
which many are wanting to them · Tranſla- 
— in ; and 45 is ny"; „ 

om unedifying diſputes 8 
ſtions, — have added e 75 
0 44 Chriſtianity 


The Epiſtle 
and a loſſe of the vitalls of Godlj- 


ous houres, which you have impro- 


you. wo | 
Hold faſt that which you have 


* 


Chr iſtianity 5 but diſcord, ſcruple, 
neſſe, beſides the expence of preci- 


ved io more canſiderable advantages. 
To run well, let nothing hinder 


en e dt fras . 


tures fitted to comply with any 
ſternptation: Let him be conquerour, 


i pleaſed to let out his chaine, and'y | 
Iten he comes againe. Be we faithfull cauſe of me. | 


ſtabliſh, ſtrengthen, ſettle you. 


> 
or conquered , he is reſtleſſe: He vide Mat. 
may goe away for a ſeaſon, till God 01 Al 


to the death, and there is a Crowne 
of life provided for 6. Now the | 
God of all grace, who hath cal- 1 Fet. 3. 10 
led us into his eternall glory by 
Chriſt Jeſus, after you have ſuffe. 
red a while, make you perfect, 


So prayes 


Tour very much obliged Friend 


in the bonds of the Goſpel. 


W. RETCHFTORDE 


1 bl 


F either Author or Mat- 


w AC 


1 18 ter may tend to com- 
„ i) A--: - 

TEG4959 mend any Treatiſe, I 
might take occaſion from both 


theſe reſpects to ſpeak to the high 
commendation of all theſe three 
enſuing Treatiſes; the Authors 
of them being ſuch as whoſe 
commendations are in the gates 
of all the daughters of Zion, and 
Itherefore need not Epiſtles of 
Commendation from any others. 
The Name of Mr. John Cotton{the 
Author of the two former) be- 
Jing like a precious Ointment 
Jpowred forth; and although his 

bleſſed 
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To the Reader. | 


bleſſed foul be now amidſt the 
ſpirits of juſt men made perfect 


in the heavenly Jeruſalem that is 


above; yet his holy works and 
Jabours left beh ind him, doe(and 


T truſt ever will ) ſpeak to the * 


Saints, to the Churches here be- 
low, both in the preſent and alſo 
future Generations yet unborn. 


Neither doth the other ( viz. the 
third, that concerning the Power | 
of Magiſtrates in matters of the firſt | 
Table) ſeem to claim any lower 
deſcent, being indeed a Reſalt of a 
meeting of divers rev rend and god + 


y Elders of ſeverall Churches in 
the Maſathuſets Plantation in New 
England, An. 1646. where both 


the bead and heart of the fore- 


named reverend and precious 


man was alſo preſent, amongſt 


thoſe approved workmen who 
need not to be aſhamed. 
And as for the Atatter which 


they do treat of, tis the eftabliſh- - 


rr, 


To the Rader. | 
ment of Peace both Spiritaab, viz. 
{| ofa beleeving ſoul with the Lord 
in the Covenant of Grace, as in the 
firſt Treatiſe : and Eccleſpaſtical, 
| viz. between the Brethren and 
Churches of the, Presbyteriaxe and 
Congregational way, as in theſe- 
cond - and alſo Politicall, vis. be- 
tween Magiſtrates and people in 
point of power and Juriſcliction, a- 
bo matters belonging to the 
I firſt Table, as in the third Trea- 
| tiſe. How well theſe. things are 
here ſpoken unto, I ſhall willing 
ly leave tothe godly and learned 
Readers to judge. 4 
I ſhall only deſire to give a brief 


. 


¶ account of the publiſhing ofthem 
to the world, that the Reader 
may undoubtedly aſſure himſelf 
that theſe. are neither ſpurious 
Copies, nor ſurreptitiouſly put 
r OD» 5 
The Treatiſe of the New'Co- 
venant having been taken Sons | 
7 he. 


To the Reader, | 
the Authors mouth in Preachs 
ing, was afterward preſented un- 
to him with deſire of his peruſal 
and emendation of it; which be. 
ing done ( and indeed the inter- 
livings of his owne hand doe 
plainly teſtifie his correcting of 
it) he delivered back, not long 
before his death, into the hands 
of a Gentleman, (one of the 
Church in Boſton there ) who co- 
ming over hither, and being a- 
bout to return, left it with me to 
tanke order for the Printing of it: 
That of the Queries I had from 
the Reverend Author himfelf (my 
moſt Honoured friend) in a let. 
ter from him, with liberty ( ĩf it 
might be thought meet ) of pub- 
liſhing of it: At my coming over 
from that Country (which was 
about a year before his death) 


= PF  - wi ew ww 
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2 SO OO Ohm ren een 


he delivered unto me the ſame}; 


for ſubſtance, but in another 
Form, vis. in 12 Propoſitions, and 
| therefore 


To the Raader. 
therefore did then. expreſſe his 
unwillingneſs to yield to the im- 
preſſion of them ( being moved 
thereunto by a Reverend Elder 
then preſent with us_) by reaſon 
Cas he ſaid) they were ſet down 
by way of Propoſitions ; but af - 
terward the Lord having direct · 
ed him to mould them into ano- 

ther model (turning the twelve 
| Propoſitions into eleven 
ries) he was pleaſed to ſend them 
over unto me as here they are 


OJ preſented. He was a man of pe: 


of a very ſweet ſpirit, and had a 
ſpeciall faculty of compoſing dif- 
"| ferences. in the .judgements oi 
Brethren :. and thus much I ſhall 


erave liberty to teſtifie of by, 
Ther badete Pantene of 


r occaſions Hach was conſtantly 


upon him, he was nat without 
{care ahout the Peace and welfare 
of the Churches abroadzand not, 
1] withſtanding his ſo vaſt a diſtanoe 
= in 


To the Reader. 
in body from the Churches and 
Saints in his Native Countrey, 
yet he had great thoughts of heart 
for the Diviſion of his Brethren 
here, being ſeriouſly ſtudious 
how to compoſe and heale their 
breaches:He hath ſometimes ſaid 
unto me being privately toge- 
*ther, Brother I perceive there is 
A great gravamen which the one. 


ce party it uch offended at with the \ 


other, I pray let as findy how we 

© nay caſe-and remove it. From 
that ſolicitous care it was that he 
drew up theſe 11 Queries, unto 
which (may it be without of- 
fence ) I ſhall be bold to add one 
more to make up the number e- 


ven and round, the which I doe 


reſume that our Merend and 
— friend would not have 
been averſe unto, had he been on 


earth; to have been conſulted 


withall. 3 
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\Refmit of a Synod at Cam- 


come to my hands) was! | 
ſent over unto me from a Reve- 
rend Friend (one that was 

ſent at that Aſſembly) deſiring 
mee earneſtly ( intimating alſo _ 
that 'twas not his owne deſire 
only ) to procure the Printing 
of it, as conceiving it might 


prove very uſefyll for the pre- 
en 


t ſeaſon. 
Now theſe three little Treati- 
ſes being in mine hand (through 
providence ). t and each 
of them ſomewhat too ſmall to 
put forth ſeverally, I was the 
more witting (efpectatiyappre- 
.. 
t to in 
one ſmall Volume, as they 
came from one and the ſame 
place, ſo to ſend them forth as 
A Com- 


Moe 


4 panions together: aid oh 

— the —— and _— of 
the Spirit of Chriſt may go along 
— — — uſefull 

and profitable unto the Readers 

or Hearers of them! 
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fol. 

Doctor Hold worths Works, 
compleat. 4» 
Mr. cyl fifth Vollume, on 
Job. 4% 
Mr. GreenbiPs ſecond Voll: 
on Ezekiel. 4. 
. by Mr. Cra- 
dock. 4* 
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Mr. Lockjers Works. 4%. 

|. Andrew's Carcchiſticall Do- 
Qrine. 80. | 

Simpſon of Fuſtification. go. 


Ainſworth's Communion. 8. 
. 2 Arrow 38ſt T. 
: 2 „ 
Welch Teſfament. 905. 
The Saints e, by Sam- 
el Richard ay go. 


Gaule of Witches. go, 
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The Contento of the Treatiſe 


concerning the Covenant. 


Doc. Hat God in the Covenant gave 
him ſelſe to be a God unto 4 
brabam and his ſeed, and received Abre- 
bam and his Seed to be his people, and 
took Chrift to be the Mediat aur and 
Surety of this Covenant between both. 
Page 4. 
In which are theſe 3 _ 
x That God gave bimſelfe to Abraham 


2 * a * 2 we 8 9 * N 3 2 WE OY 
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to be a God to bin and bit Seed. 5.7, 


Here is confidered,' 
1 What tis for God to give bimſelfe to 
Abraham. 3 
Viz. 1 The whole nature of God in 
bis Perſons and Attributes. $. 
2 Alb the Ordinances, Grea- 
ä tures, and works of God. 10. 
. 2: The Order of Gods giving in the Cove 


nant. 14. 
Viz. 1 God doth firſt give, and not 


9 | Bd. 
2 Godalſo is the firſt thing th 
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a 3 3 The 
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The Contents. - 


3 — Manner of giving, vis. freely — 3 


5 But "the Lord required thet be gad 
bim ſelſe back again. Anſwered, 16. 
Ker Lord required bim to circumciſe 


bis Seed, an ſwered. * 17. 
2 How the. Lord doth take Ahraham 
and bis Seed to be bis people. .& 19. 
By PR them 7 Bondage. 20. 
' by a ſpirit of Burning. 21. 


By taking poſſeſſion of them by bis ſpirit. 24+ 
Convince the  ſoule of 


unbelie ſe. 26. 


Which mn doth \ Work Faith, and wiites- 


to Chriſt by ſome Pro- 
miſe of grace. 26. 
Qu IWhetber may not true Faith be built 
#2 q Conditionall Promiſe, anſwered. 
29. ſee 56. 
Frem Union fobowetb n 
. with Chriſt in all ſpiritual Bleſings. 


tion 
Relative, as 3 227 . 5 
Viz. < Poſitive, wrought in us,.45 


Santtification, 234. 

Gloriſi cation. 35s 
3 How the Lord did conſtitute Jeſus Chriſt 
to be the Mecdiatgur of the Coven: 7.36. 
By receiving bim, the Son of the Virgin 


Mary, | 


* 


The Contents; 


Mary; to-be one perſon with the ſours 
the Trinity. 
2 phony tn to be — Me- 
diatour 0 
In fili 5 ' bim with al ſulneſſe, to hea 
King, Prieſt, and Prophet. 37. 
In bis per forming whatever is regal red 


en our parts. 


Ut; f 
(1 it teacheth the difference between 
the Covenant of Works & of Grace. 39. 
1 In the one, al is given the con- 
dition of obedience; in tbe otber not. ibid. 
2 The Covenant of Grace i built. "pr 
on a free Promiſe of Grace, the other 
ſomething elſe, 4s Ordinances, Duties, &c, 


4 

3 In the Continuance: the B 7 
of the one ( a Juftification and San . 
fication) doe abide, the other not fo, 4 

Two ſorts of Hypoerites baue 4 hou of © 
IauTification. 

Vis Waſhed Swine, and Goates. 44 
* Goates fall ſhort of Sheep in two 
t 

1 Goats are Capricious, affe Jing 


nency. 


of [beep b 4 


FY 


e IN 


ſweet 


AI In reſpe@ of the Mediator, both of | 

tbe one and the other. ibid. 
2 Ic yieldeth an Argument againſt 
the Body of Arminianiſme. 48. 
E 3 Gods people are to reſpect them 
that are under a Covenant of Vorkęs, 
and not be hopeleſſe of their Salvation. 


49» 
4 It helps co clear ſundry Queſtions 


about the Covenant. 51. 
1 Qa. What is the firſt Gift that ever 
the Lord giveth to the Ele? 52. 


Anſ. He giveth Himſelf, and not ſaving 
Preparations firſt. ibid. 
2 Qu. M betber are the Bleſſings of the 
Covenant given before faith to apply them? 
| 55˙ 

Anſ. The Spirit is given to work fo. 
— | ibid. 


3 Q, Whether thePcomiſe wherein 
the Lord giveth Himſelfe, be abſolute or 
conditionall ? "6 

-* Anſ. It abſolute. _ *bbid. 

4 Qu. Whether a mans Union with 

Chritt may be evidenced by bis SanQifi- 

catton? Anſwered in ſoure Propoſitions, 


7 * ; Tos 5 
1 Propof. That a Sanctification "which 
the Terrours of the Law may produce, is n 
15 3 


+ ev 


* 


— — i | 
1 oot from it /pringeth. 61. 
2 TheRule by which*tis guided. 67. 
3 The End at which it aimeth, - 70. 
2 Propoſ. a 
many times dark unto a Cbriſtian. 4 
3 Propoſ. That true — 
not diſcernable before Faith be diſcerned. 


4 Propoſ. There is areall — 
between legall and Evangelical Sancti- 
E and wherein it lyeth, 

Qu. Of what uſe — 


K. ) 1 not to . 
Anſ. There is a tbree fold uſe 182 


) Before Union with Chrift both for 

Doctrine. 87. 

Inſtruction. 88. 

Exhortation. 29. 

Anda three-fold 22 tbe Promi- 
ſes have before IInion. 


Viz. Of :-:-.. ibid, 
Rl 6 eto n vib⸗ 
* out excuſe. | | 1 
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The Content 
m Union with, Chrift, 


8 


1 For Dodtrine, that all . 2 
ii Chrif. 
2 For Inftruftion where to looke 7 
Qualific ions. — 
3 To ffir up to Prayer. 
4 To beſp to diſcern our ſpiritual F 
8. 


9 
5 To worke the Qualifications and 
Condieions of ibe Promiſes. in u. 100. 
6 Jo provoke to ſueb Duties as to 


" on ble fings are promiſed. 101. 
7 To firengehen Faith, ibid. 
5 Qu. Ta what uſe then ſervetb tbe 
1 of God, which requireth ſuch and ſuch 


Conditions in s? Is not this to make 

# voyd unto Chriſtians, as if they were not 

2 the Law at all? 106. 
Anſ. *Tis of ſpeciall uſe hoth uni them 


that are 
195 Ele dled, lomake them 
ee their fin. 108. 
Carvall, Either od fo EleSed,to barden 
tbem. ,/ 111. 
2.55 by Obedience to it. 112. 
tber 2 Comfort in their Obed: ib. 
Spiral being under the Rule of 
N. 114. And 


. Union with Chrift, — 
that many wayes. Viz. 


S... 2 


And the effect of their ſubjection tu it, 
are, 
1 They feele the Fatberly diſpleaſure of -* 
God for their tranſgreſſing of it. 119. 1 
2 They beleeve. Gods gracious . 3 
of tber Obedience unto it. 
2 A Chriſtian i mot under the Lan 


i. e. under the Covenant of it; nn 
not to 


1 Look for liſe by bis Obedience, nor 
to fear condemnation by the breach JA u. 


2 Seek for any bleſſing from bis . 
ence, nor fear any curſe from bis diſobe-" & 


dience. : N 128. * 2 7 
3 Look for Conjugall 4: : 
Comfort from bis Obedience 2 0. | 
Divorce, from bis Diſobedience 30. 
4 Claime bis right to any Conditionall 
Promiſe by his Obedience. | 
# Deny $imſelfe the Bleſfing of the Promiſe 
becauſe of bis diſobedience. | . 13 2. 


Hence therefore 

1. Let done accuſe the Doctrine of the 

99 of Antinomianiſme, 13.4. 
Servants of God may ſee bow fa 
— freed from the Law. 136. 
- 3 Men may come to have ſome 99 
ing 1 their ſpiritual ſtates, 297; 
[ 


The Contents © 


4 Gods people may learn how to b 
therr Faith and Hope. 138. 


Qu. I God gives Himſelfe, and ſo 

of br Holy Spirit be in w, what need we 
| Gifts or Grace to work by ? 141. 
Anſ. 1. Ve cannot ſee God without the 
- (ame. 143. 
2 Thereby we are made fit Temples 2 
the Holy Ghoſt. I 45: 

Qu. But if there be Gifts of Holineſſe 


in us, then what need the Holy Ghoſt to 


dwell in us ibid. 

Anſ. 1 To keep thoſe gifts in us. 146. 

2 To act them in us. 147. 

3 Jo witneſſe ts ws by them, to our com- 

; . "Mg — 
a. How are we to imploy the gifts 6 

 SanGtikcation in ws ? 1 * 

Anſ. 1 See that we receive them from 

Chrift,and that Chrift be all in «lin _ 

| ibid. 


2 Traſt not on them, » 152. 


Titber Ibe performance of any duty. ĩi33 
for 3 Juſtification from them, 160. 

3 In point of witneſſe, and bow. 161. 

4 In point of rejoycing.” 162. 

5 Fe are to grow ap in them to perſe- 


wn, ; — 
9 Q. How dotb God give Himſel 
\. np 


U 


The Contents. 
to be a God Covenant withw? 170. 


- Anf. 1 He 1 
ſome for our Re: 171. 
2 He giveth. unto Chef and 


unto u. 173. 
2. How-deth the Fatber give, 0 
ws to Ebriſt⸗ 
Word. 
Anſ. By bis Spirit, 
Bonda 


tame to ſaving 
Chrifl, 
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The NEW 
COVENANT, 


A TFreztife, unfolding the order 
and manner of the giving and re- 
ceiving of the Corel of Grice 

to the ELECT. © 


— 


Ars 7. 2. 


that he had taught; that though Je- 

ſos of Nuraretd ſhoutd deftevy that 

place, yet in ſo teaching he taught nor 

bleſptiewy. And this N doth (in W 
8 B 2 


„ of 


4 
/ 


* 
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of an holy H ſtory or Narration) make 
evident in the firſt place from the fweer | 
communion which their Fathers had 
with. God, before either Temple or 
Tabernacle was built; and if ſo, then 
he would not have them look at it ay 
anfafe for them, or as an utter ruine to 
Religion, if chat both the Temple and 


the Ordinances of the Temple were 
deſtroyed in themſelves, and fulfilled 


in him. And firſt, the paſſages of A- | 


brabams communion with God, Steven 
doth relate and maintaine, before any 
of Moſes his Cuſtomes were knowne. 

God did effectually call bim, which 
call he did alſo obey (ver. 2, 3, 4+ ) 
though as yet he knew no Circumci- 
lion. 


God giveth him a tryal of his faith, * 


wherein he found Abrabam faithfull, 
ver. 5, 6, 7. God promiſed to give him 
the Land of Canam ſor a poſſeſſion, but 
he gave him not a ſoots breadth. He 
promiſed to give it unto his ſeed, when 
as yet he had no Child: and when God 
gave him ſeed, yet they ſhould ſojourn 


in a ſtrange Land, and be in bondage 


God gave him tbe Covenant of Cir= 4 


— 
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ef the New Covenant. 

cumcifion, in the words of the Ter; 
| and Abrabas in the ſſrength of the bleſ- 
fing of God begare Iſaa, and Circum- 
ciſed him according to Gods direQi- 
on, and all this before 3foſes gave any 
4 Ordinances unto them to keep, and be- 
fore either Temple or Tabernacle 
was built. From hence we have heard, 
Thet the ſoule may bave very ſpiritual and = 
gracious communion with God, before it 
partake in Church-ſelowſbip , or in any F 
Seale thereof 5 for Abrabans faith was 
chroughly cryed , before he had the 
Seale of Church-Covenanc given him. 
We heard alſo this propounded, web 
is the words of the Text, that God gane 
unto Abrabam the Covenant of Circum- 
cifion ; which Doctrine doth imply in 
it four principall pars, all of them 
ſerving to clear Steven: meaning, and 
to prove his 

1 The Author and manner of at. 

penſing it, God gave : ſo it was by gift. 

2 The Articles of it; and they 206; 
1 W into. ws dd 
5 3 Confederates; are 
expreſſed, God on the _ and 4. 
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| A. 8 Catton's Tre | 


wes the Scale. of Ghyrct-Covenant: 
.. Theſe four parts doe yeald unto uy 
ſo many Notes, Tha ficlt of them was 
formerly ſpoken unto in the laſt point 
tormerly handled: Now for the ſe» 
cond and third parts, to wit, the Arti» 
cles of the Covenant, and the Confedes 
rates, we comprehend them both in this 
one Note. | | 
That in the Copengnt which God made 
with Abraham, be gave himſelfe to be 6 
God to Abraham, and to hi ſeed, and re- 
ceived Abraham aud bis ſeed to be 4 peo · 
Ple wnto bimſelfe :- and the chiefeſt of this 
feed, the Lord }clus Chriſt, be took to be 


. between th. m both; | 


Thi: is che. ſum of the Arcicleg, and 


of the Conſederates; What the Arti- 
cles be, is not here mentioned, but 


Gen. 17. 7. they be (for to ſpeak of 
QCirgumciſion before a Covenant, it is 


ut a ſeale to a blank ) where the Lord 


txpreſſeth himſelfe, thut ſaying, III 
58005 my Covenant between ine, and tbee, 
and iby feed after thee in their Generali - 


755 for an everlaſting Cougnant, % bei 
As. for other peru of the Methan, 
£1. 4 © a . they 
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vnto thee, and unis thy ſeed a ſtar tue. 


2 


2 


_ of the New Coy 


they were more — a e 
bam him ſelia, as to be fruitful, 
to be the father of many Nations, thoſe 
things were more peculiarly proper 
unto Abrabam,though ey have a mo- 
rall and univerſall uſe ànd force in all 
the feichſull, whom the Lord doth 
make ſruii full, and giveth them a naile 
in his Tabernacle, In the Covenant 
theſe three things are implyed. 

1 God gave himſelſe to be a God 
unto Abrabam, and to his ſeed. This is 
ſuch an Argument as the firengthand 
wiſdome of men and Angels can 
unfold: It is a Catechiſme — 
by way of Catechiſme to be —— 


( as the Lord bath revealed ĩt) | meang 


3 and tamiliarly. | 
22 * did — 22 and bis 

ſeed to his people, this is implied 
and neceſſarily inferred by the Rule of 
Relatives; for if God doe give him- 
ſelfe to be a God unto Abrabam, aud go 
his ſeed, and doth not expreſly prere- 
quire it of Abraban — of: of his bs fe 


that they ſhould give up them 
be his people z then ic muſt of [== 


ry follow, that the Lord will under 
take to receive = r 


1 , ” 


undd himſelic; and prevent chem tn 
that grace, and ſo be will performe 
both his one part of the Covenant 
and Abrabams part alſo; according to 
what we read Deut. 7. 6,9, 8. when 
as they were in a Land of Idole, and the 
Lord lifted up his band to have de- 
| firoyed them there, yet he remembred 
and wrought for bis own Name ſake : | | 

| 


LM 


ſo that though they were far off, yerthe 

Lord (to make good his Covenant) 
brought them out of Egypt, and fo 

from one Covenant to another by 

all which things it doth appear, that 

the Lord will keep our part of the Co. 
venant alſo; and this is neceſſarily 
implyed, in that he promiſech to be a 

God unto Abrabam, and to his ſced ; 

und there is no expreſſe Reflipulation 

pre · required on Abrahams part. We fee 

this likewiſe held forth, Deut. 29. 1. 

13. where the Lord entreth into ano- 

ther Covenant wich them, in the Land 

of nab, befides the Covenant which 

he made with them in Horeb, and in 

this Covenant he doth eftabliſh'them 

to be a people unto himſelſe, as well az 
give-bimſelf to them to be thrir God, 

verſ. 13. and a God required _ 


+» Gra 8 SS 3-2 _ 


them, to circumciſe the outward men, 
even the ſoreakin of their Children, 
fo be will alſo circumciſe them, taking 
poſſeffion of them, and circumcifing, 
their hearts, and taking away the flo- 
nynaſſe of chem, and ſo fit them to be 
a Temple for bimſelfe to dwell in. 

3 The Lord in this Covenant ta- 
keth the chieſeſt of Abrabams ſeed, even 
the Lord Feſus Chriſt to be the Media- 
tor and ſurety of the Covenang, and 
unto him doe all the | be- 
long: ſo the Apoftle doch expound. 
it, Gal. 3. 16.— Po fo be him are all 
the Promiſes and bleſſings of the Co- 

venant conveyed unto Abraham, and 
to his ſeed ( his faichfull ſeed) all the 
world over, and therefore. he is called 


4 % 8 
2 "IM 
* « 
the Mediator of « better Covenant, He. 5 
2 
* 
& + 4 


. 22. meaning of the Covenane of 
race, Heb. 8. 6. Theſe rarce things. - 
doe containe the ſum of the Covenant 
of Grace, and of the Goſpel of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and would therefore be plainly 


diſcovered unto Chriſtians, as, 4 


1 What is the meaning of this, 
that God gave himſelſe unto Abrabem.. 

2 How doth he take 2 and 
his ſeed, and make them bis people. 
„ | 3 How 


Ar. Cottons Tyeaiiſd 

3 ths doth he take Jeſus C N 
and make him the Surety ofthe Cove, 
nane between them both; fot the Con 
venant is eſtabliſhed, and fo is a ſure, 
firm and everlaſting! Covenant. Now 
In this gift that God gave himſelf un- P 
to Abrabam, obſerve three things. 

1 The Bleſſing given. 

2 The Ocder in which it was given. 
3 The Manner of giving it. 

in the Bleſjing given: When God 
doth by Covenant give himſelf to be a 
God, it doth imply tuo things. 

1 That God doth give Himſclfe, the 
Father, the Son, and che Holy Ghoft, 
the whole Nature of God and all the 
6 Per ſons: the God-head, with all the 

Attributes of that Nature, and all che 
Offices of thoſe perſone; for it is not 
a confuſed God that vaniſheth away in 
/ @ generall Imagination, but God di- 
' | flinRly conſidered, in his Perſons, At- 
/ Erjbutce, Properties, „ec. Thus the 
Tord givech himſelfe to Abraham and 
to his ſred, I will be @ father unto you, | 
2 Cor. 6. 18. and that is nos ſpoken 
| vnto the Fewes onely, but unto all the 
h Ifrael of God: He gireth the Son alſo, 
wo. 9. 6. Job. 3. 16. And for the Holy 


a” 


ns 


Spirig, 


— ; 


of the New Covensht! 
J Spicit, Jo. 16. 7. 13. Iſa. 39. 1. Thi 
_ ages 20 1 fo the Lord, 
My Spirit that is upon thee, and my words 
that I have put into thy ub ſbel not de- 
port, &c. this is ic which che A- 
poſtle alſo ſaith, Gal. 4 6. Thus che 
Lord giveth hĩniſel fe unto his Servant: 
from one Generation to another. If 
there ſote the Lord, God the Father : 
give bi».felfe, be wil 6orbe wanting - 
7 _ tis people unto the Son, Fo. f 
3: and what is the chief buſin: ſſe 
— * that the Son hath to doe #- 
bout us? No man can have fcHowtfhip +. 
with che Father, bat he muſt have fel- 7 
lowſhip wich Jeſus Chriſt, fo out Sa- - 
viour himſcife faith, Jobn 14. 6. No 3 
man can come unto the Father, the 6; : 
This therefore the Lord Jcfus Ohriſt 
will doe for all the cle& feed of Alan 
ham; be will open cheir eyes to fer, chat 
the Father did not draw them ro dam- 
| natian or utter deſolation ( though 
At fitſt chat be their greateſt frar ) bur 
unto falvation by him. This bath he 
promiſcd to doe, and if it be che work 
of the Spirit of God to eftabliſhisboth 
in the Father and che Son, then will he 


” ee, 


IO 


| "they are no more, nor no other then 


en us, and ſo to doe it for us. All theſe | 


Ar. Cotten see 
and of judgement, John 16. 8, to 11. 
and fo will eſtabliſh our hear in the 
comſori of the Lord our God; and El © 
this is that which the Apoſile prayeth * 
for the Epbefians, Chap. 3. 16. — 
it cometh to paſſe, that what the Lord” 
would have us to doe, he is preſent by 
his Spirit to teach us, and to ſtrength- 


things doth the Lord work for Alra- 
bam, and for his Ele& feed: So that 
look what is meet for a Father to do, 
or for a Brother to doe, or for the Spi- 
rĩt of God to doe, that will the Lord 
doe unto his e lect ones; and ſo he gi- 
veth all his atir ibutes, and they are e- 
ven God himſelfe; and therefore when 
Moſes deſired to ſee his glory, and he 
defired it from the grace that God had 
ſhewed him, Exod. 34. 6. the Lord pro- 
claimed his Name before him, — 

, ſtrong, merci full and gracious, &c. 
Thus doth the Lord give him ſelſe, and 
all the Perſons in the God- head ( as 
they are truly called q; and Attributes, 


God himſelfe. 

2 And as God himſelf is implyed ; 
fo when God is given by n 1 
| ; t 


the Ordinances-and Creatures , and 

he & works of God are given alſo, for ſoit 

id was in all Covenants of old time; 

th when Feboſopbat maketh a Covenant 
wich Abab King of lſrael, a Kings 22.4. 

T chen I am as thou art, and my people as thy 

y 

e 

; 


people, and my Horſes as thy Hor ſet, and 
all char he hath is for Abab1 ſervice, as 


the King goech, ſo goech his . 
ſo thus — to paſſe, that if the 
Lord of Hoaſts be for us, and give him- 
ſelf unto us, then alſo he gives unto us 
his Eternall Eledion and Re * 
and whatſoever he hath wrought for 
the ſalvation of his Ele& ; He hath not 

ſo dealt with any Nation ( Pſal. 2%. 
20.) but only wich the Iſrael of God, 
unto them bath he given his Laws and 
ſhewed chem his judgements: And ſor 
his Creatures, they are all given to ba 
for his People, to whom he hath given 
himſelf, If God be a God unto Abra- 
bem, then ſhall all Gods people be for 
him, Melchiſedeck. ſhall. blefſe him, - 
ner, Eſbcot, and Mare, {hall be Confer 3 
derates with him ; the Sun, Moon, and — 
Stars ſhall fight in their courſes for. the. 
people of God; the Sea (hall give wax ®% 


to paſſe through it on dry ground. 
|; | 1 What 


. Cotton's Triatho © 


hat ale you ye ftreams of Jordan to got 
back? Why, all the Creatures of God 
muſi ſtoop unto the people of God un 
Ne is n Cove nane with them., This is 
that which the Lord promiſeth unto 
his people, Hoſ. 2. 18. to 32 when this 
Lord (hall marry them to tit in faith 
fullneſſe; and + Cor. 3. 22. Thb is iis 
lurgze gift of Gods Covenant. Nay/ 
and which is wonderſull and beyond 
all coftiprchenfion, when I ſay, all the 
—_ and — God are 
our, che very expreſſion of the phraſe 
doch imply that the Lord — 
ſelfe to be the ſtaffe and fitergeli of 
tim; ſo that you ſhall fee: the pre- 
ſence of God in them, he will not on- 
ly give a man wife and children, and 
Ordinances, and providences, but he 
will de in all theſe, and bleffe his peo-— 
ple iti the enjoyment of them all, ſo as 
chax they ſhall enjoy God in all' Pſpl, 
16. 5, 6. The Lord is the portiam of mne | 
iaderitance. He ſaw che Lord in whathe' 
did enjoy, and when he had any thing 
i was in God, 8c when he wanted any! 
ehing ir was ſupplyed in him. The Hike 
did u bnd, when his brother Eſans 
came againft him with 300 mem, w_ 
\ the 


=o ow, wa. TS .a 9 =, a n 3 A 


Peter and Paxt and all things Ut 
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the Lord turned hiin from the fierce 
neſſr of his wrath; here was che Co- 
venant of Abrabum, the Lord gave Hm 
the month, and arms, and rears of hits 
brother Eſau : what ſaith arob to all 
this Gen: 33. 10. I have ſten th ace 
4 though I had ſeen the face of 

— the power and mercy of God in 
chan ing che countenance of his Ader 
brother; ard that is it Which ſwertnetch 
all that 'a man doth enjoy, the lov 


' kindnexof God in all, is the Pc 


all; and this like wile doth Fat = 
knowledge; Gen. 33. $. Theſe are the 
Children which God n Ae 
thy Servant; and ſo he feoked! at ij 
as Gods wives, and children, 'and'{tr 
vanti, and Cattell; and this is the ve- 
ry life of the Covenant of rack, d 
as the Lord is po - up in — 2 


bleffings, when as iveth himfe! bs f 
and in Him ſelſe his — rift, & in Mr 
Church, 1 Cor. 3. 22 15 RN, 8. 4 
2 1 2 N in = 


ie, © Ws 
a 


Lord 0 rakes fo 


Ar, Cotton s Treatiſe. | 
Me doth in terpret it, Rom. 4 4 | 
Med ep, 47 ho K 

world, &c. and this is that which Abra. hi 
bam did receive in receiving. che Lord 
to be his God. 

2 ln the Order of giving the core- F- 

— there is ſomething to be ob- e 


1 God giveth firſt, and not the 1 
888 was not Abrabam that gave et 
unto God. firft, for which of all the Þ 
Creatures ſhall 9 a Covenant unto w 
the Mighty God? Rom. 11. 35. the ct 
Lord hath the preheminence in giving, 'F 
for what ſhould Abrabam give unto te 
God, if God give not ſomething unto it 
kim firſt? He is the firft giver, 

2 lle is alſo the firft thing in order 
that is given; for, doth he give the 
world firſt, or Ordinances firff? or a- 
ny other ſpirituall or temporall bleſ- 
inge firft? No doubtleſſe, che Lord is | 


| 


venant, and. wirh himſelfe all 575 
3 * 7 2 And there is 
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of the New Covenant. 15 1 
"F Covenant : not Obedience ficſt, nor 
'F Faith firſt, nor any thing elſe firſt, but 
2 himſelfe is Donum primum & primarium, 
and in him, all his goodneiſe, Exod, 


„19. 8 . 
5 8 For the Manner of giving in that 
de giveth himſelte, there is / implyed 
both the freedome and eternity of the 
gift, firmno ſſe therefore and that unto 
eternity. In that he giveth himſelſe, it 
muſt of neceſſity be done freely; for 
what can any Creature give to pu- 
chaſe God? If a man could give thou 
ſands of worlds they were not enough : 
to purchaſe or redeem one ſoule; and 
if he had millions of worlds to give, 
what were they all ro. purchaſe fo 
great a gift as God himſelfe is? There- 
fore ic muſt needs be of free gift,for the 
Creature can doe nothing, to prevent 
God,God indeed may give with a pur- ©. 
poſe to receive back againe, as God $- 
dot require this of Abrabam, that he 
| «ſhould have no other Gods before him, "2M 
&c. Gen. 17. 1. But though Abrabam 
ſhall per forme this and all the Com- 
mandements in an Evangelicall man- 
ner, yet God himſeſſe dorh undertake 
in this Covenant to be the Author and 
952 C finiſher 


2 Arp. 


| objec. 


to the Lord, it is beea 


Ar. Cotton's Treatiſe | 


_— of this bis faith and obedience; 


Heb. 1 2. 2. And this doth argue the 
marvelous freedome of the Covenant 
of Grace, for the Lord offereth it out 
of his grace without the forefight of 


ſaith or works, tor he undertaketh to 


give both will and deed of his good 
pleaſure, Phil. 2. 13. x 

But it may be ſaid, Did not the Lord 
exatt it that be ſhould give bimſelfe back 
7-5 or elſe God would not give bim- 
e 

Truly then the Covenant had not 
been of free Grace, but as you ſee ſome- 
times great Princes will cake in 2 
Neighbour Nation into League with 
them, and not tell them of it? ſo doth 
the Lord dralc with his Ele& ones, o- 


therwiſe he ſhould not at all intend it, 


nor ever give himſelſe unto us, for we 
are not able to give our ſelves proto 
bim, for if Abrabam did 8 
it was becauſe God did take him firſt, 
and therefore it is that the Apoſtle tel- 
leth us that the Lord took hold of Paul 
that he might take hold of the Lo d, 
Pbil. 3. 12. I folow after, if that lag kc 
Dei. 32.5. If we give up our felyes un. 

a the Longs _ 
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taken hold upon our hears ſieſt. 
But dotb not the Lord naquire of bin io Objedl. 
Circumciſe his ſeed the eighth day? _ - f 
' So hedvth indeed, but the Lord gi- Auf 
veth him that alſo: God the Father 7 
ſec th ic ncedfull for the confirmation 
of cheic Faich, and their everlaſting ſal- 
vation, therefore he glycth him Cir- 
cumciſion, and giveth him the grace 
to circumciſe his Children:? I chink 
indeed the Lord doth call for many 
things under a Covenant of Grace,buc 
ſo as that the Lord 
1 Workech thoſe things in them 
out of Grace, not give Gra out of 
works :- 
2 He will have them know, that 
thoſe things which they work are no- 
ching without the working of his 
grace. It is true, Abraham may circum- 
ciſe Iſaac, bur who ſhall circumciſe the 
heart of Iſaac? It is a ſmall matter to 
circumciſe thefleſh - ſo it is a ſmall 
matter for us to baptize with water 
but who muſt waſh us from our fins, 3 
ſave only the Lord our God? Sa that 2 
he doth ſecretly intimate, that whac 2 
his poor ſervanta doe outwardly, he £4 
would doc is in Pe The An 7 
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of Iſrael ſhall at the Lords Command. 


ment march about the City of Jericho 


ſeaven dayes together, and not ſpeak a 
word, and hereby the walls of the Ci- 
ty ſhall fail down flat: of what uſe 
were theſe weapons to ſuch an end? 


what would the Lord ſhew his people 


hereby? hereby he teacheth them to 
know by what ability and power to 
bi ing mighty things to paſſe, they ſhall. - 
doe duties as the Lord commandeth 
them, but he himſelf ſhall breath in 
them co make them effeQualll : for 


though we doe never ſo much, yet we 


cannot reach unto the accompliſhment 
of any good thing. Not by might, nor 
by ſtrength, but by my Spirit; The Lord 
theretore by his Spirit muſt work all 
our works for us. Here is the freeneſs 
of Gods Covenant, in that the Lord gi- 
veth himſelf firſt, Fer. 32 40. You may 

ſpeak of Conditions in this kind, but 
the Lord doth andertake both for his 
own'part and for our parts alſo: for 


as the Covenant is free, ſo the Lord 


will freely maintaine and preſerve all 
tris Elect, and all from the immutable 
nature of God; it is not poſſible that 
God ſhould lye, Mal. 3.6. Hence ſpring- 
0 Fi # f eth 


— 


be his people for ever. Jeſb. 24 3. Thus 


ä n part, ONUS mY 


of the New Covenant. 19 
eth our eternity & perſeverance (Rom. 
IT. 29. ) Phil, 1. 6. Though the ſence 
of the Covenant doth require it of A- 
brabam to give himſeltback again unto 
the Lord, though that be Abrabams du- 
ty, and the Lord doth intend it, yet 


his intendment is to imply, that be 3 
doth receive Abrabam and his ſeed to 


mind ye) the Lord dealcch in- the 
Coven: of Grace, he looketh towards 
thoſe that look Bot towards him, as 
is held forth, Hoſ. 3. 3. where the Lord 
biddeth the Prophet love a woman that 
was an Adultereſſe, and ſay unto her, 
Tbou ſhalt be for me, and I wil be for 
thee ; This is a branch of the Cove- 
nant, when the Lord doth undertake 
to receive Abrabam and his ſeed unto 
himſelf, his giving himſelſe unto them 
doth breed a reciprocall. returning of 
them unto him, 
Now ic may be demanded, How did 2. 
the Lord take Abraham nd bi ſeed 166 
be his people? 3 
By double AR, as 40 b. 85 
1 Of Preparation, not on Abe 5 
part, or on his feeds part, but on his 


2 The 


2 


2 The Lord did inveſt him wich the 
bleſſings of this Covenant. | 
1 For Preparation, the Lord pre- 


pareth them by a double work of his | 
Spirit, which arc manifeſt in all the 


feed of Abrabam, El: of God. 

1 By a Spirit of Bondage, whereby 
he cutteth off the {red of Abrabam from 
all worldly intanglements and de 
lights; thus God took Aprabam, and 


bruught him trom beyond the Flood, 


and fo doth he take men off from their 
Countreys and Fathers houfes, he fe- 
perates them from all iuch things that 
he might draw them unto himſclſe : 
Thus he dealt with the Children of Iſ- 
rael, and called them to be a ſingular 
people unto himſelſe, and yet bur in a 
Covenant of works, Deut, 7, 6, 7, 8. 
Thus doth the Lord deale with all 
thoſe whom he receiveth to be a peo- 

ple unto himſelf; and by th's ſpirit of 
bondage he drawerh them from all 
their ſinſull luſts and paſſions, fo as 
that they can find no hope of wercy in 


any thing; and this ie properly a Seal 
df the Covenant of works, as che Spi- 


rĩt of Adoprion is a ſeale of the Cove · 
ngnt of Grace, Rom. 8. 15. on 
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this bondage the Lord firſt ferrechy 
home unto the Confciences of men the 
weight and danger of their fins, and it 
js the uſual] manner of God to give a 
Covenant of Grace by leading men firſt 
into a Covenant of works ( as ic is his 
conſtant manner to work by contra- 
ries) ard ſo tothryſt men out of doors 
that they may have fellowſhip with 
himſelfe at length; I had a grarh; 
father (will che poor ſoule ſay 
now | may goe and ſhake my ears like 
a poor wietch )for ſo indeed he 1s caff 
out of the Covenant end favour of 
God to his ſenſe and feeling ʒ but chus 
the Lord doth even ſhut him our of 
doors, that he may open to him ano- 
ther and a better way. £4 25 

2 The Lord alſo Prepareth his peo 
ple by a Spirit of Burning, which upon 
a ſpirit of bondage he doth ſhed abroad 
into the hearts of men: This we read 
of, Mal. 4. 1. It is ſpoken of the - 
niſtry of Fobn the Baptiſt, which 
burn like an oven againſt all the Scribes 
and Phariſees, and leſt them neither the 
root of Abrabam Covenant, nor the 
branch of their own good works: he 
cutteth them off from the Covenant 
32 C 4 of 
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of Abrabam, Mat. 3. 9. Think, not to ſay 
that you haue Abraham to be your fdiber, 
&c. aud ſo by cutting them off from 
the root, he leaveth them no gronnd to 
truſt on. From their good works the 
Lord Jeſus Chrift alſo cu tteth them 
off, Mat. 6. 2.5. 16. This was a Spirit 


of Burning, Which the Lord conveyed + 


by the M:niftry of Chriſt and of J7obn 
Boptift, to burn up all the Hypocrites 
like ſtubble, and the beauty of their 
works was blaſted by it; and this is 


Gods uſuall manner of dealing. Now © 


there are many under a Spirit of bone 
dage, that never caine under a Spirit of 
burning; yet many under a Spirit of 
bondage doe fear the Lord with ſome 
kind of reverence unto his Ordinances; 
for.as an Angel of God they received 


Paul, and yet, for many of them, they 


were but under the Law, and therefore 
the Apofile faith, He. i afraid of tbem 
leaſt be bath be ſtowed bis labour in vaine, 
Gal. 4.9, 10, 11. compared with ver. 


21. where he ſaich, Tel me ye that de- 


fre to be under ibe Law, &c. A figne that 
this bondage under which they were, 
did: not onely bind them under fear 
of wrath, but did bind them alſo to o- 


OT... OR: ("Ws =" 


kind of devout reverence : Now you 
have many men that reſt there, but 
when the Lord doth carry men fur- 
ther, then he ſendeth a ſpiric of burning, 
chere by to blaſt all the fruits and bran- 


ches of their righteouſneſſe, and to 
burn up all, that under « Covenant of 


works a man hath wroughe; and this 
3s that which the Prophet Eſay ſpeak- 
eth of, Iſa. 4. 4. that tbe Lord will purge 


away the filth of the daughter of Sion with 


4- ſpirit of judgement and of burning, The 
one is a ſpirit of ſanctificatĩon, and the 
other is a conſuming fice, which force» 
eih them not to build any comfort 
upon any works that they have done. 
This may Hypocrites reach unto. in 
their judgements, ſo. as that they may 
be convinced, that they, have neither 
root within them, nor branch growing 
upon-them, and yet in the mean while 
they may not come unto a Spirit of A+ 
doption, but hereby alſo. the Lord u- 
ſeth to prepare his people. Some bleſſe 
themſelves in worldly courſea, and ney» 
ver come unto a ſpirit of bondage: ſome 


doe find comfort in their performan » 
ces, and never ſaw the vanity of their 
| own 


a the — — 
bey the Ordinances of God wich ſome. 
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ö own rigtteouſneſſe, but there are thoſs.| 
whom the Lord doth carry ſurther un · 


to A — of burning, even unto a ſen · 


ſible feeling of Gods wrath burning a« 


gainſt what ſoever is as flubble (& ſuch 


is a mans own gifts, and parts, and 


worth) fo that, now the poor ſoule 


findeth that he hath no root of any 
good Covenant, but ſeeth it to be an 
ontwaid face of the Covenant that he 
doth reft upon; and now he ſteth no 
green branch of righteouſneſſe remain- 
ing, but all is blafied and broken in 
pieces, according to what the Prophet 

ſay faith, Chap. 40. 6,7. and fo the 

ord cometh to leave a man neither 
root nor branch, for by a ſpiric of bon- 
dage the Lord blafteth all fleſh : bug 
when jt cometh unto the goodlineſle 
of fleſh, that js conſumed by a Spirit 
of burning. | 

2 Ag God ihus prepareth us for 


- himſclfe, ſo he doth give himſelf unto 


us, ard taketh poſſeſſion of us by his 
bleſſed Spirit. The Father giveth him- 
ſelf and his Son by his bleſſed Spirie 
I for the Spirit it is by which he doth 
viſit the hearts of his people) and this 
js the main bleſſing of the Covenant of 
Grace. 


"yi Ne Cohetne, * 3q 3 
Grace. For the better cleering of tt, | : 
this may be demanded. 

Her doth the Lord give bimſelfe ante . 
ek, and bis prople back, againe to 
h | receive bim? 
d They being thus prepared, the Spi- ae * 
5 rĩt of God takeih up his ſeat in the | 
' 

I 


ſoule by making it a Temple unto 
himſelſe, in the name of the Father and 
of the Son, and ſo are they made an be- 
bitation of God tbrouph the Spirit, Epb. 
5. 22. Gal. 4. 6. And becauſe yee are 
Sons, Rec. where he ſpeaketh not of 
Sons by aQual) regeneration, but by 
Gods Eternall CovnfeH. The fame 
1 Spirit is alfo called the Comforter, 
whom Fefus Chriſt hath promiſed to 
ſend, Fobn 16. 7, 8, 9. If T depart, I wil + 
ſend you the Comforter, and 'when be is 
come, be will 8 the world of ſin, of 


ri , and ef ju 
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not in me. 
holy ——— men of, to be the 
greateſt miſery of the ſdule, that they 
have not beleeved upon Jeſus Chrilt. - 


And look as a Talent of gold or 
weighty mettall falling into a Veſſell 
of water, daſherh out all that is In the 


yeſſell to make room for ĩt ſelfe: es 
RE © 


the Lord Jcſus Chriſt coming into th 
ſoule, daſheth out all watry conſiden · 


ces, and maketh room for himſelſę, fo 
as that you may ſay the Eternal Yo 8: 
le the 


is chere; and in very deed, becau 


heart of man is not onely like unto 


water, but is hard and ftony, therefore 
the Spirit of God cometh like fire, and 
melteth the iron ſtone of the heart, and 
ſoftneth it into fleſh, that now che ſoul 


is utterly at a loſſe not onely in regard 


of his fins, but in regard of his beſt 
works alſo, and is moſt of all convin- 
ecd of his unbelicte, Now the Holy 
Spirit of Gofl being thus ſhed abroad 
into the heart, at the very firſt entrance 
of ĩt into the ſoule, as it doth chiefly 
convince the ſoule of Uabelief, ſo 

2 The ſame Spirit worketh faith in 
the ſoule to yeeld himſelſe unto the 
Lord, and the ſoule being emptied of 
bimſelfe, now the Holy Ghoſt hath in- 
fuſed Faith eo receive the Lord Jeſus 
Chrift; and this is a true ſaving work 
though the ſoule thinketh ic ſelfe in a 
very ſad condition, that he ſhould fo 
long live without beleeving in Jeſus 
Chriſt. But he is cleerly convinced 


— 
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what his caſe is, and how vaine his beſt 


works 


works are; and he lyeth under this 
* 1] work not onely in his judgement, but 
in his heart; he now freely ſubmitteth 
d | onto the will of God. So char the Spi- 
© | ri of God becometh unto the ſoul,not 
0 onely as a Spirit of burning to conſume 
all that is like ſtubble, but doth alſo 
melt the iron-ſtone of the heart, and 
ſoftneth it into fleſh, that the word 
| 


S. 


may take deep impreſſion in it: Now 
there is room for jeſus Chriſt, not ſaith | 
is wrought there, and now a ſoule can - 
plead with God by faith in prayer he 5 
ſeeth there is no former Covenant that 5 
he can plead, nor any righteouſneſſe of 
his owne, but ſuch as Hypocrices will 
quarrell for,and riſe up to maintaine, 
as they did againſt Fobn Baptift, plead - 
ing their Covenant and their right 2 
ouſneſſe; with theſe things a poet 
ſoule is not ſarisfied, - but unto you that ©. 
feare my name ſhall the Sum of righteauſ= 
neſſe ariſe with bealing in bis wings, &c. 
| Mal. 4: 3. Herein is implyed fuch a re- 
verent fear that dare not diſaffect this 
kind of yeeldingneſſe to the Son. lu 
the old Teſtament it is called Fear, in 
the net Teftament it is more general 
Iy called Faiib; yet the Apoſtle ſairhj 
| Rom. 


* 1 
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28 
Rom. 1 1. 20. Be not bigb · minded, but fear, 
whereby he provoketh them to live by 
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Faich and indeed it is that, whereby 
the ſoule doth yecld unto the Lord; 


and this is indeed our Effe tual Callingy, 


the Spirit of God taking poſſeſſion in 
our hearts, and working this faich-in 
us, whereby we ſubmit unto the Lord. 
This is that f4ith in Jeſus Chriſt chat 
maketh us one wich Chriſt, ſor our ei. 
ſectuall calling bringeth us to be one 
with him, 1 Cor. 1. 9. God i faithful 
by whom ye are called into the fellowſhip of 
bis Son Jeſus Chrift. This fellowlhip oc 
communion ſtandeth in two thing. 

1 In the Unity of che Spirit, 1 Car. 
6. 17. 

2 Ta the receiving of Faich on our 
parts: fo that by belecving (which 
is che firſt ching we doe) we yeeld un- 


to che firſt work of God; when this 


ſtronger man cometh, we yeeld up all 
our Armour to him, and herein ſland - 
eth our coming on to be in Chriſt and 
in God the Father, by this Spirit of 


God that caketh poſſeſſion of the heart, 


and hath not only burnt up root and 
branch of our legall righteouſneſſe, hut 
hack alſo melted us unto a ſoſe frame 


to 
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of the New Covenant. 
to yeeld up our ſelves unto the Lord, 
and naw we are fic for any duty, the 
Lord having poſſeſi us wich his power- 
full preſence, and chis is true ſpiricual! 
Union between the Lord & our foul. - 
| By this faith the Creaturedoth yeeld 
up it {elſe unto the Lord, which is alſo 
the work of the grace ot God in us,ha- 
| | ving brought us unto holy union with 
himſelſe: Now this faich chus wrought 
in our effectuall calling, is not bullt 
upon any Conditional] Promiſe (l 
mean upon any Promiſe made co any 
gracious Condition penteent in us) 
nor can it be built upon any, but upon 
the Abſolute free Promiſe unto the 
ſoule, according to what we read, Iſa. | 
43. 22. to 23; · Thou boſt not called p.. 
on me O Jacob, but thou beſt been weary be 
of me O Iſrael, thou haſt not brought me the 8. 
mall Catie}, &c. In all which we fee J 3. ; 
the abſolute freenes of the grace of c. 2. 
God. So Exek, 36. 26. : | - 
But you will fay, Though ſome mey On 
be canverted by fuch an abſolute Premiſe, * | 


yet. ſome many faith may be built war: 2 


ccc 


conditionall Promi ſe, unts a gratious com- "= 
dition. | ! 


« 
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I pray you conſider it: If it ban Aue. 
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condition, it is co ſome good Quali. 
cation or other, ſome good work or || 
other of the Spirit of God in che heart 
ofa Chriſtian: Was this work wrought 
before Converfion or after? Every 
2 Chriftian knoweth, that all workes 
wrought before Converſion are bur 
droſſe and dung, to apply Promiſes to 
ſuch works, were indeed to build up- 
on a ſandy foundation. What ſay you 
then to works after Converſion? All 
works after Converſion are fruits o 
Faith, and if they proceed from faith, 
then faith went before, then a mans 
faith was not built upon a conditio - 
nall promiſe, how is it poſſible that ir 
ſhould, when as all works after Con- 
verſion are fruits of faith, or elſe they 
are no true ſanctification, then faith 
went before in order of Nature, and ſo } 
{ was not built upon works, but works. 
„upon it. And therefore all our beſt 3 
| Divines doe carry it thus; That faich 


dloſeth with Chriſt upon a Promiſe oi 
Juſtir. I. 3. free grace, otherwiſe ( as ſaith Calvin) 
6. 2. J. 29, my faith would al wayes be trembling #F 
| and wavering as my works be. Upon 
a Promiſe of free grace therefore my 
faith is built, ag upon the Pr * | 


$ 


Godin: Chrift reconciling! the world unto - =; 
bimſelfe, 2 Cor. 5.18419. The word isse. 
may be: ſp ken aut u andly unto l 
Chriftians, but if God doe ſet it home 
particularly unto any ſoule, that man 
receives this gift of Gd, & it ig made bis 
on firſt he beJeeverh this Promiſe of 
free grace, and thin afterward come o- 
ther Promiſes that doe bear wicnelle 
unto the right application of that Pro- 
miſe unto the ſoule : but l am firft buile 'M 
upon, a: Promiſe of. free-grace, or elſe 
there is no true. clofing-wich Jeſus 
Chi, Well rben, being thus united 
| unto Gbrift; from this IInion with 
Chriſt, do flow all ocher bleffiogs and 
denefits of the Covenant of grace ; ad 
from hence ſpriogeth Communian with - 
Chrifhin all ſpiritual} hlxſſiaga that the 
Lord ha th wrouaht for us in him, and 
| they ge, two of them Relative being, = 
- as. they, are called by Divine, andawo _ 

| of them Zoſtiv bleſſings © The co lot- - 

” mer ate laid up in Gods one hand, 
n are not created in u es che other 
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nature of Chrift in us, and we are now 


become the Sons of God as neee | 


- elfe is. F-4 


Look as in a mans firft neural con- 
» ception,as ſoon 48 ever Adam doth live, 
2 thereis an heir of Adam, even ſo ſoon ag 


» 8he ſoul livech : So it is in this new fpt- 


iritoall'birth,as Toon as the Holy Ghoſt 
\cometh arid hath wrooght this faith, 
no ĩs the ſerd oſ God in ui, and che 
' life. of Chriſt, and the Spirit of God, 
dand now are wie the Sons of God; Fo, | 
-4 12.  Immiediardly upon Wie Amon 


with Chrift we are Sons by 


und as we ure Adopted, ſo Hikewiſt our 


ins are now imputed unto Ohriſtꝭ and 


-his rightrouſneſſe unto us, and ſd o, 
perſo are juftified. For how and F 


was Adu fin imputed unto u "Fi. 


51. 5. Bebold 1 was ſbapen in iniqnity, & c. 4 
io ſoon au aye? there 0er Miel it was | 
the life of Adam, now the ĩimputation 4 
immediately upon 7 
the 


,of Adams fin falketh 


— — Rock the we Th: 
wien Chrift, for as ſoon as eyer the ſpi- 
ric of God i in our hearts, and hach 
wrought faith; that we doe not ſpurne 
' ; againſt Jeſus Ch. iſt, now is the Divine 
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the fouls: 
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' cated they are, boi that of Adoption, 


y * 5 | — 5 } 


So ben we doe receirte 
Chrift by this living faith, having tùbjze 
life of Chrift in us, we have the righte- ' :- 
ouſneſſe of Chriſt alſo imputed to us: | 
for what doth the Child in the womb, 
though it doch neicher good norevill, 
but is mecrly paſſtve, yer finfull it is, 
and a Child of Adam. So alſo in this 
9 the ſoule acteth not, 
but onely receiveth Chriſt by chat faith 
which the Lord hach wrought in it, 
whereby — is made capable of 5 

vil of Adoption, and ſo the 
Lord amok us his Children, and 3 
imputeth the righteouſneſſe of his Som 
unto us, whereby we are jaſttfied, Theſe 
things de d well in Gods boſome, and 
the mraning of them is afterward re- 4 
vealed unto the ſoule, but communi- 


faith wrbught in as Hut we are till u- 
on the firſt worke of Converfion 
wherein a Chriſtian is onely pafſve and 
receptive, and truly it muſſ needs be ſo 
in tlie fir work of od upon us. 
n Now for the Poſttiye bleffings - 
that are wrought im us, they ate: 
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2 Glorification. 4 $4 


When we are called, then are we ſan. 
Rified, then are we Eloritied, 1 Corn. a. 


As iu our naturall conception, a8 ſoon 


as ever the Child livech, Adams (in is 
firſt impured,and then there is a prone- 
nefſe in it to carry it captive unto ſin, 
and to make ic backwaid- unto any 
goodneſſe: ſo when the life of Chriſt * 
is diſpenſed unto the ſoule, now the: | 
Lord cometh to convey with ir Juſtifi-: / 
cation, and in it pardon of ſin, and then 
there ina proneneſſe in a juſtified petſon 


to be lively in duty. If we live in the 


Spirit, let us alſo walk in the Spirit, and 
by faith our hearts come to be puriſird, 
Ads 15. 9. and the ſame Spirit quick- 
3 neth us unto holy duties; ſo that we 
live, yet not we, but Chriſt liveth in us, 


yea the Spirit ſanctifying draweth us 
into an holy Confederacy to ſerve God 


in family, Church, & Common-wealthz 


and this ſanctificat ion groweth and en · 
creaſeth more and more; for as cor - 


ruption of Nature ſpringeth from the 
imputation of {dams unrighteouſneſſe, 
ſo doth ſanctiſcation ſpring from tbe 
imputation of Chriſts righteouſneſſe 


1 and 
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of the New 4 77 | 
| and thence floweth a proneneſſe unto”. 
| that which is good, and a backwardnes 
„onto that which is evill; this 1 San- 
1 { Aification. 
8 2 The other Poſitive gift! is Glorifi- 
* cation, which we read of, Rom. 8. 30. 
„This the Apoſtle Peter mentionerh, 8 
3 Pet. 5. 10. as that whereunto we are 
cilled, — and in truth he bath begun 1 
he work from the time that he firſt be- 9 
gan to call and ſanftific us, 2 Tim. 1. 9. 
From the very fiſt time that God 
worketh upon the ſoule gratiouſly , 
there is a glorious work in that ſoul, 
and others may ſee it though bimſelfe- 
ſceth nothing that he hath received. 
Thus we fee the ſecond branch of the 
Doctrine opened, how the Lord doth. 
receive Abrabam and his ſeed unto him- 9 
ſelfe, preparing them by a ſpirit of bon. © 2 4 
dage and of burning, and then ſavingililx 
by che inhabitatlon of the bleſſed Sph- 
rit, the ſame Spirit begetting Faich, we 
are alive in Jeſus Chrift, and ſo come 
to be adopted and Saflified in him. Af- 
terwards the ſame Faith which at firſt 
onely receiveth Adoption and Juftifir . 
cation, doth eter p to flir a little, Ly 
and to breath fo 0 en 5 I 
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ginneth now to pur forth ſuch works 
as the Holy Ghoft carryeth the ſoul an 


end in, working all our works in us 


and for us. | 

Now for the third and laſt part of 
the Doctrine, the Lord took the chief- 
eſt of Abrabams ſeed to be the Mediator 


of this Covenant, unto whom all che 


Promiſes were made, Gal. 3. 16. 
Tf the Lord gave him te be Mediator, 
bow did be conſtitute him ſo to be? 
By a doublc AQ; 
Firſt, by receiving Jeſus Chriſt the 


Son of the Virgin Mary, to be one per- 


ſon w ith the ſecond in Triniry, hereby 
laying a ground of a firm Mediation 


between God and us: tor gow cometh © 


Jeſus Chrifi co be of Gods Nature, and 


therefore he wilbe faithfull unto God, 


and cfour nature,and therefore he wil 
be compaſſionate towards us. And here 
is che Root of all the life and power of 
this Mediation, to wit, this perſonall 
Union between Jeſus Chrift and the 


Father, which maketh up a firm and 
everlaſting com munion between God 


himſelfe, and Jeſus Chrift.. | 
_ . Secondly, by Gods giving him tou be 
| | 5 = | 


Air. Cowton's Treatiſe. © 
fices and ſome holy-mourning, and be- 
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a Covenant, Ja. 42. 6. I wil give thee 
for a Covenant of the people, &c. That ia, 
to be a Mediator ot his Covenant. 

1 To receive from God all the Offi> 
ces and gratious gifts, whatſoe ver is re» 
quiſite co a King, Prieſſ, and Prophet, 
all things he recelveth from the hand 
of the Father, Col. 1. 19. For it pleaſed 
the Fatber that in bim ſbould al fullneſſt 
dwell, thus he becometh a plentifull Re- 
deemer: And as the Lord gave him to 
be a Covenant, ſo he giveth himalſo. 
to worke all things needfull for our 
Redemption: partly by bis Paſſion,and 
obedience unto the death of the Croſs, 
and partly by fulfilling che u hole Law; 
all righteouſneſſe for us. The Lord Je. 


ſus Chrift did fully accompliſh what - 


ſotver was requiſite for him to accoms: 
pliſh in his owne-Perſon. | | 


ö 11 71 p 
2 He doth pertorm all things need- 


full for the Application of this redemp- 


tion unto our ſoules ; and to this end 
he it is that ſheddeth abroad his Spirit 
into our hearts, Jobn 15. 26. & 16. 5. 
and when this bleſſed Spiris colerh, 
he applyeth unto the ſoule all the gra- 

tions redemption of Choift,by gi · 
ving him and all che fruits of hid re- 
l + Wy |”  aogds 
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demption, and by working all 


bleſſed works that the ſotile of his peo 
ple come to be partakers of; and ſo 


| performerh all thoſe Conditions that 


are required on our parts: Wir be need- 

fall for us to have faith, he will work 

it in us: If ic be needſull for us to live 
. ® life of Faith, be will help us ſo o 


live, ſor it is not of our ſelves, it is the 
gift of God, Epbe ſ. 2. 9. Thus hath che 


Lord made him a compleat Mediatour 
of this holy Covenant, and what ſot ver 
we receive, we receive it from him; ſor 
unto him fi: ft as the head of the Church 


arc all bleſſings given, add unto us al 
Promi ſes in bim are Tea and in bim Amen, 
a Cor. 1. 20. tor though Ch ĩſt be not 
a finner in his owne perſons, yet in re- 
ſpect of his Members, he is many times 
loſt in them, though not in himſelſe; 
and poor in them, though not in him- 


ſelſe ; for us therefore he receiveth the 


Promiſes of God, and that is the great 
ſecurity of them; that they are laid up 
ſafe.in him, and be long unto us if we 
have Union with the head; and in him 
weperform what ſoever God requireth, 


whether we Pray, ar P. each, or hear, | 


we doe all in the Name of Chrifl, — 
| <p 2 
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ing forth in his ſtrength and power, 
Col.3.17. Thus is the Lord Jeſus Chrift 
a firm Surety ofche better Covenant, 


Stabliſbed upon better Promiſes, Heb. 8. 6. 


In the firſt place, -This may teach us 
a broad difference between the Cove-. 
nant of works and the Covenant of 
Grace. DR: hs 

In the Covenant of works, the Lord 
offerech himſelſe as a Father, his Son 
at a Redeemer, his Spirit as a Sanctifi- 
er, but this upon a condition of works, 
Thou fbalt bave no other Gods but me; and 
If they (ball keep. bis Lawes and obey bis 
voyce, then they ſhall be a pecullar trea« 
ſure unto bim above all people, Exod. 
19. 5, 6. This alſo they undertake to 


doe, Deut. 3. 27. All that the Lord our 
| God ſball ſprak unto thee, we will beare it 


and dee it; But O that there were — 
an beart in ibem, verſ. 29. When chey 
rebelled, he did not pardon them gra» 
tiouſly ; but the Angel whom he ſend-- 
eth with che 
of him, and 


y his voyce and pro- 


voke him not, For be will not pardon your 
| Tranſgrefions for my Name i in bim; In 
the Covenant of Grace be will, bun 
I not In this; here i indeed a Condi- 
| 5 —_—_— 


— 


- : 
22 £22 


biddeth them beware _ 


„ BY 5 

„ 
7 
is 

PR 

* 

- 7 

* * * 


Uſe 1. 5 J 


- 
. - 7 , x 4 Pp 3 
a 1 . . 222 2 £5 M C COTY ae eS 
e — 8 7 3 r $ * 
2 = q ; 


In Cotton s 


tionall Redermer and Saviour, and ſg 
it is _—_— Tſa. 63.8, 9, 10. N. 


many of chem God was not well 
ſed, almoſt with none of them, but ©« 


verchrew them in che wilderneſs. Thus 
in the Covegant of works all is gb 


ven upon condition of obedience. 

2 The Lord giving Himſelf, his So n 
his Spirit upon condition, though it, 
be but to works, yet he is pleaſed to re» 


ceive them into ſome kind of relative 


Union, expreſſed Fer. 32. 32. Which 


my CGouenant they brake, altbough I was an | 


bus band unto them. He was marryed uu: 


to them in Church Covenant, this wat 


ſome kind of Union, he was their God 
and they were his peculiar people, and 
yet the 10 caſt chem off (a Genera; 
tion of his wrath) from this Marriage 
Covenant between them and him: from 


this Union there ſpringeth a kind of 


F aith, hy which the ſoule cleaveth un- 
to the Lord in ſome meaſure, elſe there 


could not be this matrije union; and 


this faich js t that which you read Plat. 

7 a 2, * 3. Tbey 18 by por a. 

they i praiſe, So alſo 

14.3 * is Fd. Bey bet keved the 

and his ſervant Moſes, This is wn 
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f the New Covenant. 


which men may recelve;' und yet 

Apoftate from it, ſpoken of, th oy 
to 6. and Luk. 8. 13. but all chat 

was never grounded upon any free pro- 
miſe of grace, but all was built upon 
Ordinances and Duties, and upon no 
higher ground. In the 2 Chron. 13. 8. 
to 12. marvelouſly ſlrong are the ex- 


preſſions of Abijab when Jeroboam came 


againſt him, Ten think, to withſtand the 
Kingdome of the Lord in the hand of Da- 
vid, &c. Where we ſee what faith he 
did expreſſe, and hereupon ( ver ſ. 18.) 
The Children of Iſrael were brought under, 


and the Children of Judab prevailed; and 


yer this Kings heart was not perſett 
with the Lord his God, 2 King; 15. 3. 
and yet ( mind you) « ſtrong confidence 
be bad that.the Lord was with bim, and that 
be would be preſent with bis owne Ordi - 
nances ; there was faith built upor: fel- 
lowfhip wich Ordinances, like unto 
that Faith in the Scripture before al- 
leadged, Luke 8. 13. Men are affected 


with the word, and beleeve and find 


comfort, and all this ſpringeth from 
that Relaziv* Communion which the 
have with the Lord, they find refreſhiy 


in their V and work, and many else 


tate 
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5 
| endure but for a ſeaſon, and therefore 4 . 
my people, and Ls-rubamab, for 1 will £ 


times they were his people, and he then 


take it far,the very Seale of the 1 

of God. All which may and oftentimes F g 
is found in Hy pocrites; but here's the ye 
difference, in a Covenant of workes' } up 
God giveth himtelfe Condirionallyy F 
in that of grace, Abſolutely z in both o 
he maketh « Covenant, in the one of th 
Grace. the other of works, in which the 4 w 
Voycc @f the Lord is, If you be true and d. 
ſaith ſull to me, then I will not remove you, I. 
and in this Covenant is Faith tound, 'J th 


whereby they lay hold upon the head: ] p 
of the Sacrifice; but not on Chrift: ie] | 
i oncly built upon ſuch changes 4 
they finde in themſelves, and will in J L 
the end vaniſh uiterly away. A ir 
3 There is a difference alſo that J p 
ſpringeth from the fruits of theſe twa . v 


. Covenants in. their continuance; for I i: 


tho in the Covenant of works there be f 
a ſemblance of Juſtification and Adopti- ii 
on, and a kind of Sancti cation, yet they 


0 
he calleth them Lo · mmi, ſor ye are nos I 
N 
no more have mercy, though ſome- n 
j 
had mercy on them: They mayalſo |t 
bave pardon of fin, that is 3 ; 


. 
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of puniſhment for. a leafon,” Pſal. 78. 


I 37, 38. Being full of compaſſſan' be for- 
gave their iniquity, aud d ftroyed thein not, 


yet they were uch whoje heart was wot 
upright with bim, neitber were they ſtedfaſt 


n bi Covenant. This is ptainiy held 


forth in the. Parable, Marth. 18.23. to 
the end. When the Servant, had not 


wherewith to pay his Lord; he fell 


down and worſtipped bim, ſaying, 


Lord have patience with me and I will pay 
thee all, his Lord was moved-+wich'coms- 
paſſion and Jovfed him & forgave hiav” 
the debt, but u hen he had noelite com · 


paſſion on bis low: fervant;' then his 


Lord was wroth and charged all his: 
' Iniquities upon him, and Caſt him ĩnto 
priion, untill he ſhould pay all that 
was due to him. So that ihe Fardon 
is not cverlaſting, but onely v eſpite 
from cut ward puniſhment; and ſrom 
inward pangs of Conſciences many 
times, and this they take for pardon 
of fin, and acceprance with Je us Chirifhy:? 
when indeed they are deludeũ. So like - 


wiſe ther SanFefication is but ſoru mo- 
ment, they come at Jaſt to tread wider 
foot the blood of the Covenant wherewith 
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: SanRifcation which is a fruit of fas: | 


to theſe are ſuch men whoar the hear-(i 
: > ng. 


4 Dorcans as Tenſe. 


Cheift was but a Conditionall Rec 
mer unto them zthey had onely — 
Tongues, and utterance, and — 
and diſcerning of ſpirits, and a com- 
mon Faith ; which things are not thag! | 


ving Faith, but onely ſuch gifts as doe 
ſanctiſie them unto the work of the 
Miniſtry perhaps, or Magiſtracy, and fie 
them for houſhold Government, or tha 
like; and fo much Poſitive work there 
is in them as doth make them in ſom 
meaſure ſit for the work or ſervice they 
are called unto. 41 
For a little more explaining of th 
Is it the ſame with that SanQibcation? : 
which is in Gods Children? God for- 
bid. All the men in the world are di- 
vided into two ranks, Godly or Un- 
godly, Righteous or Wicked; of wick! 
ed men two forts, ſome are notorioub⸗ 
ly wicked, others are Hopocrites: Of. 
Hypoerites twe: forts (and you ſfialli 
find them ãn the Church of God) er * 
are waſſied Stine, others are Goats. 
3 The Swine are thoſe of — q 
Saviour Chriſt ſaith, That they retarme:1 
unto their wallowing in the mire; like un- 


vide the hoofe, - they ve. boch 


e New cent. * 
ing of ſotne Sermon have been floniach 
fick of their ſins, and have rejected their 
wicked cou ſes but yet the ſwines heart 
rematneth in them, as a Sine when he 
cometh where the puddle ir, will rea- 
dily lye down in it: do peil cheſe men 
wallow in the puddle pf anefeanneſſe 
when their conſcienct is not 'pricked 
for the preſent: But theſe lte a grof- 
ſer kind of Hypocrites, * 

2 Thereis another loc thi: goe far 
beyond theſe, and they ke Ga, | (+ 
called, Watt; 25-32, 35: 3nU chefe are 
clean Beafts ſuth/as chew! hes 54 
dĩtate upoii Ortiinances, Ah be 


nerall and pirticular calf 
not be idle; they wp alſo; = 8 
fice z what then is want ?” Tran | 


. art hut ſheep all 1 Y 
but Goth; 2 a — Ponta ol 
— which'a' RA willy ny 


inte; but where then Ace ey fall 
ſhore of che nature of * A diffe- 
rege chert iu which flange! ech princ 
pally in rhefe parciculary,; 27572 


1 The Goat era Op rjcious nts 
tute, and affecteth - | fs 
alfo 2 is Rarely, Prov » 3d, Aan 


ry «1598. 
ond. 
3 8 


—_—_ che He-goat a among ana 
that are comely in going: 140 he 
are fall of Ambition, (hey cannot gbig 
ſwamps and holes, but will beclim 
ing upon the tops of mountains * 
js not that plain lowly ſheepiſh fra 
that attendeth unto the voyce of x 
\ $hepheard, to be led up and downe 
Felh. paſtures: they attend upon. che 
ends, and will ouiſhoo: God in his od 
Bowe, and cherefo:e when they hay 
done many things for Chriſt, he wi . 
fay unto chem, . Depart from me, ye war: 
hers of iniquity. More Emineney s 
did affect, then they were guided i unte 
Thus it was with Jebu, who in his a0 
for God thodght to promote biarſelfe, 
and herein he will not be per ſwaded c f 
his fip,and thereſote going into.ccook 
+ -0 cha ding cometh at length to.cleave: 
- gnto the fins. of Jetdbeam che Son af! 
25 who made Iſrael to fin. Jet g f 
Withſtanding, you may recrive a 
| 7 Church- fel lowſhip for all hie . 
Pricious nat re, and he will be a clean 
creature, and of much. gooduuſe. Tbe = 
five oli Me. 25. 2. Were 11 
Virgins, all of ae 
| "_ 1 forth to _— ride 


Ha. Now, — 
| , and yet they are fooliſh. and 
Bever ſhall you make them wiſe, to be 
1 ig Chriſt, onely hearing and obey- 
s VOYCc. 
bey are of a Rankiſh nature. all 
capt them, ſpecially che old Goats will 
have an unſavory reliſh, far from that 
-pleaſanc ſweerngffe that is In a ſhe 
and herein Hypocrices are greatly dif-. 
"ferent from the ſheep of Curl, wo We 
Prophet ſpeaketh, Tees, Lade 
they marre the Paſtures wit 
"and will. be at length 3 
faire waters of the Sanctuary alſo; wx 
in your beſt ſanQification they fall or 
hort of a ſheep-like frame of ſpirit, 
ligently to heare che voyce of the 
"pheard, this will not be found in * 
ſanctificat ion of the beſt Hypocrite un- 
er Heaven, they may goe far and Tt 
"all away, and this is no A 
but if you ſearch che e ri dili- 
- gently, you will fad. cheſe things to 


4 There i is a fourth difference be- 
N the Covenant of works. and of... 
grace, in reſpe& q f che Mediator, Gal. 
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was a Mediitour according 


eo the 

works,and this our Saviour telleth 12 | 
Jewes, Fobn 5. 45. Tou have one that ac- 
. Cuſeth you, even Moſes in whom ye t: 


And as for Jeſus Chriſt, if he be given 
to be their Redeemer, it is but accord= 
ing to their works, if they ſhall obey 


his yoyce, but if they (hall ſinne a- 
gainſt him, he will overthrow them 
body and ſoule into the nethermoſt 
Hell. But now in the Covenant of 


Grace, Jeſus Chriſt hath Ohtained a more 


excelent Miniſtry, to be the Mediator of @ 
Better Covenant ,eFtabliſhed 725 better Pro- 
mi ſes, Heb. 8. 6. Thus we ſe 

Ulle, the difference between the Cove- 
nant of works, and the Covenant of 


Grace. 


I mightalſo here (in the 24 place 
from hence gather an Argument a- 
gainſt the whole body of Arminianiſm,. 


for they look at no gift of God, but 


meerly upon the faith or works of the 
Creature foreſeen: If of 


e in this firſt. 
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ternall Courſe] before Election, and 


Goal, they will take it marvelouſi un- 
ekindiy, but they were as good deliver 


{| 'thew, at if chere were no hope of their 


tile New'Cdvenant. 


ivech any thing elſe accompan 
; reve He gave us Chriſt in his + 


ſo doth he alſo in our Eff. dtuall Cal- 
ling; not any Grace before Chriſt, or 
power to chooſe whether we will haare 
him or not have him i but he is God, 
and firſt ꝑiveth himſel ſe, and wich bim 
faith, and ſo wor keth our wills unto 
himſelſe; not otherwiſe, leaving it un- 
to us to chooſe whether we will have 
dim to be our God or no. Many thing 
in Popery and Armintanĩſme come to 
be confuted from hence, and both are 
utterly rooted out; ſor in truth they 
hold forth no more but a Covenant of 
works: And if we will not grant faith 
to be the cauſe of all the blefſed gifts of 


- unto u another Goſpel; for is is not f. 

Grace, hat Faith is given un? 3 
This may alſo teach the people of Vſe — 

God, to bear a gratious reſpect unto | 

thoſe-rhat are under 4 Covenant 01 

| "worker, and not forthmith to condemm 


Salvation : For God Yoth not call a- 
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10 _ :::A4rs:Cotton(s Treatiſe 
|  . * Covenatitof Grace, but ordinarily he 
firſt bringeth them into a Covenant of 
works, and caſteth them out of doors 
by a ſpirit of bondage and of burning, 
and then bringeth them in by the true 
door, and Jeſus Chriſt is that doore, 
Job. 10+ 9. Though the Children of the 
Faichfull be. born under the outward 

. diſpenſation ofthe Covenant of Grace, 
yet if they be not ot the Elect ſeed, they 
| will chol life by their works, and ſo | 

"— fall under the Covenant of works, Gal. 
4.24. to 30. So will Profeſſors alſo, 
Gal. 4. 21. yea, the Eiect themielves, be · 
fore their Eſſectuall Calling, will ſeek 
life by cheir works. Hence thoſe that 
are under a Covenant of works may 
belong unto the Lord as well as my 
ſelfe, pray for them therefore, Paul was! 
under a Covenant of workes, Steves t. 
prayeth for him, and as moſt conceive, C 
that Prayer was effectuall unto his] fa 
Converſion, and Paul was as dear unco | tt 
the Lord in his Eternall purpoſe, 28 * 
Steven himſelfe was: And thus. Pa t 
himſelfe ſpeaketh of Oneſimus, He there=. 
fore departed for. a.ſeaſon that who be 
"received for, ever : Sp. may. we Jay, of 
11 under a Covenant of works, the 


7 
S * 


22e GA © wo mw ea ca .._.. __ 


oY 


_— FO : 
% — 4 Ky” 


1 N = w VS, oo „% w 8 c 


to himſelfe by all his works 
in pieces, and ſhe wing him the prefi* 


dence of his Spirit, though-the Lord : + 


hath melted him formerly in his Pray- 
ers, and Preachings, and Hearing, and 
Sacraments, by a Spirit of burning; yet 
the Lord will diſcover that he is but 
hardened by ic into another lump of 
pride againft the Lord his God: And 


the Lord will alfo pluck away the caul 


from their hearts, and then they will 


have none in Heaven but Chrift, nor 


in the earth in compariſon of him, and 
then the Holy Ghoſt con vinceth them 
of this fin above all theic other fins, 
that they have not believed on Jeſus 


Chriſt. Doe not therefore cenſure any- 


ſuch, as to ſay there it no likelihood 
that chey ſhould have fellowſhip with 
Chrift, for if the Lord make them to 


fall down before him, and to yield up 


their ſpirits unto the Lord in holy re- 


verence and feare, theſe have naw re: 
ceived ſome ſecret ſmoking affectionz 
| (befides a Spirit of burning) which the. 

Lord will not quenghaous, DIS. 


of the New Covenant? $1 
Lord may bring any of them home un- 
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Me. Cottop's, Trealife... | 
that doe concerne. the Coxenant af 
Grace, by Anſwers. unto theſe, 6 Que- 
flions following. | 
What the fi Ref that euer the Lord 
giveth unto ble Ell | 
Fiſt of all be giveth Himſelfe, the 
Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spi- 
rit; this is the fquhdation, and if you 
ſhall lay ſavin Qualifications in the 
foundation before theſe, the ſoundati- 
on will lye uneaſily, and the ſpirit of 
a true Chriſtian ſþall not lye long in 
peace, Chriſt muſt therefore he firſt, and 
with bim Faith to receive him; firft he 
will make a Covenant with un, and put 
his holy Spirit within us, and he co- 
meth in with Faith and Fear that we 
never may depart from him: He giveth 
us his Son, and al! things elic io him, 
he: giyeth us in him pardon of fins 
in our Juſtification, and in him ſome 
d;prees of glory alſo, and in him rigbt 
unto all th: Promiſes of the Covenant: 
no ther foundation but him. Take 
him f. ft, for he ig the fir ſt ching given 3 
He taketh us by giving us Faith, and 
we take him by exerciſing our Faith on 
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us ſore ſaving Preparacions before Je 
ſug Chri#, fur there be.cholſe that are 
gratious Saints, that Have conceived, 
that there are ſome. grativus Qaalih- 
cations, which the Lord giyeth to pre- 
pare tor Jelus Chrift. | 
There be ſaving graces, which doe 
ſanctifie us unto God our Father: but 
whether they doe make way for Jrſus; . 
Chriſt, chere proveth a difference: bur, 
you way diſcern the truth of the point. 
If the Lord doe give any . fall 
fication before Chrift, then th — . 
may be in a flate of Salvation before, 
Chrift, and that would be prejudicial. 
unto the grace and truth of Chrift; 
for if there be no name given under 
Heaven whereby we muſt be ſaved, but 
onely Jeſus Chriſt, nor his name, but 
in a way of fellowſhip wich him; then 
it will unavoidably follow, that what 
ſoever ſaving work there be in the ſoul, 
it is not there before Chriſt be there 
it is true, 7obn Baptiſt, was ſent to ſub- 
due all fleſh by a ſpirix of bring, web 
burneth up the Covenant of Arabam, 
I mean, their carnall confidence in it, 
— all cheir fruica of i e 
rg "were indeed; preparations for 
5:73 "W-< urin, 
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nu. Cotton's Treltiſe* 7 
. Chriſt, bur theſe were not ſaving, tbeß 
were fit) Children'of wrath,” Te Ser- 
pents, ye Generation of Viper; notwith- 
ftanding all this ; Jabn did indeed diſ-/ 
penſe poverty of Spirit, and yet though 
they had received the Holy Ghoſt, they: + 
were not ſenſible of it, yet the poverty 
of ſpirit was there, unto which. the 
Promiſe was made, but then jeſus 
Chriſt was there alſo, whether they 
knew it or knew it not, that is not 
greatly materiall in this Argument. 
Brit if the Kingdome of Heaven was 
there, Jeſus Chriſt was there firſt, o- 
therwiſe it will prove diſhonourable 
unto the name of Chrift. Indeed there 
is a ſaving preparation before confola- - 


tion in Chriſt, and che manifeſtation *_ © 


of our gratious union with him; but 
for our firſt union, there are no ſtepi 

. unto the Altar, Exod. 20. laſt. But 
Chriftdoth prepare his Tabernacle for 
himſelfe to dwell in. 

This is in the firſt place for Inſtructi- 
on concerning what is the firſt gift, 
which the Lord giveth unto the ſoule, 
before any work or Promiſe; he giveth 
ſaving communion in'fpiricuall union 
wich his Son; this flandeth firm from 


the 


R 


of ib New Covenant. - 
che Tenor of the Covenant, and the na- 
ture of it, to my beft unde and . 
chere with giveth us Faith, and all o 
cher ſaving Qualifications and Condi= _ - 
tone, as it is held forth in the Scrip-' 
cures of God, 2 9 
In what order the Lord giveth the Cue: Me 2. 
nant and the bleſſings of it, whether Faith 4, 
be fore them, or thoſe bleſſings before faith ./ 4 
be able to apply them? 4 
- He doth give himſelſe in working An. 
Faith, beſore Faith ean be there, and "of 
therefore it js the fruit of the Spirit 
that Faith is wrought in the ſoule, and 
this Faich doth receive the preſence of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelfe by his 
Spirit, and it doth alſo receive Adopti· 
on and Juftification : but to be able a 
Qually to apply it, our firſt birch will 
not bear it: for a man is as paſſive, in 
his Regeneration, as in his firſt genora» 
tion, onely the Lord giveth us his Spi 
rit that doth. unite: us unto; Chriſt, 
| which is received by Faich, together 
with Adoption and Juſtification, And 
yer by the Act of believing we are ju- 
ſtified alſo, Gal. 2. 26. that is,manifeſt-. 
ed to be juſtified in our owne conſci- 
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ff. * - Btbetber dee we receive the Lord qeſul, 


Chriſtin an: Abſolute or in a, Conditional, 
Promiſe ?- -. 

We know the Lord can convey him- 
ſelfe in an Evangelicall Commande- 
ment, as well as in a Promiſe, as we 
find Ie, 1]a.'4.1. 14. Feare thou not worme 
Jacob, Iwill belp. thee, &c. He can alſo 
conv-y him telte in a threatning to 
the Dtvill, as unto our firſt. Parenrs he 
did convey bimſelte, wrapping up a 
Promiſe in it, as Gem. 3. 15. from 
whence the Lord gave: them co ſuck a 
ſweet and comfortable Promiſe of his 
free grace: And when the like is con- 
veyed in a Commandment, the Lord 
undeitaketh co work that which he ſo 
commandeth, 

But now it is queſtioned, Whether 
the Promiſe, wherein the Lord giveth bim · 
ſelſe, be Abſolute or Conditional? Faich 
to receive Chi iſt is even upon an Abſo- 
lute Prors ĩſe, f you will ſay it is a Pro- 
miſe to a Condition, what kind oſcon- 
dition was it? there is no Condition 
before Faich, but a condicon of miſery, 
a lofi condition, or if a gratious Con · 
dition, it is a Condition ſubſc quent, 
not prꝑ exiſtent, no Condition before 

„ it, 
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it, whereby a man can oloſe with Jeſus 
Chriſt: and if it was a Condition : 
Faith, unto which the Promiſe, was 
made, then faith was there before, and 
whatſoever followeth Converfion, is 
no ground of Faith, but a fruit and e& 
fect of it; therefore I ſay aur ſinſt cay 
ming on to Chriſt cannot be ypon « 
Conditionl bu upon an Abſolute 
Promiſe. 
And if ever the Lord minifter com · 
fort unto any man, true comfort uꝑ- 
on good grounds is ever built upon a 
Promiſe 17 — grace, If the witneffe 
be unto Juſtification received, it is true 
indeed, a gratious Qqalificazion, and a 
Promiſe to it, may give good Evidence 
of it a poſteriore, And ſo ſor Sanctiſi - 
cation, it the Lord come to brar wit» 
neſſe unto & mans SanfQiſieatian, ben 
he duth it from ſome work or other of 
his grace in him, as unto Abrabam,Gen- 7, 
| AA. 13. 00 2 
| There is. a fourth Queſtion which 
is ay a further branch of this fourth 
Uſe, which 1 would not ſpeak to, bus 
that I might through the good band of 
God, the better clear thinge, that we 
may not flumblc in our expreſſions in 
any 
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1 "58 „Ar. Cotten Treatiſe \ 
in conference about the Covenant of 
$ Grace and works, | 
weſt. 4- + Now foraſmuch as you heare ofa 
SanAification under a Covenant of 
works, it doth imply that there is a 
Sanctification that is but tranſitory, 
and not everlaſting, nor immortall: 
Mbetber then may a man evidence bis V- 
| nion with Chriſt, by bis Sangtification ? 

ſw, | anſwer in toure Propoſitions, that 

' - might not leave any occafion of ſeru- 
ple or difference about what is held 
forth in our Congregation, as being 
that which doth yield as much Agita- 

tion as any. other Doctrine that is 

taught among us, let me therefore 

ſhortly and plainly difcover it, and let 
it be ſo far received, as we fee the life, 
and preſence, and truth of the Spirit 
of God revealing the doctrine of free 
Grace, according to the Scriptures. 

1. That a Sanctification, which the ter- 

* rors of the Law may produce (that is 
to ſay, ſuch a Sanctification as may be 
found in a'Covenant of works) is no 
evidence or witneſſe of our union with 
Chriſt. And | ſuppoſe there is no dif 
Ference there; but though there be no 
difference in mens judgements in this, 
Y 4% yer 


We ws 
of the New Covenant. 
yet it is an eaſie thing for Chriſtians to 
abuſe their Evidence upon this very 
ground, and as much upon this ground 
as upon any: Fot when Chriſtians come 
to be really wrought upon, and find 
themſelves diſcouraged from fin, and 
ſo reſorme theic lives and give up them - 
ſelves to obey the word, and find com» 
fort therein ( and great conſolation 
many times) in (ſuch a caſe as this, 
 Chriftians doe much differ upon the 
point; yet I doe not know any of all 
the Teachers in the Country, that 
withdraw their con ſents from this do- 
ctrine, that ſuch Sanctification, ag is 
wrought in Hypocrices, though it may 
reach to great improvements, yet iy is 
no evidence of Juſtification at all · And 
it hath been handled in another Con» 
gregation, — | thinke not without 
weight of truth; that to diſtinguiſh in 
— between that Sanctification which 
floweth from the Law, and that which | 
is of the Goſpel, is a matter ſo narrow, _ 7 
that the Angels in Heaven have mum 
adoe to diſcern who differ: a w w 


fitter ſor Angels to cut the (cantling "_ 
Ic, then — Mioifters of the Goſp 
t 
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hough indeed there be great ditfe: 
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of the one from the other. Now tho 


this doe not tend to heale any diffe- 
rence in judgemefit, yet ic is uſefull to 
heale a miſprition of ſanctiſication that 
may be found in all Hypocrices of this 
Country, and el ſwhere. 

Three things are tq be attained un- 
to in all ſanctification. 

1 From what Root it ſpringeth. 

2 By what Rule it is guided, 

3 At what End ic aimeth, 

And commonly under one or other 
of theſe: three, are put all the differen- 
ces between the one ſanctiſication and 
che Other. | 

IHpeak'it that it may be ſearched,and 
(God is my witneſſe ) not to unſettle 
the well grounded comfort of any 
ſoule; but if any have built upon an 
unſaſe ground, or have built Hay or 
flubble, better it is to know it at firſt, 
whilſt chere is hope In Z/rael, than when 
it is too late. | 

In thoſe three things formerly men- 


tioned, are all the differences between 


the fari&ification of Hypocrites,and of 
the Childten of God, and they goe ſo 
cloſe 'togecher, that you'will ſay it js 
an eaſie matter to . 

rer 


'Y 1. as * eden 
1 For the Root of it, the foulle ba- 
ving fellowſhip with Chit,” the Holy 
Ghoftcomerh into the (oule, & work- 
erh Faith in Vi Chrift,and this is the 
root of all Chriftian {andtification , 
| Exek. 36. 27. and for Fzich, it is hat 
which purifieth the beart, Ade 15. 9 
without faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe 905 
Heb. 11. 6. So that Faith muſt concur 1 
unto the rootedneſſe of our ſanctifiea- 9 
gion in Chriſt: And the Apollle dath *- , 
attribute both theſe Roots unto both * 
lorts: Unto, choſe Chriſtiana that ſhall 
afterwards fall away to, fin the fin a- 
gainſ the Holy Ghoſt, Heb. 6. They 
ave tafted of the beavenly gift, and were 
made 8 of the Holy Le hea- 
enly Gifs was Faith, which the A po 
5 de et ly among the Pr 
er of Chriftian Religion, ver / 1. 
A tall they bed both of Fach and the 
Holy Ghoſt, yer from both theſe they 
bes awa 
ou s what was ſaid of Sau, 
1 bi 10. 10. The Spirit of God came 
72 n him, and ſo did ic likewiſe e 
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| . Adv. Cotton Treatiſe MB 
ſolikewlſe the ſpirit of b will 8 
marvelouſly prevaile with the Sons o 
men to draw them on to ſtrong works 
of Reformation, from whence they 
reap no ſmall Conſolation, but think 
nd lay ( as Abijab did) that the Lord 
4 with them wbilſt they are with bim: 
And as ſometimes David ſaid of him- 
ſelfe, I believed, therefore I ſpake, ſo the 
Tfraelites alſo ( Pſal. 106. 12.) belee- 
ved and ſang the praiſes of the Lord upon 
the red ſea ſhore; and yet were they bur 
an Hypocriticall Generation; and if 
Hypocrites may work Miracles in the 
name of Chriſt ( L they did, and expo- 3 
flulate with Chriſt about it, Mat. 7. 22.) 
then may a temporary Faith work or- } 
dinary works in Chriſtianity alſo: and 
© therefore you ſhall read (Mat. 13.22.) 
that there is no fault found with the 
thorny ſoile for thett want of root, or 
depth of earth, for the want of both 
which the ſtony ſoile was taxed; but 
look as it is with the branches of a 
Vine, what depth of earth the roote 
kath, they have, it being grafted into 
the Vine though they be but branches 
of the wild Olive, and will bring forth 
but wild fruit; for though the branch 
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ofthe wild Olive be graſted into the 
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fat Olive, and may flouriſh there, yet 


will it bring forth hiz owne fruit, but 
in the roote you will finde no diffe- 
rence. And yet there is a difference, but 
it ĩs very hard to be diſcerned. 


Yes (you will ſay) there is a plaine Ob jecdl. 


difference, for an hypocrite is ever full 
of himſelfe, but a true Chriftian doth 
all in faith, he feeketh God daily, and 
waiteth upon God daily, and theſe are 
not the wayes of hypocrites, 

Conſider ( | py you) what the 
Word of the Lord holdeth forth as the 
Roote of this ſanRification, and 1 will 
go no further than expteſſe Scriptures. 
Iſa. 58. 2. Tbey ſee ke me daily; and this 
is ſpoken of hypocricicall Iſraelites, 
and for waiting, we often heare it ſpo- 
ken of the five fooliſh Virgins,thac they 
all went out to meet the bridegroome, 
Mat. 25. 1. though while they tarryed 
long, they all ſunnbred and ſiept, and ſo did 
the wiſe Virgins alſo; and for more 
particular application of God unto 
themſel ves, we finde that alſo Hoſ. 8B. a. 
Iſrael ſhall cry unto me, My God, we know 
theez and yes this Iſrael ( in the ſame 
Scripture ) had revſgreſſed the 3 
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Ar. Cotton's Treatiſe . 
and caſt off the thing that is good. And for 
further Act uf faich, v hich is a ſtay- 
ing a mans ſelfe upo God, what ſaith 
the Text, Iſa. 48. 2. They ſtay themſelves 
upon the God of Ijrael; and theſe were 


obſtinate finners, and cheir neck as an 


iron ſinew, and their brow as braſſe: 


there was not truth and up: ighi neſſe; 
True it was not, but how ſhall we know 
the difference? Truly it is hard to per- 
ceive when men differ, and therefore it 
is not an eaſie matter to make ſuch uſe 
of danctification, as by it to beare wit- 
neſſe 1 : and it will be 
a very hard caſe and much more diffi- 
cult, when men cannot feele the pre · 
ſence of fpiricuall gifts, but want ſpi- 
rituall light: and when they doe finde 
faith in themſelves, they doe finde it in 
hypocrites alſo, even in hypocrites al- 
ſo, even faith to ſeeke the Lord, & faith 
to waite upon him, and faith to apply 
„ him, ſaying, My God, and faith to ftay 
upon the God of Iſrael; and yet theſe 
men doe vaniſh away in kypocriſie ; 
this hypocrites may doe; ſeeing there- 
fore what eafines of errour may befall 
Chriſtians, wherhtr this or that grace 
be of the right ſtampe or no, it - be- 
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of the New Covenant. 
hove Chriſtians to be wary, for even 
Eagle-eyed Chriftians will have much 


doe fo to diſcerne of ſanRifieation in 


themſelves, before they ſee their juſti- 
fication, as to cut off all hypocrices 


from having the like in them, for the 


ſanQified frame of Gods children, and 


pocrires, both of them ſpring from the 
holy Ghoſt, and both from faith: but 
now the Spirit of God hath further 
worke in his own people, beyond what 


he worketh upon others, though be 


melteth both, yer hypocrices are melted 
as iron, which will returne againe to 
his former hardnes, but his owne 

ple are melted into fleſb, which will ne- 
ver returne to his hardnes, more, nei- 
ther can they reſt in any meaſure of 


ned, but fl are carryed coward Jeſus 


Chrift : ſo that the one is a wg ke 


th worke in the name of Chrift, yet 
this difference will be found between 


them, not only When hypocrites come 
to be blafted, bus even Aden ai of 


fees the other perſevereth;t 


their profeſſion :As for the faith of the 


Joſpell of Jeſus Chriſt, it is never pre- 
cnc te F2 "Gicax 
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that which ſeemeth to be like it in hy- 


ſoftnes unto which they have attai- 
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Ar. Cotton s Treatiſe 
fident of its own power, but his ſtrength} 
lyeth out of himſelfe in Chriftzwhereas 
hypocrites and legall Chriſtians are 
confident of their faith, that they can 
make uſe of it unto ſuch and ſuch ends, 
they think they need no more but look 
up to Chrift, and their worke is at an 
end; and ſuch firengrh they finde in 
themſelves, as that they doe nos feare, 
but that they ſhall carry an end all their 
worke to Gods glory and their own; 
whereas the ſtrongeſt faith even of the 
Theſſalonians (whole faith was ſuch, 28 
none of all the Churches went before 


them) if it be not ſupplyed and fireng-J 


thened, they know, & the Apoftle-Paxh 
knoweth that it will warpe & ſhrinke. 
This may we fee by comparing, 1 Tbeſ. 
1. 3. with Cbap. 3. 2, 10. And the faith- 
full people of God, Iſa. 26.12. acknows 
ledge Him to worke all their works fot 
them. And therefore as there is a reall 
difference in the preſence of the Spirit; 


ſo alſo in the worke of faith in hypo- i 


crites, and the children of God, for the 
one putteth confidengs in himſelfe in 
the gift received, and the other in Je- 
bovab. This is the firſi difference of 
Sanctiſication. | 


a 


| he 


of the New Covenant. 
2. There is Difference alſo in the 


Rule whereby they are guided, though 


both ſeeke to the word of God & take 
delight in that, inſomuch as you fhall 
not be able to difference them there, 
yet a great difference there is in the ap- 
prehenſion of the word: the one is fo 
confident of the comfort that he hath 
in the word, and he will be ready to 

take it ill at Gods hand, if he finde not 
acceptance before him Now the other 
ſee the need they have of the Lord to 
maintaine their comfort for them. 
This manner of affeQion we finde in 


David, when the Lord had brought him 


and his people into a ſweet frame and 
temper of ſpirit to offer willingly to- 
| wards the building of. the Temple 
| what faith David now? Doth he thinke 
| this to be enough? No, no, but he pray- 


eth to the Lotd, 1 Chron. 29. 18.0 Lord 


God of Abrabam, 22 and Iſrael our 
| fathers keepe this for ever inthe imagina- 
tion of the thoughts of the beart of thy peo- 
ple,and prepare their beart unto thee. Thus 
» he — —_ comforts would 
oone faile them, y ſhould againe 
| waxe barren and —— And 
here is the nature of * Conſolation 


Ar. Cotton's Treatiſe. 
in Chriſt, to Jooke up unto the Lord tc 
preſerve and maint ane it, and io he 
ſtill drau ne neeret & neerer to Chrif 
But now though both attend unto the 
Word, as their Rule of Sanctification, 
if you take it in the way, in which the 
one and the other hold it forth, yet 


there js a great difference. Pſal. 119. 6 


Then ſhall I not be aſhamed, &c. Here is 
Rule; what, may not hypocrites walke 
according to this rule? Truly they pro- 
feſſe no leſſe, and they think it enougl 
if they have but a Rule in their eye, a 
therfore under a ſpirit of bondage they 
are confident and ſay, V bat ſoever ib. 
Lord commandeth us, we will beare it and 
dee it, D: ur, 5. 27. And what faith Ba- 
laam; Though Balaack would give me ay 
bouſe full of ſilver and gold, I cannet goe 
b-yund the Commandement of the Lorg, 
Numb. 22. 18. and yet he loved the was 
pes of iniquity; and indeed bolt thas 
undertake ſo much in their ow 
firength, they come afterward to - 
weary of the Lord, and weary of hi 
Commandements : as Amos B. 5. and 
they ſay at laft,I: 35 it vaine to ſerve Gad, 
and what prefit is it that we have kept bis 


ordinances ? Mal. 3. 14. Thely are bot 
ED ke 


7 faſting dayes together, they come wil- 
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the Commandmencs of the Lord,1ſa.58. 


very cleere diſcerning, you will not 


all Gods Commandments ; if you take 


like waſhed ſwine,that will crop grafſe | 
for a while in a faire Paſture, but if you 
keepe them long there, they will not 
delight in ſach manner of feeding, bue 
will rather chooſe to go into the mire z 
but as for goats they will delight in 


2.It is not a very hard thing unto them, 
nor grievous for them to keep folemne 


lingly, they delight co come, therefore 
the difference will be hardly diſcove- 
red, and unles you be a Chriſtian of a 


finde the difference. 
But an hypocrite will not delight in Obje&, ; 


Herod, he will delight in John Boptiff's 
preaching, and reforme many thingy, 
but if it come to his not having his "I 
brother Philip's wife,then put Fobhwinto 4 
priſon, and in the matter of Herodias - 4 
off wich Jobn 's head. " 
Wee ſee what hypocrites proſeſſe, A. 
Dent. 5. 27. I bat ſoever the Lord com- 
mandeth us, we will beare it and doe it: 
But you will ſay not almayes. It is true, 
a difference in time will grow ; but 
while they hold forth univerſall obe- 
„ F 4 dience, 


70 Ar. Cotton's Tyeatiſe 
dience, where will the difference be dif- 
cerned ? Diſcerned it will be when the 
Lord leadeth them forth with workers 
of iniquity, but many times they may 
be lead on to their death before they be 
diſcovered. And therefore what will 
the ſervants of God ſay ? I have ſeene 
hypocrites { to outward view) well 
rooted, & more comfortable than I my * 
ſelfe ; and for zeale and love, the Gala- 
thians would have plucked out their 
eyes. to have done Paul good; they 

thought themſelves bleſſed in his Mini» 
ſtry, bleſſed ſoules, they took themſelves 
to be: Whereas the deare ſervants of 
God have much adoe to ſee ſo much 
goodneſſe in themſelves, as upon that 
ground to faſten any evidence of their 
bleſſedneſſe, becauſe hypocrites will 

| goe checke by joule along with them. 

Object. But you will ſay an hypocrite can- 

F not ayme at God as his laſt end, but 

will out- ſhoot God in his owne bowe, 

and at the higheſt he ſeeketh no more 

than his owne ſalvation, without re- 
ſpe unto the glory of God in it. 

Anſw. It is true and in time will appeare 

. che end, that every hypocrite thinketh to out- 

reach God in all the gifts that he bath 

3 | LD received ; 
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received; but in the meane while it is * 
much that an hypocrite will doe, and 
ſo much that a poore Chriſtian will be 
put to much exerciſe to finde a diffe- 
rence between himſelfe and him. Febx 
did not only thinke that he had zeale 
for the Lord, as he ſaid, Cme ſev my 
zeale for the Lord of boſts ; but good Jo- 
nadab did likewiſe ſo perſwade him- 
ſelfe, and therefore did readily joyne 
with him in his reformation;and when 
he proclaimed a ſacrifice for Baal, he 
thought that Febu would not pollute 
himſelſe in the Temple of Baal. Thus 
therefore ſomtimes it cometh to paſſe, 
becauſe that an hypocrite may for a 
long time finde all his one ende at- 
tained in ſeeking the glory of God, as: 
Fehu did:but in conclufion, when a man 
and his owne glory muſt part, then ei-. 
ther he muſt hold to his owne honour, , 
or he muſt neglett it & keepe him cloſe. 
to the honour of God:but in the meane ; 
time what can I tell, will an honeſt 
ſoule ſay, but that I may ſhake hands 
wich, and bid 3 Gods glo- 
ry, when his and mine lye at flake coge-.: 
ther? W | 
But may 
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. Ar, Eotton's Treatiſ®. 
difference when ic cometh to perſe· 
cutĩon. | 

No: Perſecution will not cleere the. 
difference, for though che ſtony ground 


indeed fell off upon point of perſecu- 


tion, yet the thorny ſoile did not ſo: 
many Papiſts have died for their Reli- 
on, and how much more then may 
ſome hypocrites doe it, yea, even give 
his body to be burned, and yet want 
Jeſus Chrift, and everlaſting ſalvation 
by him? 1 Cor.13.3. Now when a poore 
Chriftian comech, and ſeeth how much 
ſuch an one doth magnifie God, both 
in doing and ſuffering, and yer falleth 
away, it maketh him conclude, ſurely 
I alſo at the length ſhall curne away 
from the Lord. So that whether you 
looke at the Root, or Rule, or Scope 
and Bent of holines, an hypocrite will 
carry all things in ſo faire a way, that 
you ſhalt hardly diſcover him to his 
very death, and when a Ohriftian comes 
to meaſure his owne ſanctification by 
this mans, he will verily thinke the one 
to be as light as the other, and unles it 
be one i bath his wits well exerci- 


ſed; mar eus much adoe he hath to 
hin faite in ſuch a poi” a this. 
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There be that chinke there is no reality © 
in hypocritical ſanQification,but cer» | 
tainly it is a reall worke, and not a 
meere counterfcit of ſpirituall gifcs. 
There are indeed ſome that doe meerly 
pretend it, and do but outwardly make 
faire weather in their profeſſion, but 
believe ĩt, it is not ſo in all bypocrices : 
there is a reall worke in ſome. Heb. 6. 
5. They are inlightned and haue taſted, Ac. 
which things are reall and not _— 
nary, God caſting in their owne en 
and their owne glory in their way, the 
ſervants of God haye given 
right hand of fellowſhip, and fo long 
they have held out, that it was never 
knowne when they did Apoſtate: yea, 
and ſo glorious.may this ſan&ification 
dect it way _ the = of — 
of children, & eſpecially ofpoore. 
Chriſtians, and moſt of all 
when they are ſeene to fall away. This | 
very point bath been one principal. 
Root of Arminianiſme, gs another 
that men receive Chrift by their oui 
— — 1 prove chi“ 
ere 1g not onely a Pretence in — 
- - Critex, but reall worke, indeed 2 
th dath call * 


Air. Cotten's Treatife 
Heb. 10. 29. Now hereupon they doe 
believe that the very beſt of the nta 
of God may depart from and forſake 
their juſtifying faith ; but therein they 
ſhew the bleat of a goat, and in fo ſay- 
Ing they condemne the generation of 
the righteous : ic is true, that the beft of 
their Arminian. righteouſnes may dye, 
for they have knowne no more but the 
way of works. Thus much for the firſt 
Propoſition. 
». 2, hat, true Chriſtian ſanctification, 
which is a work of ſaith, ie many times 
darke to a ſincere Chriſtian. It is gene- 
rally granted to be ſo in the firſt con- 
verſion, and in time of temptation and 
deſertion, as alſo when a man looketh 
at bis juſtification,” and at the glory of 
God; Woe is me, for Tam uncleane ( faith  - 
the Prophet Iſaiab) at ſuch a time:there 
is ſo much power of fleſh, even in ſpiri- 
wall Chriftians , ſpecially in young 
Chriſtians, ſo much power in their lufts 
aud in their pafſions, as will put their 
+... friends to a ftand what to thinke 
them, and much more themſelves, 
men as they come to be preſſed with 
the power of their corruption, ſpeci- 
Aly when they compare with (web * 
2 | Pocrices 
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poctices as run away with more frees. - 
dome of ſpirit than themſelves 3 for. 
ſometimes cheir corruptions doe leſſe 
appears, and they are more free from 
remptations, and not expoſed co ſuch 
finfull courſes, which ſometimes true 
hearted Chriſtians are ſubjeA unto. So 
a poore Chriſtian is diſcouraged, & an 
hypocrite emboldened, ſeeing himſelfe 
more ſandtified than the other in view. 
That, true ſanctification of a fin- Prop. 
cere Chriſtian is not diſcerned by him, 
nor is indeed diſcernable, untill he ficfh 
diſcerne his juftifying faich. A double 
ground of it, & ſo leave ic to your chrĩ- 
tian diſquĩſition and ſearch; they are 
both taken from the nectſſity of Cicb, 
both to the acceptance of a mans per- 
ſon and worke : there is a neceſſity of 
the aQivencs of faith in a mans ſanctiſi- 
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ceſſary to the performance of all ſplti- 
tuall duties ; for all ſanctification id, 
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live by his faith, whether is be the life 


no Chriſtian can diſcerne his ſanQifice» 
tion to be lively, but he muſt diſcerne 
his faith liviog in ic, he muft ſee his 
faith deriving firength and grace and 
life from Chrift, or elſe he cannot ap- 
ve his ſanctification to be the ſancti- 
tion of the Goſpell; for as there 
< can be no true ſanctification unlefſe 
15 there be faith, whereby the perſon is ac- 
IT _ and whereby life is received to 
att in all ſanctification; fo there can be 
no knowledge of ſanctification, bar 
there muſt be knowledg of faith, where 
a mans perſon is accepted, & where 
by flrength is conveyed to ſandtificati- 
on : for if a poore ſoule be doubtfull 
of his acceptance with the Lord, he is 
were hee was, notwithſtanding hie- 
indication, and wanteth comfort, 
tu doubt remaineth, whether hebe 
ed or no, which (untill che Lord 


|} he teveladon of the holy Ghoſt) he le 
Alk ste loſſe In it ; for though true 
+ Gn triton be an evidence of 's — 
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| from chat faith which Chriſt doth con- 
vey into the ſoule: Now if the juſt man 


of ſanRification, or con —_— then 
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juftificatfon, yet it ſelſe muſi be ficft evi- 
dent. Thus we ſee by this third qepoſi- 
tion, that a further light is required to 
the light of ſanctification. 

Notwithſtanding this neere reſem- 
blance between legall and evangelicall 
holines, yet there is a reall difference 
between them, and ſuch a difference as 
is diſcernable to Chriſtians, whoſe witg 
areexerciſed in the wayes of the Spirit, 
and in the word of God, and is diſcer- 
ned by the revelation or manifeftation' 
of the Spirit of God, both of the ſtate 
and worke of good Chriſtians; and that 
ordinarily alſo; for I would not count 
it extraordinary, being that which the 
Lord by his Spirit doth uſually reveale 


unto his people. A reall difference there 


is both in the Roote and in the Rule, 
and in the Scope which they ayme at 

and ſo it will appeare to be at the la 

day. Math. 25. 23. Depart from me (ſaith 
Chrift) you workers of iniquity , Inever 
knew you; though they came and told 
him that they wrought by faith in him: 
indeed they ftood in ſome relation to 


him, but not as members to the head, , 


onely as branches to the vine, which 
| may be cut off, and yet the vine — 
„ mc 
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maimed ; but if the members ſhould be 


cut off any one from another, then is 


the body maimed, but Chrift will nog 


ſuffer his body ro be maimed ; but take 
you never ſo many branches from the 
vine, and it is not maimed, but will 
bring forth more: if therefore there be 
no more fellowſhip between Chriſt & 


a Chriſtian, than between the branches 
| andthe vine, you may take them away 


and yet not hurt the vine. But wherein 


ſhould this relation ſland ? It is very 
hard to conceive, inſomuch that thoſe, 


who have been moſt exaQ and diligent 
to enquire into it, have profeſſed that 


it is Angels worke; very hard it is fo 
to diſtinguiſh them rom Gods owne 
children, fo az not to diſcomfort poor 
chriſtiane, nor to imbolden hypocrites. 
Wee muſt be tender therefore, that the 
leaft of Gods children may not want 
their bread; better leave 99 ſheepe,than 
that one poore ſtray ſheepe ſhould not 
be ſought after; and better an 100 hy- 


pocrires periſh, than that one poore 
Chriftian ſhould want his portion: 


and yet it is not meet that hy 


ſhould. allow themſelves in the eſtate 


and fellowſhip of che Saints, and yet 
alwaycs 
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ef the New, Covenant. 
alwayes bleſſe themſelves in their car» 
nall condition. If you (hall ask a diffes 
rgnce in the Root, both of them are 
partakers of the Holy Ghoſt z Hypo- 
crites may have a tafi,and a, poor Chri- 
ſtlan will ſeare that his beft fellowſhip 
wich Chriſt is but a taſt, and that mani» 
fold experience maketh good. Wherein 
then lyeth the difference? Doth he Spi, 
ric of God leave the heart, of an Hypo- 
crite ſtony and unmelced > lt is fo in- 
deed with, the tony, but not with the 
thorny ſaile; for a hearts of ſome 
Hypocrites are melted, ;as.iron ftonex, 
they may come to melt about the 
owne.eftatey, through fear, andvo al 
thoſe. -aple; that want not depth of 
earth, ache thorny ſaile did not; hut 
mind you; they will grow hard again, 
23 iros or lead will dae aſter it is melt- 
ed, Now look at the 1 2 of God 
hen he gomerh to work effectually, 
and he doth not onely melt the heart, 
but taberh aa the beart of fine, and 
giveth an;beart of fl-ſþ 3 for it is not e- 
nough to hreake a Rone, it will be a 
ſtone though it be broken; but when 
the Lord changeth it into fleſh, then it 
will be hard no more 45 But though « 
8 . man 


ends for which Gd bath given it, bur i 
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man may have many temptationt, yet | 

the Lord will keep his hett ſoft fot 

ever, And this ii chat which 1'do be- 

lieve 8 the witneſſe of — 
5 upd 


catioh unto ſuffification., © 

ou ſee whit workes of God ard! 
bing in Hyp ocrizes |, and therefore 
what dan Ba dedeltt we are; ſubject 

unro, if ( 0d not more mercifull. 
Againe, you ſee what ſtate Chri- 
ſtians are brought unto; when their 
Converſion and Faith is wrought in 
them, and how it is not grounded up- 
on the fight of t {thier ſanRificarion,but 
I» revealed in an AbſolutePromiſe of 
free grace, and ſo is the ſobile built up 
he. 1 nce — —— Rate, and 
ge faithftill thirougbh Cid, and 
gt in Hypocriſy; This i id the true reſt 
Yi the ſoule When it growith'up in a 
vity Faich'in Jeſus Chrid 3'ukd ven 
2 not 255 hiſs; that . 

eg, Püt Took principa er 
Abs Cr, and "bi feib Seer ſan- 
Hihcation, mak ing wſe of ie lor thofe | p 
i 
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Servants in the root, though both may 

work in the name ——— yet, as - 

one is temporary, an other perſe- 

fie vereth, ſo this difference you ſhall find 
between common and ſincere Chrifti- 

re ans, and that not onely when Legall 

re ¶ Chriftians are blaſted of God, but even 

& then when they doe moſt flouriſh in 

N their profeſſion, The true Faith of the 

i- I Goſpel of Chriſt is never preſident of 

ir ¶ his owne ſtrength ( though they that 

in ¶ have it ſometimes be, as Peter, Mat. 26. 

p.33, 35.) but it is out of himſelfe in 

ut Curiſt, whereas the Legall Chriſtian is 

of ¶ confident of his Faith, that he can make 

p N uſe of it to theſe and theſe ends which 

1d are before him, he thinketh there is no 

1d | more needfull, but to look up unto 

eſt } Chrift and ſo tis work is done: where 

'a j as take you the ſtrongeſt Faith of the 

et } Theſſalonians, who were grown to ſach 

f height; that none of the Churches were 

e- | before them, yet the Apoſtle doth not 

i- | think their Faith ſirong enough, but 

fe | prayeth for ſupply of ſomething lack- 

ing in their Faich, otherwiſe when it 

iF | is av the beſt, it will warpe,: whereas 

one that hattrbut a temporary Faith, --: 

| is conſident in the on of that ſulth, 

J 2 in · 
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inſomuch that it doth not fear, but tc 


the nature of true. Conſolation. in 
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carry an end his profeſſion in a ſafe 
courſe to Gods glory and his owne, 
Thus we ſee there is a reall difference 
between the preſence and work of the 
Spirit in an Hypocrice, and in a Childf cr 
of God. In particular, we fee there ii ru 


a difference in the Faith which is given w⸗ 


to both of them; the one bath conſi · ¶ he 
dence in himſelſe, the other in 7ebeuab, i ag 
Ia. 26. 12, 13. This is the. fiſt diffe- ed 
rence in the root of their proſeſſion. I ch 

2 There is Difference alſq in theſ he 
Rule by which they walk, though bothſ co 
ſeek to the word, and delight in that, I th 
you ſhall not difference them there, yet be 
this difference you ſhall find in their ed 


apprehenſions; the one is confident of C 


bis comfort that he hath in the word, I an 
the other ſeeth need that the Lord to 
ſhonld maĩintaine his comfort for him, , 

1 Cbhren. 29, 18. Dauid pray eth thus e. 10 
as being ſen ſible that this theit comfor- hi 
table frame of ſpirit would ſoon faile I ar 
them, and they would quickly grow 
lialeſſe unto ſuch ſpirituall works as | ſc 
then they had been about; and this is | th 


Chcift,ic maketh a man to have.cecours 
6 C43 . un- 
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unto the Author of it to preſerve it. 
Now though both attend unto the 


I word, yet here they differ, the one hath 


enough if he can ſee the Rule, like to 
the Iſraelites, Deut. 5. 27. they have 
enough if they have the rule, but a true 


cy Chriſtian, attending rightly unto his 
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rale, fundeth it farre off from him to 
walk according to it, unleſſe the Lord 
be pleaſed ſo to ſet ic home unto him, 
as that by his power he may be carri- 
ed an end in obedience unto it: for 
though he know and fee his Rule, yet 
he wantech help to rule his heart ac- 
cording to his rule; otherwiſe though 
the rule be freight, yet his walking will 
be crooked, as a child will write brook - 
ed, though his line be ſtreight: So a 
Chriſtian man is ſenſible how his feet 
and hands will ſhake when he cometh 
to walk or doe any thing according to 
a rule; therefore he doth wholly 
look unto Chriſt, as being ſenfible of 
his one inabllicy, unleſſe he find help 
and ſtrength from him. 5 
3 There is difference alſo in che 
5 — and End which they aime at; 
though both aime at the glory of God, | 
ey _ cannot attaine unto this, to 
G 3 make - 


84 Ar. Cotton's Treatiſe | 
make. the glory of God their laſt end, 
but the one of theſe doe ſecretly wind 
about to his owne glory in the end, ag 
Jehu doth. 2 Kings 10. 16. Come ſee my 
' &eale that I bave fer ibe Lord, but he 

bringeth about his owne glory by it: 
and here is the maine deceit of the 
work, he ſeeketh the glory of God in 
himſelſe, and in his owne hand,wheres 
as the principall care of Gods owne 
people, is and ought to be the glory of 

God in Jeſus Chriſt. But the Hypocrĩte 

his chief care is to have it ſeen that God 
| is glorified by bis hand, Come ſee tbe 
EI reale that I bave. at 

Objeck. Feu will fay, 1s it not 4 great glory 
unte God to be glorified by my band? 

Yes, but there is a great deceit in 
it, for many a man will work much, ſo 
far as his owne glory is wrapped upin. 
his actions, and like it well. ſo long 
as God may be glorified in him. But all 
this while he wanteth thoſe ſingle affe- 
Qions after the glory of God; though 
in the hand of another. 1 1 12-20 

But how then ſhould a man ſerk to 

promote the glory of God? If it be 
the glory of God. in the face of Jeſus: 
.,  Chrifl, chat a man feekerh after, he will 
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then rejoyce as much that God may be 
glorified by his brother, as by himſelf; 
and chac's the ſpicic of a true Iſraalite 
indeed: So that the Name of Chriſt be 
magnified, it's ne matter by whom, I there - 


in doe rejoyce, yea and will rejoyce, ſaith 

the bleſſed Apoſtle, Fbil. 1. 18. If any 
ni man therefore aimeth. at Gods glory, 
chen onely when ic may be an honour 
ef co him in his profeſſion, no thank to 


=, 


him for that; much cloſe. work may 
be found, ſo long as both are carcyed 
an end together: But if when I hear 
that my / Brother gloriſieth God, I 
could have wiſhed that ſuch a thing 
had been done or ſpoken by me, & it is 
the worſe, becauſe it is not done by my 
hands : if that which is the rich good- 
neſſe to my Brother, be not alſo my 
rejoycing, is is becauſe of the core of 
Hypocriſy in my heart. 

Thus have we ſeen particularly he 
difference between legall and Evange- 

We proceed ſtill in the fourth Uſe, 
: CO A fifth Queſtion, * | 
If Jeſus Qhrift be the firi giſt that is 
given to the Children of God, beſos 

he giveth 1 Proniifes, : or $0 _-. 
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me to challenge Promiſes, yea, before 
he giveth me any other giſts of his ſa- 
ving Grace: then any ſoule may ark 
this Queſtion. 

Of what uſe are Promiſes, if it be not 
to bring me to Chriſt ? yea eſpecially to what 
end are conditional} Promiſes made ( that 
ia to ſay, Promiſes to ſuch and ſuch Quali- 
fleations ) if I may not take d Promiſe in 
one band, and a Qualification in the other 
band, and bring them both to God, and lay 
bold upon Chrift witb- both bands, in the 
frrength of this Promiſe made to this Qua- 
lification ? Thus ariſeth the Queſtion, if 


God 3 Chriſt firſt, before any 


other bleſſing, as we read before, to 
Abraham and to bis ſeed were the Promiſes 
made (he meaneth unt o Gbriſt) and al 
the Promiſes are in bim Tea, and in bim 
Amen: No having of Promiſes then 


before Chrifl. To what purpoſe are 


they given, if not to bring 1 unto 
Chrift? It is a point needſull to be 


 knowne, becauſe we read Promĩſes in 
Scripture daily, and certainly great uſe 
is to be made of them; and if we ſhall 
make no other uſe of them, but to 
bring us unto Chrift, and God hath | 
mor ſanRified them co that end, then 
a IT, 


we 


of the New' Covenant. 
we ſkall take them all in vaine, and 
che Name of God that is called upon 
them. | | 


ſes in Scripture. : 
s Before our Union with Chriſt. 
2 In Union with bim. 
3 After Union with bim. 
1 Befere our union with Chriſt there is a 
three-fold uſe of Promiſes. 
1 They are of uſe for.Dofrine, to 
teach all the people of God, what great 
and glorious things are laid up in Cbriſt 


Chrift, Eph. 3. 8. and this all the Pro- 
miſes of God doe hold forth. If the 
Lord Promiſe to be your Father, your 
Husband, your Shepheard, your Heall, 


ther bleſſing in the world to you, hat 


Lord ſheweth you the in ſearcbuble rich 
es of Chriſty and that is no vaĩine uſe of 


therefore they are called great and p 
tious 2 2 Pet. 1. 4. why fo? 
cauſe they declare the great and 


There is a three-fold uſe of Promi- a } 


Feſus , even the unſearchable riches of 


your Root, if he Promiſe to be any o- 


ever Promiſe you read or heare, the 


Promiſes, for a man to know by them 
the great good things that are _ 
red up in Jeſus Chriſt by the Father 3 


frisulexk  _ |} 
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Ar. Cotton's Treatiſe 
iviledges and bleffings in Feſus Chriſt : 
1 it is that che Lord will on | 
all his people co looke at him in his 
word and Promiſes, and to know whas 
great good he hath in ſtore for all them 
that truſt in him, and ſeek after him 
in Jeſus Chriſt, Thus all the Promiſes 
of Grace declare his excellency: as 
Cant. 5. 10. So doe all the Promiſes 
declare him to be a plentifull Saviour, 
— a mighty Redeemer of all his peo- 
"Ep 


2 As they are of uſe for Doctrine, 
ſo for Inſtruction : It is good to know 
them, but Infiruftion is a further thing, 
and diftin& from Doctrine, 2 Tin. 3. 16. 
By Inſtruction men are taught not on · 
ly what to know, but what to doe; 
to know and ſee whither they ſhould 
reſort for the enjoymen of all thoſe 
pretious bleſſings that God hath laid 
up in Jeſus Chrift ; and this is a preci- 
ous uſe of the Promiſer, that by them 
the ſoule ſhould be thus inſtructed whj- 
ther to goe for liſe and ſalvation, Iſa. 
45-22. Look unto me and be you 2 al 
the ends of the earth. Here is a direction 
eo me before I know whither to look, 
Idoe not onely ſee great things, ad 

: 5 vani 


of the New Covenant. 
vaniſh away, but [ am directed to look 
and be ſaved; thus are we taught of 
God likewiſe by his bleſſed Apoſtle, 
Adds 2.3 8,39. Repent and be beptized,&c. 
for the Promiſe is unto you, 8 c. Thus we 
are taught by the Promiſes whither to 
look for life and ſalvation. | 
3 The Promiſes ſerve alſo for Ex- 
bortation, as the Scripture laſt alleadged 
holdeth forth : For ſo many bleſſings as 
you ſee propounded in the Promiſes, ſo many 
invitations are there to provoke mens ſoules 
to come unto Ebriſt ; as old Jacob ſome- 
times provoked his Sons, Gen. 42. 1, 2. 
ſo ſaith the Lord-to the Sons of men 
in his Promiſes, Vhy ſtand ye gazing in 
the want of this and that blefling ? Is 
there not pardon of ſin, and all man- 
ner of bleſſings in Jeſus Chriſt? Thus 
is the ſoul exhorted, not onely to look 
for mercy, but not to reſt till he may 
enjoy 5 — — be not the Pro- 
miſes that can by their oπune power 
carry men an end, yet this is the end to 
which God giveth them, to flir up the- 
Sons of men, not to reſt in behelding f 
the good things in the Fromĩſes bat to 
exhort them to provoke themfelves* 
and one another, to look aftevithe* _ 


f 


Mr. Cottons Treatiſe > © 
Lord; thus did the Apoſtle Peter ex- 
hort the Fewes, and ceftified to them oi 
the free grace of God in his Promiſes, 
Ad 2. 30. and indeed the Promiſes 
are ſtrong grounds of Exhortation to 
ſic up the ſpirics of all Gods people to 
Ipok to Jeſus Chrift, and co come un- 
co him in whom ſuch abundance of 
rich grace is laid up. Thus doe the 
Promiſes of God ſurniſnboth Minifters;. 
and people, with Doctrine, with Inſtru- 
Gion, with Exbortation, in their kinds. 

Now there is a three-fold effect that 
they have in ſome of all ſorts, good 
and bad, that live in the þoſome of the 

Church. 4 

1 They have a power of illuminati- 

on; they will enlighten the minds e- 
ven of Hypocrices, and men indued 
with ne more than common gifts, as - 

well as the people of God; of ſuch the 

Apoſtle ſpeaketh, Heb. 6.4. who were 
once enlighted, & c. and bad taſted of the 
00d word of God; An Hypocrite may 

ve ſuch a tafi of Chriftin che Promi- 

A So affected with it, that he deſpi- 
ſieth all other things in compariſon oſ 

its ſo as that he cometh to reſolve 4 : 

1 1 


of the New Covenant. 
his part never to forgoe himz and hath 
ſo much conſidence in God, that he 
ſaĩth with Haman, Whom will the King 
delight to honour more than my ſelfe ? and 
this illumination he taketh to be a 
ſtrong and e ffectuall Converfion unto 
the Lord. i 
3 The Promiſes have a worke 6 
conviction, if any mat refaſe or deſpiſe 
them, they leave him unexcuſable, Pro. 
I. 24, 25, 26, Cc. Thus is their blood 
juſtly upon their owne head, that refuſe 
and deſpiſe the Promiſes, and they ag - 


gravate their condemnation another 


day; and to this. end the Apoftle ma + 
keth uſe of a pretĩiom Promiſe of God, 
As 13. 38, 39, 40, 41. Aftrange ap- 
plication of ſuch a gratious Promiſe ; 


a ſigne, there is a power in the Promi- 


. 


ſes, even unto this end. . 
Thus we fee there is a marvelous 
gratious uſe of Promiſes before IInioh 
with Chriſt; as to help Minifters and 
people with matter of Dottrine and In- 
ſtruction, and Exhortation; as alſo 
awaken men unto Illumination, 4 


Affection, and — to ſeal 
laſting d rudtion, 
| n them. 
- 2 As N 
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2 As the Promiſes are of uſe before 
our Union with Chriſt, ſo In our union 
ith bim they are of great uſe; for when 
the Lord giveth himſelſe to the ſoule, 
he doth is in a Promiſez he cometh un- 
to the ſoule, riding (as it were) up- 
on the Chariot of a Promiſe, and be- 
getteth Faith hack again in the ſoul by 
the Promiſe, whereby we receive Jeſus 


Chriſt z though before him we can have 


no Promiſe, yet in. a Promiſe we doe 
receive him. This is the very firſt firoke 


of eloſing wich Chriſt, he giveth 'bim-- 


ſelfe, and wWe take him as he offereth 
bimſclfe, even in an abſolute Promiſe ; 
ſuch a like diſpenſation of liimſelſe we 
read of, AF, 3, 25, 26. where Chrift 
is offered in an Abſolute Promiſe of 
free grace, without any Qualification 
mentioned, Howbeit many uf them that 
. beard the ward believed, and the number of 
the men were about five tbouſand; about 
three thoutand of them believed before, 
ſo chat here ure two thouſand that be- 
jeye upon this Abſolute Promiſe, the 
Lord Chrisi is offered to them, and they 
receive him by Faith. The like we read 
alſo, Add 10, 43, 4 To him give all the 
+ Prophets witneſſe, - * through his nume, 


wbo ſo 


ih New Covenant. 
whoſoever believeth in bim; ſball receive 
remiſfion of fins. And while Peter yet 
fptke theſe words, the Holy Ghoſt fel 
on all them which beard the words; 1o that 
the Holy Ghoſt giveth himſelfe, and 
they receive him in an abſolute Pro- 
miſe 5- and left it ſhould be a matter of 


abſolute doubt unto any, conſider thus 


much, that whereas the Lord doth u- 
nite himſelſe to the ſoule, as a Father 


to a child, or as an Husband to a wiſe, , 


it is free: For did you ever know a true 
reall Marriage made in « Conditionall 
Promife } Doth a man ſay to his wife, 
If you prove a loving and a kind wife, then 
Iwil be thine Hus band? Oc doth a wife 
ſay to her Husband, If you will take me 
and love and maintaine me, and all tbe chil- 
dren that God ſball bleſſe us with, then I will 
be your wife ? Would not your foule 
riſe againſt ſuch a Covenant as this? 
Now I beſeech you canfider whether 
we ſhall nat put an unſpeakable diſh» 
nour upon the Covenant of free grace, 
to concebre and expect, that if we carr 


our ſelxes thus and thus; then God will 


be ourt, and wre his; But if thus and 


dad he will Cane Hach thy 
Lord Tha! 
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Ar. Cotton's:Treatiſe 
'Ele&? Indeed the Lord would have 
the Fewes to know , that though he 
were marryed to them, yet he would 
not continue that Covenant, but upon 
condition of obedience; hen they 
were diſobedient, the Lord gave them 
a bill of Divoree but in the Covenant 
of Grace ( ſpoken of, Hof. 2. 19, 20.9 
the Lord givech himſelfe, and you cake 
him in an abſolute Promiſe; and now 
the Lord dwelleth in you, and the foul 
yieldeth up it ſelfe unto God, co be 
wholly at his diſpoſing, and doth not 
ſtint nor limit God upon this and this 
condition, nor doth the Lord ſo bind 
us to the performance of any condi · 
tion, as that if it be not ſound, the 
Covenant will be voyg, yet he requi- 
reth many things of us (es an Huſ - 
band will doe of his wife ) u vo be 
meek and Towly; Ce. but if we faile, 
the Covenant is not broken q; therefore 
believe it, it doth much diſhonour the 
Covenant of Grace, to lay the weight 
pf our intereſt init, upon any Condi- 
tion by which we might plead our 
right unto it. I conſeſſe that the Lord 
doth uſually give himſelſe in a future 
Promiſe, which makes us conceive than 

1914 it | 


ther, give themſelves abſolutely, 
and not in a future Promiſe, and ſay, 
I take thee to be my wife, and I take thee 
to be mine Hwband; but all times are 
alike unto God, thag if che Lord ſay; 
I will marry thee to me in tender _mercies, 
ond faith ulineſſe, and laving kindneſe, be 
doth thar for the — es +5 
miſeth to doe; and againe it in 


though it know not whether the Lord 
hath given himſelſe, yet this 7 
namely, a patient waiting with hape, 
that the Lord will ſhew mercy a che 
length: as when a woman hath a pr. 
miſe of marriage from ber Husband. 
ſhe waiteth in hope untill he give. his- 
ſelfe: ſo there is an Union. or Con- 
tract, when the ſoule doth wait upon. 
God, but when the Lond giveth him 
ſeife more fully, then e 
plainly, and giveth himſelſe, pos in 
| facuce, bus in a preſent Promiſe 3 an 
now the ſoule ſeeth thag the Lord hath 
gracious fellowſhip with him, for eve: 
and ar. f FISTS 
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vaine . os but there are great uſe o a 
them, before our Union all promiies 
are of excellent uſe: in our Union the 
Lord giveth himſelte in an abſolute 
promite onely, but to take Chrift in a 
Conditionall promiſe, by vertue of the 
Condirion, is incompatible to a Cove- 

nant of Grace, 
3 Aſter our union with Chriſt, they are 
of more abundant uſe. They were of 
uſe before we were in Chrift, for Do- 
drine, and for Inſtruclłion, and for Ex- 
bortation, but now they are of more «f- 
bene; in the ſame kind, and 

1 They ſerve us for Dodrine, to teach 
us that there is not onely free grace in 
Chrift, but there are gifts of grace in 
him; and all che treaſures of the good 
— God are in him, and all the 
bleffings of the promiſes made unto M. 
Qualificationg,ore laydup in him alſo. 


2 They ferve for Inftruftion,co dire YI 


us whicher to look for Qualifications, * 
and the bleſſings promiſed unto them 

alſo, namely, to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, - 
to receivethe bleſſing through him, and ; 
the Qualification by the ſame hand; 
for they are firft fulfilled in him: there 
i no good Qnagitten due he an 5 
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in Chrift,no bleſſing chereunto but It js. 
found in him alſoʒin him therſore thy 
are to be ſought for: ſo that though 
a poor ſoule ſee him ſelſe wretched,and 
blind, and naked, yet he hath an huſ- 
band in whom all ciches are laid up; 
this he 16 taught to kao by the pro- 
miſe, and directed alfo to gos to Jeſus 
Chrift, chat enjoying him, he may eu- 
joy all good things in him. 

3 They are of uſe to ſtirre up unto 
Prayer, for now | ſec that all cheſe good 
things are in Chriſt, and in him they | 
muſt be enjoyed, ifichey be enjoyed ac 
all; hereupon the ſoule is fer a work 
( che Holy Ghoſt: concurring there -· 
with) to gonßder, Is where ſo much = 
grace in Chriſt, and in him abundant- 
ly.? Hath che Lord made GG many gra- 


— 


: tjous promĩſes unto ſuch and ſuch gra- 5 % 


cious Qualificationg? whether chen 

ſhould I goe, either for the owe; r nor 
the other, but unto Chrifl, that ha may 
9 it of Faith, -of Love, 
ind ? and wharkoewcr 
elſe ve flandia need of a . 
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Ar. Cotton's Treatiſe 
up by Conditionall promiſes, to ſeek 
unto the Lord for the ſupply of all 
their wants, for in him are all good 
things laid up, and by him are they gi- 
ven unto his ſervants. 

4 They are of uſe to helpe us to 
Know our ſpirituall ſtate, and means to di- 
ſcern thereof: All cheſe qualifications {| 


to which the promiſes are made, are 


fruics of the Spirit, and will more or 
leſſe declare unto you; your ſanctified 


late, which is a marvelous blefling : 


Upon the promiſes made unto ſuch 
conditions, the Lord flirreth up the 


hearts of his people, to ſeek for ſuch 


conditions to which the 1 are 
made, and when the Lord hath given 


them, he then openeth their hearts to 
ſes what he hath given them, and ſo to 
- diſcern their ſanQified eftate. Now I 


know that thou feareſt me, ſeeing thou baſt 
not with · beld tby Son, thine onely Sonne 


from me; ſo the Lord faith to Abrebam, 


Gen. 22. 12. wherein he bare witneſſe 
to hie work, and this doth fill Abrabam 
rong Conſolation, together with 
the Oath of God unto him: for now 
the Lord doth not onely know it mo 
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of the New Covenant. oh 
the Lord doth but breath in ſuch fruis © * 
of the Spirit, if he doch but give pow- 
er to the ſoule to doe ſuch a work un» 
to which the promiſe is made, and doe 


make it'appear unto the ſoule to be in- 


deed ſuch by the revelꝭtion of his blei- 
ſed Spirit, then doth the Lord fill the 
ſoule with Conſolation : But though 
the Holy Ghoſt himſelſe doth not ſo 
ſweetly and ſtrongly breath, and clear 
up his own Teftimony, by the comfors 
which he giveth unto the ſoule in ſuch 
a promiſe, yer a man by the Premiſe 
may (being enlightned of God) di- 
ſcerne what God hath done for him ; 
and hereby the ſoule may 7 it ſelſe, 
Pſal. 9. 18. The expectation of the þ 
foall = periſb for 5 When the 5 
ſoule is meekned by Gods hand, and 
the Lord letteth him ſo diſcern ir, that 
now he quietly refterh upon the Lord, 
now the Spirit of God doth help David 
along to be ſupported with ſame ſtay: 
and befides the waiting of a Chriftian 
upon him, who hath made the pro: 
ſes, doth make him yet more patien 
and hopefull. And this is a fourth uſe 


of Conditionall promiſes, te flrength+ | 8 


en Faith. 


H 
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5 They are oſ uſt to work all theſe 
qualificatioris in us, to which the bleſ- 
fings are promiſed, by the exceeding pre- 
tious Promiſes, we are made partakery of the 
Divine Nature, 2 Pet. 1. 4. and this is no 
ſmall work or uſe of theſe promiſes, 
that from them ſhould ſpring all our 

- gratious qualifications ; for the Lord 
having promiſed ſuch bleſſings in them, 
ckeſe promiſes being received and en- 
joyed, and meditared on by us, we be- 
bolding them, and the glory of the Lord Je- 
ſus in them, are changed into the ſame I- 
mage from glory to glory, even as by the Spi- 
rit of the Lord, 2 Cor. 3. 18. This great 
power there is in the Promiſes, to help 
an end the work of God in the ſoul of 
4 Chriftian : ſo that though they were 

never given to bring us to Chriſt, yet 
to this end they were given, to work 
all choſe qualifications in us, to which 
the bleffings are promiſed. Yea, and 
they may truly be ſaid to be given to 
bring us co Chriſt, in this ſenſe, That 
though our Faith be not begotten by 
«ny promiſes to gratious qualificati- 
Otis pre&-exiftent in us; yet they may 
beget ſuch qualifications of Faith, to 
which promiſes are made. a 
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are of uſe to fir up au e 


6 
voke Chriſtians to all ſuch duties towhich 
bleſſings are promiſed; they ftir them ap 


effectually. The Lord maketh a Pro- 


miſe, 2 Cor. 6. 17, 18. And mark what 
uſe the Apolile maketh of it, being a 


8  condicionall Promiſe, Chap. 7. 1. Ha- 


ving therefore theſe Promiſes, &c. let us, c&c. 
implying, that the having ot theſe Pro- 
miſes ftirrech up Gods people unto du- 
ties; and the Lord is wont to breath 
in them, and ſo to ſet forwards the 
work of cl:anſing of the hearts and 
wayes of his ſervants. | 

7 They are of uſe further, to ſtrengib- 
en Faith : for the Lord that hath made 
ſuch Promiſes, will accompliſh chemfoc 
his Servants, Gen.z2. 9, 10. Jacob chere 
putteth the Lord in mind of his Pro- 
miſe, and ſaid, O God of my fatber Abra- 


bam, and God of my father Iſaac, the Lord, 


which ſaidſt unto me, Returne unto thy 


|. Conmtrey, and to thy Kindred, and I will 


deale well with thee ; and he was now re- 
turned according to the appointment 


of God, hut what now, doth he plead 


the condition ?mind in the next words, 
Tam not worthy the leaſt of all the wercy, 
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xt 0 thy Servant? yet now though he 
taderh not any worth at all, yet ſee- t. 
the Lord hed promiſed ſuch a mer- | n 
ey to him, he prayeth for it, ver.11.De- | t 
liver me I pray thee from the band of my | rt 
brother. Thus his faith is ſtrengthned, 1 

0 

| 


though he doth not plead any worthi- 
neſſe to receive mercy · So. al ſo doe ab- 
ſolute promiſes firengthen faith, and 
the prayer of faith, 2 Sam. 7. 13, 14, &c, 
The Lord there promiſcth David, that 
he would build him an houſe, and that 
he would not take bis mercy from his 
Children, this ſtirreth up and ſtrength- 
neth che faich of David, ver. 28, 29, c. 
This well ordered and ſure Covenant of God 
was all bis ſtay, and all bis ſalvation. though 
bis houſe was not ſo with God, 2 Sam. 23. 
5. So when the Lord promĩſeth to heal 
the backſlidings ofhis people, Ho. 14-5. 
their hearts are firengihned to come 
unto che Lord, and ſay, O Lord thy words 
are true, let it pleaſe thee to heal the back- 
lings of thy ſervants. Thus by the pro- 
mies of God, the Faith and faith- 
'full prayers of his ſervants, are both 
3 3 firengthned together. 25 
1 No let me ſurther ſay thus much, 
=. let us rightly diſcern what uſe n 
a 3 of 


| of theprincipall part of cheSeriptures,; -. - 
take heed you doe not cloſe with pro 

miſes before we have Jeſus Chriſt in 
them: eſpecially take heed you make” 
not uſe of a promiſe to a gratious qua- 


lification, to give you your part in 


4 Chrift, neither be taken afide co make 


account that the Lord did give you 
himſelfe gratiouſly in à conditionall 
promiſe, for theſe are aberrations from 
the Covenant of grace: confider there- 
fore well what the promiſes be, 'and 


what uſe the Lord would have us to 


make of them, it is not for a woman 
to take her husbands inheritance be- 


fore ſhee take his perſon ; & you know 


that all the bleſſings and all the promi- 


ſes are (as it were) the Inheritance ol 


the Lord Jeſus, given unto him and to 
no other but in his name, and there- 


fore there is not any ſoule under hea- 


ven that can challenge his Right in 
Chriſt at the firft by any promiſe, till 


Chrift firſt be given, either in that pro» I . 


miſe, or in ſome former : if you know 
that you are in Chrift, you may know 
that the promiſes are yours, otherwiſe 


you ſhall not be able to know your __ 
right in Chrift by your 'righs in che 
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ke z ani therefore doe not turne 
them upfide downe beyond the ſcope 
and intendment of che promiſes . 


Covenant of grace: we may take occa · 


fion by them to admire the goodneſſe 
and grace of God, as David did, Pſal. 3 1. 
19. Thus ought we to conſider of them, 
and whither to looke that we might 
enjoy them, and the bleſſings in them: 
If y ou (hall ſay we have been conver- 
ted, and have had gratious changes 
wrought in us; be not deceived, ſuch 
worke may reach no farther than con- 
viction, and you may come to turne 
your backs upon Jeſus Chriſt. Confi- 
der therefore did ever the Lord give 
bimſelfe to be one with you; when- 
loe ver the Lord doth ſtrike up the bond 
of Union, it is in a free promiſe of his 
face. 

Traft not therefore upon every lean- 
ing bf your ſoule upon condicjonall 
promiſes, for ſo you may build upon 
a Covenant made upon a worke, and 
ſo you and your Covenant may faile 
together. But when you read how the 
Loid hath made ſuch promiſes to ſuch 
and ſuch qualificacions, then confider,, . . 
. thoſe things ate indeed requilite | 
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to be ſound in you, but who is chere in 
hezven or earth chat can worke chem 


in you, there is none but Jeſus Chriſt, 


and unleſſe you have him to be in 
you cannot have any of theſe thing 


wrought in you. But will a poort 


ſoule ſay, | am not able co reach the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, therefore all the 

romĩſes doe fall heavie upon a man, 
and he ſeeth that they are too burthen- 
ſome, and too weighty ſor him: he 
doth not ſay, here is the qualification, 


and here is the bleſſing promiſed to it, 
and therefore I will take it co my ſelfe, 


but one that is taught of God, doth 
forthwith goe and pray unto God,that 


he will fer him in the way of thoſe 
bleſſings, and that ſo he will make him 


partaker of them, he prayeth that God 
will give him his Sonne, and that he 
will adorne him with his grace, as a 
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bride of Jeſus Chrift, Thus while the 
fonle doth looke towards Jeſus Chriſty” 
and grace in him, the Lord doth ſecrets -__ 
ly ceranſforme him into the image of 
Chriſt, by working ſuch eng 
in him, and then beareth witneſſi © 
(Ant ſanAification, which is wrought 
in his heart, thereby enlarging bivſoule / 
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doth ſtrengthen the faith of his people 
to believe, that all thoſe things, which 


in Jeſus Chrifi, and the Law fullflled 


therefore I come unto God in prayer 
to make good thoſe promĩſes unto me, 
in a right way,which would have been 
prepoſterouſly applyed before Chriſt 
was given: And this may ſerve for An- 
ſwer to the 5*h Queſtion. 


i 


If the Lord doe give himſelte . firſt in 


then be a doubt and a queſtion in a 


* before any bleſſing, before any promiſe 
pw in order of nature ( though he giveth 
himſelfe alwayes in a promiſe) if wee 
cannot claime any bleſſing from God 
"At the firſi in any conditionall pro- 
miſe, therefore not by any condition 
in our ſelves, but as we received all 
things from God, fo. wee claime all 
things from him in Jeſus Chrift, and 
fo doe firſt ſeeke for him, and for all 
things in him: If chus, to what uſe then 


wich ſtrong conſalation in Jeſus Chriſt, * 
and in the ſame way ic is that che Lord” 


: 
$ 
* =; 


God hath promiſed, are accompliſhed | 


in me ſo farre as Chrifl is in me, and 


| Queſt. 6, Wee come now unto a fixt Queftion. 
| che Covenant of his grace, this may 


Chriftian ſoule, If God give himſelſe 


ſerveth 


[4 


of the New Covenant. - 10 
ſerveth the Law of God, which requi- 
reth ſuch and ſuch conditions in us, 
doe we not abrogate the Law, & make 
ic of none effect, and roote it out from 
having any power over Chriftiatis? ?:: 
And truly ſome, under pretence of tze 
Covenant of grace, have thought it al 
together bootleſſe to bind Chriſtians 
unto the Law of God, and to looke at 

it as any part of the direction of their 
Courſe. Now becauſe this is an im- 
putation uſually reflected upon the 
Covenant of Grace, let us Confider. 
therefore and enquire to what uſe fer. Þ ' 
veth the Law of God, if God give him- 2 
ſelſe firſl unto his people in the Cove- ö 
nant of his grace. NY 
Though the Lord giveth himſelſe Anfw, 
freely to the ſoule, and his Sonne, and 
all che bleſſings of the Covenant of 
grace, without reſpect unto any worke 
of the Law; yet the Law is of ſpeeialt+_ 
and notable uſe unto all the ſonnes of a. A 
men, both unto them that are hot yet 
brought home unto God by convert- E- N 
ing grace, and alſo to thoſe that ate r- 
generate in Jeſus Chriſt. The . 


Paul did obſerve that the 
would ariſe upon the dofrin? of the 2. 
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Covenant of grace, Gal. 3. 16, 17, 1% 
For if ibe bleſſing of Abrabam came pen 
3 4be people of God by Feſus Cbriſt, to what 
end then ſerveih the Law, which came 4.30 
yeares after ? Ic cannot diſanull grace, 
to make the promiſe of God of none 
effect? to what end then ſervetb it Some 
ſay it js ot no uſe, others ſay that it is 
of ſuch ute that they had rather re- 
nouncs thc C venant of grace than it: 
but the Anſwer is, it is of eſpeciall uſe 

both unto ſpirituall and carnall men, 
Firft, unto carnall men, and they are 
of two ſorts, ſome belong unto the 
election of grace, though they be not 
yet called; others art not written in 
the Lambs booke of life, but will in che 
end finally periſh, and che Law is yet 

of uſe unto both ſorts of them. 

For che Elec, it is of uſe unto them; 
to aggravate their fin, and to multiply 
it unto chem as it were, that Ii to ſay, 
| to aggravate-the apprehenſion of the 
„ hainouſneſſe of Gn upon their Conſcã- 
. ences, and to ſet home the burchen of 
1 fin unto theic ſoules , thereby to drive 
+. them to ſeele their great need of the. 
Lord Jeſus Chrift, whom otherwiſe | 
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Thus the Apoſtle an(wereth in * 
place afprenamed; The Law was added, 
#8 becauſe of tranſgreſſions z that they mighe 2 
of clcercly appeare, and be aggravared "50 
thereby, that a man might plainly dif- | 
xe ccrne how he hath made himfclte li- 
je ble to the wrath of God, by ſo mani» 
is fold breaches of ſo many Command- 
ment in one Kinde or other: the Law 2 
giveth cleere knowledge of ſinne, and 
e 4 ſo much the more doth it ſer on the Bb: 
weighe of it upon the Conſcience, - 
e | working feare in the heart, Rom. 8. 15. 
And hence it is,that the Apoſtle celleth "= 
© us, Gal. 3. 24. The Law was our Schoole- | 
n ; 
p 
1 


Maſter to Chrift As a Schoole- Mafter 
driveth his Scholler through feare un- 
to this or that duty, either to doe ir 
himſelfe, or (if be cannot) to get o- 
chers to doe it for him; ſo the Law of 
God driveth the ſoule through feare - 
unto Jeſus Chriſt 3 not that ic doth re- 
veale Chrift a Saviour of free-grace,- 
but the ſoule being once brought 7 
dowae under ſenſe of ſin by the ten- 
rours of the Law, will readily & wil- - - 
lingly hearken unto the newe of 
« Saviour; for being once made ſenſ 


4 be On Ee 2 
++ _ 2 


rang 264- 
E 


Ui; wad un wolghines 86 be redeem 


from the wrath of God; now is © 9 


ſoule fitted to heare the voyve of 

Goſpell, now is the newes of Chrid 
beautifull and glad cidings : And of 
this uſe is the Law unco the Ele& of 


' God, before they come under the Co- 
venant of the grace of God. oo 


2. Bur of whacuſe is the Law e 
other men? 


Firſt, the Diſobedience of it is of al 


Secondly, che Obedience of it. 


1. The Diſobedience; for if men had} | 


not knowne fin, it had been ſome pre 
rence, though they had committed ſin, 
but when men have the knowledge of 
the Law, and yet commit fin willingly; 
no they have no cloake for their fin, 
Kom. 1. 21. compared with 32. where 
5 — Apofile ſpeaketh of the great fin of 4 
FI ntiles, and much more of the”; 
5 . bo thougb they knew God, and be 


t of God, and that tbey'which com- 


nit ſuch wickeines are worthy of death, yet | 


onely doe the ſame, but have pleaſure inn 


that doe them. When a man ſhall 1 


* onely doe ſuch wickednes ; but 


blefſe himſalfe in it, this aggravateth a 


ation; if men will nor 


Qt ago gp a nr dd rac „ee „ owt» 5 
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ff the None; ( | 
comeunto Feſu Chriſt that they 
baye life, Job. 5. 40. hat faith aig 
viour in ſuch a A lee verſ. 45. Moſes 
will judge all c that pleaſe them- 
ſelves in wick«dyes,and will not turne 
to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Thus 2 is 


ule of the Lã y unto dilobedi 
ſons, their diſobedience will neee 


without excuſe, N fin ageinff 2 
S c ee net he mein 
which che Lord bath admin 


iy 


them: for though the 1 never Pay: 
them, ſ ch grace: as ke y { 
yatign, per (ach, III 


a the Sd 5 ft 


2. e when they wwe been inlar- 
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A: Cortori's Treaviſe 
veth to —— them in theit"finties; 
(though that be but an accidental l uſe 
theredf ) their finnes are thereby made 
out of meaſure ſinful], Rom 7. 13. They 

harden their hearts marvellouſly. 

'T, By their Obedience to che! W. 
2. By the Comfort they finde in 
a Obedience. ö 

For the fir of theſezthe Apofile Paul, 
48,23. 1. had kept ſo good a Conſci- 
ence, that he knew not any ſin againfl 
the Law that he had lived In, but 
Gough he wa 92 unrebukeable; he did 
e afterwatc For! 3.7 


I 2 before be thought bag 
e tozngs that before f 5d 
fron now be countetb them but 

at be nich witine brit! when a 

401 ittaineth utico outward confor- JI. 

to the Law he is then indet rel 


3255 Juftific himſelfe and to = 
it is Indeed good for Pe poore tinfull” 
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of the New Covenitit. 

Befort thei. Mat. 21, 3132 · For many 
times you ſhall have the moſt debolll 
aud prophanc more humbled and rea- 
dier to tiearken to the voyce of Chrift, 
and ſooner convinced of the neceſſity 
of the Covenant of grace, than choſe 
that are morally righteous by the law, 
Rem. 9. 30, 31, 32. & Chap. 10. 21. 
Thus the Law becometh a ſnare unto 
them, and that which is of fingular 
and wholſome uſe unto the childr 
Jof God, is made death unto them. An 

as their obedience to the Law is thus a 
ſnare unto them; So, ſecondly, the de- 


light and comfort which they take in 
their n js a greater ſnare than 


the other The ſtony and thorny foile 
did beare the ward withjo \ and ſo thoſe 
Ihypocrites, Lai. 58. nd Klgbe to ap- 
proach wnto God; but what followed u 
on the delight which they tooke in 
God, and in holy duties, is made them 
{ready to expoſtulace wich God, wh 
Ide did not anſwer tliem acco 
Icheir Works; die delighe whic 
Jfound did ſo fill their hearts i 
Jſurance of the grace of ( 
! look t their datles, as. fo.mai 
Item df cht _ 'God 
| 2 
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ſoules; and then when men come to 
finde more comtort in their obedicn 


than in the ꝑrace of God in Jeſus Chr l, 


it maketh them ready to expottulate 


liation, he then thinketh he'hath no 


it. Againe, the obedience of it and come 


with God touching the worth of their 
owne Tighteoufnes.: Tſe. 57. 10. Thon 
baſt found the life of thine band, therefore 
thou woſt not grit ved; So long as a man 
findeth life and comfort in his one 
performances, what need dan he ſee 
to be grieved for the want of Jeſw 
Chriſt?or at the beſt, if he doe grieve and 
finde his heart comforted in grieving, 
ar, d delighting in the Courie of humi» 


need of being furcher ſolicitous about 
his ſpirituall eſtate. Thus we fee thay 
the Law of Gcd is of marvellous uſe in 
the day«s of the Goſpell z of great uſe 
unto Choſe that belong unto God, to 
breake their hearts for ſinne, and to 
drive them to Feſw Cbriſt; and for o- 
thers, the diſobedience ofthe Law leaves 
them without excuſe, that ſo diſobey 


fort in that obedience doth harden the 
hearts of others from Chriſt,  _ 

2. But what ſay you then unto men 
that are under a Covenant of beg 
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to God, but under the Law to Chriſt, 1 Cor. 


not goe afide to a Covenant of works, 


and brought unto fellowſhip with 
Chrift therein? of what uſe is the Law 
of God unto ſuch ? is it utterly anti- 
quatec?or is there any more to be done 
about it? | 4 
The Apoſtle anſwereth this queſtion, Aufs. 
when he ſaith, I am not without the Law ; 


9. 21. So that (mind you) the Law is 
of uſe unto the Apofile Paul, but how ? 
As the Law cometh under Chi iſt, fo 
Paul cometh under the Law; this is the 
ſumme of the Anſwer, but that would 
be further explained. What meaneth 
he, when he ſayth, I am wider the Law 
to Chrift ? In ſome ſenſe a Chriſtian is 
fte / d from the Law, in ſome ſenſe he is 
under the Law; ſo farre as the Law is 
any way befides or eur of Chrift, fo 
farre the Apoſtle is without the Law; 
fo farre as the Law is under Chrift, fo 3 
farre he is under the Law; keepecloſe - 
to theſe two principles, and you ſhall 7 
ſafely avoyd rockes on every hand, 
thus by the uſe of the Law ſhall you 


nor by attendance unto grace,ſhall you 
neglect the Law. How farre is the Law 
under Chrift > When ic hath brough 
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the ſoule neerer unto Chriſt, and in z 


remote manner prepared him: the Law 
is in Chrift, and you ſubjed to it in 
him. 1. As the Law is given by Chriſt, 
2. As in Chriſt helpe is given to per- 


forme it. Firſt, as the Law is given by 


Chrift, as 1 Tbeſ. 4. 2, 3. — and many 
other Commandments he gave them, 
all which are legal] Commandments, 
and yet the Apoſtle gave them by tbe 
Lord Feſus, So Mat. 5. to the end of the 
Chapter. Our Saviour would not have 
us thinke,that be came to deſtroy the Law, 


or the Propbets,but to fullfill them ; and to 


that end he doth there expound the 
ſpiricuall & true meaning of the Law ; 


that whereas the Phariſees held forth 


the outward letter of the Law to be 
obſerved onely, as thinking that un- 
leſſe a man did commit the act of mur- 
ther, he was not guilty of the breach of 
the fixt Commandment;and if he com- 
witred not the act of Adultery, he tranſ- 
greſſed not the ſeventh Command - 


ment; and ſo of the reſt; Our Saviour 


Chriſt expoundeth the Law more ſpi- 
ritually, ſhewing that Anger againſt a 
mans brother is a breach of the ſix; 
Commandment, and whoſycver 0 

5 ooke 
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of the New, oe ' 
looke on 4 woman to luſt after i 
committed Adultery with ber already in 

beart, and broken the ſeventh Com- 
mandment. Thus Cbriſt hath as it were 
revived Moſes ; but as the Law given by 
Chrift is not a Covenant of works, 
bat a Commandmenc of well- doing; 
and he having given it, we take qur 
ſelves bound to be ſubject unto it. The 
Apoſtle alſo preſſeth the morall Law 
upon ſeverall relations of men, Eph. 6, 
1, 2, 3- & c. It is an honqur to Chriſl, 
that his ſervants ſhould be holy, as be 
is holy; ic is for the glory of God, and 
he requireth itzihe Apoſtle James preſ- 
ſeth ic, Chap. 2. 8. to the end of the 
Chapter; If you fullfill tbe Royal Low, 
according to the Scripture, ¶ Thou ſhalt love 
thy. neighbour as thy ſelfe ) ye doe well. 
And 'againe, Fboſoever ſhall keepe the 
whole Law, and yet offend in one point, be is - 
guilty of af. Thus wee ſee the Apoſil es 
of Jeſus Chrift put it upon Chriſtia ns 
to keepe the Law of God; and Chrift 
himfelfe beareth 2957 to = ay 
for God will never juſtiſie fin to be no fi 

though be will juſtiſſe the perſon of a ſin- 

ner 


Now u the Lard Jeſus giveth the 
b = | I 4 Law, 
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"I = 0. and as ic were renueth it, ſo he 
doth: alſo give his Spiric unco his ſer- 


would he not wrice in the hearts of his 
people, nor give unco them his holy 


it not his will in Je ſus Cbriſt, that the 
Law ſhould be the Rule of holines and 
righteouſnes unto his people; hence it 
is that the children of God, though 
they be not under the Covenant of the 
Law, yet take themſelves to be bound 
to the obedience of it, for if Chriſt have 


he haye ratified jt by giving them his 
Spirit to teach and ſtrengthen them to 
to obey the Law, though they be under 
the Covenant of grace; for doe we make 
yea, we eſtabliſh the Law; for what need 
Chriſt, if they were not bound unto 


mandment of the Law? therefore the 
free juſtification of men under. a, free 


obedi- 


. _ vants, enabling them to keep it. Fer. 3 1. 
33. and Ezeh, 36. 27. Now this Law - 


Spirit, enabling them to keepe it, were 


given the Law 2s well as Moſes, and if 


keepe it, though not perfectly, yet ſin- 
cerely, then they take themſelves bound 


poyd the Law tbrongb faith ? God forbid; 
have Chriſtians of free juftification by 


the obedicnce of the Laiy by the Com- 


Coyenant cf grace doth' efi:bliſh he 


- AGTH < L455 I ES I þ 
eile New Covenapt. 
obedience of the Law otherwiſe what 
need they run to Chriſt co ſave them 
from the Curſe ot the Law? Why dos 
we ftill run to Chriſt for the contipu- 
ance of our Juſtification, but that we 
find our ſelves ungodly Creatures a- 
gainſt the rightcous and holy Law of. 
God? Therefore if God have given men 
the Law, & his Holy Spitit to ſtrength- 
en them in the obedience of it, and his 
grace to ſave them from the curſe of ic, 
then. Chriftians are to know, that they 
are bound co keep the Law, they lye 
under the authority of it, and dare 
not pluck their necks from under that 
yoke, | 

Now there are divers effects ſpring - 
ing from the ſubjection of Gods peo- 
ple to the Commandement of the 
Law. 

1 As they take themſelves bound to 
the obedience of ic, fo they believe and 
many times feele the fatherly difplea- 
ſure of God, when they tranſreſſe it; 
now the tranſgreſſion of the L could 
not bring them under the diſpleaſure 
of God, unleſſe th re bound un- 
to the Commandement of the Law: 
| This diſpleaſure David was _—_ 2 
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© 7 Bfel. 38. 3, 2, 3, Ce. where he makeg 


many complaints, which doe all of 
them ſpring from the conſcience of tiii 
diſobedience of the Law, which God 
hath framed in the hearts of his ſer- 
vants, whereby they reflect upon their 
fin as the ground of all the diſtempera, 
which lye upon their bodies or minds. 
This is the firfteffe& of the ſubjection 
of Gods people to his Law, they lye 
under the faĩth and ſenſe of the danger 
of the diſobedience of it. | 
2 They are under the faith and ſenſe 
alſo of Gods gratious acceptance of 
their wayes, when they are ſutable to 
the bleſſed directions of his word; not 
that they can raiſe there- from their ju- 
Kified eſtate, but by the ſame Spirit of. 
God, whereby they are helped to obey 
the Commandements of God, they doe 


ſee the Lords gratious approbation of 
them in their poore and weake endea- 
vours 3 for the Lord knoweth the way of 
the righteowe,that is,acknowledgeth and 


approveth it, Pſal. 1. 6. When the Lord 
by his Spirit boweth the hearts of his 


people unto obedience, then he know 
eth and accepteth their obedience, Gen. h 
23. 12, Thus the Lord beareth witneſs: 
. s : unto 


| 


a enn ee "5 


; * * 
9 


unto bis Sexyanys, that hedorh gef 
their works ſo that they al lags 

and believe, that the Lord doth ace 
knowledge their pooreſt and weakeff 
endeavours, unto which they are car- 
ried forth by his Spirit, in che Obedi- 
ence of his word: this the Prophet Das 
vid confirmeth, Pſal. 18.20. to 26. where 
he ſpeaketh of his righteous deali 
wich Saul, and whereas his enemies lai 
it to his charge that he was an enemy 
unto Seul,the Lord beareth him witnes, 
that he had walked toward Saul with a 
good conſcience now the Lord having 
led him an end to deale juſily, and 1 
teouſſy, and purely with Saul, having 
kept him from all the malice and out» 


J rage of Saul, and maintained his ca 


agaiuſſ him, and delivered him ous of 
his hands, whom the Lord bad now ro- 
jeQed,hercin the Prophet ſeeth the Lord 


0 r en him, when in the name of 
bis Son, by | 
is helped to attend unto the Comman» 


the power of his Spirit, he 


dements of God. This is comfortable 
unto a Chriſtian ſpirit, when the Lo 


beareth witnefſe unto bis ſoule, that he 


1 5 — 


2322 
ſervants of God, being in a ſlate of grate 


ence, they doe diſcern, ee. yet in their 
. „ beſt 


Ir Totrons Treatiſe "OM 


in Jeſus Chriſt, have looked at them- 
{elves as bound by the Commande-' 
ments of the Law, and as being under 
the Law to Chrift, who hath given the 
Law and power unto his ſervants fin- 
cerely to keep it, both by writing in 
their hearts a Law of lr by 
44 his Holy Spirit within them; 

r if the people of God were not ſenſi- 


ble of their bounden duty to the obſer». 


vation of the Law of God, they would 
neither have faich nor ſenceof Gods fa- 
therly diſpleaſure, when they negli- 
gently breake theſe Lawes ; neither 
would they be ſenſible of Gods accept» 
ance of their conformity thereunto. 
But we know what the Apoſtle ſaith, 
2 Cor. 1. 12. For our rejoycing is this, the 
Teftimony of our Conſcience, &c. And tru- 
ly the Lord doth often beare witneſſe 
unto the integrity of his Servants, 4 · 
gainft the oppoſitions of men. So he 
did to Abrabam, to David,to Paul,andto' 
ſundry of the Servants of God, though 
they are not wont to build their ſafe 
eftate thereupon: Yer this kind of Gods; 
acceptance of their wayes and obedi- 


of the New Covenant. 


beſt obedienge, which they doe perform, 
they ſee the need they have to goe unco 
God ſot juftifyirg grace, bicauſe if chey 
have failed in any one ciccumſtancg 
cheir beſt righteouſneſſe is polluted, 
therefore they have necd of Je(w Chriſt 
to cover thehpilings of their molt rj 

rformance ;. chis Nebemigh was ſen» 
ole of, when he had been very faiths 
full in reforming che abuſes of the bah 
both, and of pany other Qcdinances. of 
God; and though the Lord had helps 


. 


ed him to undertake the Refprmation . 
wich much dexterity and ſucceſſe, yes 


for all this he runneth unto Chriſ fog 
acceptance. and pardon, Næbem. 13. 22. 
And what would he have done it he 
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ur. Cotton's Theatife 
Whit doe all theſe things argue, but 
that a Chriſtian being under the Cove- 


nant of the grace of God, doth ſubmit 


himſeclfe unto this yoke of God, Thus 
far then à Chriflian is under the Law 


to Chriſt, 10 far as this. Law is under 


Chrift; he is under t Command of 
Giri, and under — avg 'and 0 
. Pleaſure, if he nepligently fo again 
the Law, d bung Chr | E. funnel 
for pardon add cleatifing,and ùnto Him 


be chmeth for acceptatice' of his obedi- 


| ence; ſo'thiat he hath no uft of the Law 


but unto Clitift, and in und undder 


him. 
1 70 ob 1 a Ebriftin nr wider the 
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way. The Law is not made for n 

man, x Tim: 1. 9. That is; not the Co- 
venant of the Law; for el fe we are un- 
der the Commandments of the Law to 
Chrift: Bur the Jewiſh Teachurs taught 
more, xo wit, the Covenant oſ the Law 


wrico falracion: Not bur cht he Lew 


A eue 


wh 2014 
Wee 
Comma! 
given s 1 c and di Tf 

nrigpally and” fiiners, Ce. E II. 1. 9. 

terre of the La 
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„mee thew' df their ſinnes f the 
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1% . Cotton's Treati/e Z 
4 di-nce z and chis is a fruitof hisex 
emption from under the Covenant of 
the Law; for ifa man ſhould look fo 

life by his obedience co the Law, — 

fear condemnation by the breach oſ it 
this would bring a man under the Coy 
venant of the Law; for the ſanctiong 
of che Covenant of the Law is Life to 
them that obey, and to them that diſ4 
obey death and the curſe; but a Chriſſi- 
an looketh not for lite dy, his obedig 
ence, and that is plain, f (al:1 3· 2. Rom 

3. 20. Therefore no b 

trom our obedience. to che La = | 


But me thinks (you will * 5 4 Chr | 
flian Ve Hee by D e. 


deed poor ule, bur wi 2 man. to 5 5 
Covenant of grace, and naor.t to aasee, 
then he may fear; But. man kno; 

himſelſe to be under che venant 0 
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to take notice of it, boch men of bigh 
and low degree: Wherefore ſhould I feare 
in the dayes of evill, when the iniquities of 
my beeles ſball compaſſe me abo? Where, 
fore? Truly if chere be any fear in the 
world, one would think this ſhould 
procure it? what ſfould a man fear, if 
not this: David yet profeſſeth it, and 
would have all men to know it, that 
there is no cauſe therein why Chris 
ſtian man ſhould fear 3 wbere fore 
I fear ? xc. Though ie ſhould follow 


you to the Stocks, or to Priſon, yet 


there is no cauſe why it ſhould make 
you fear. Men that truſt themſelves in their 
wealth, and boaſt themſelves in the multi- 
tude of their riches, none of them can by 4. 
ny means redeem bis brother, nor give to 
God a ranſome for bim, that be (bould ſtill 
live for ever, and not ſee corruption... Had 
David had nothing but the wealth.of 
his Kingdome, he might flave feared 
— | enough, but here's his confidence, 
ver . 15. 03 75: * 33. 
But will not this make a Chriſtian — 
ton againſt God, and cauſe bim to abuſe big. 
liberty to bardneſſe of beart? 
Ns, no, this is dhe kindly melting 
of a godly heart, to 8 a Redeem - 
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Air. Cutton's Treatiſe 
era love, drawing him from the power 
of the grave, and that he ſhould by his 


fins: pierce the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, this 


meleech him more than all his other 
fins;eſpecially-contidering the abound. 
ing grace of God, which where ſin bat b 
abonnded , aboundeth much more. Thus 
when a man doch not look for life by 
his owne righteouſneſſe, but knoweth 
the Redemption of ſoules to be more 
pretious than ſo this ſheweth a man 
not · to be under a Covenant of works, 
and then his very iniquity ſnall not make 
kim afraid, there is fachia ſlate: in Chri- 

fariity, and let all men knqm· it. 
But will not all men think the worſe of 

Ehriftion proſeſfon? ä 
No, David will have all men know; 
ic; that they may ſee the difference hes 
teveen all worldly confidences;and the 
confidence of Chtiftiansz all the glo- 


ry of worldly men will leave them to 


obedlence : 80 neither dork he ſeek for 
any blefling ltum his obedithge; nor 
fear any curſe from his diſobedience. 
And theretore if there be any Promiſes 
of bleſſing made to any obedince 
(though God Hhogdld help him ro as 
much obedience ay might be) he doth 
not. look for any bleſſing frum that o- 
bedience, Rom. 4 45 9, 6; He Jooketh 
nos for his bleſſedneſſe from his works, 
chough he ſhould perform ul the con- 
dicibns to Which the Prdmiſes ate 
made, yet he expecteth all his _— 


I E from free Jaſtifeation and union with 


the Lord Jeſus Chriſt : Bleſſed is the man 
td whom the Lord impuic ib not fin 3 this is 
che bleſſedneſſe of Chriſtians. It is crue, 
the Lord doth bleſſe the workings of 
His fervants; and accept them, Mat. 25. 
34, 35, 36.— Tlius Chrift bleſſerh = 
chem; but chey ate not ſenfible of their 

good deeds;{o as to expect blefiihps for 
thele obediente ſake, and therefore they 
—— an ſtoere, and — — _—_ = 
we tee an {4 ea thee, of b. 
and gave ee) Neth do chly 


fear the curſe ot br thiat thett fins 
ſhoald ſeparate rom God; thoſe. , 
char ate nude the law indeed ,, 
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9, 10, &. where hedoth not the 
performance of Gods Com to | 


3 


Ar. Cotton's Treatiſe 


ed, if chey doe not continue in all 
things that are written in the Law to 


doe them: But this Curſe is removed 


from the Ele& by Jeſus Chriſt. 

3 This alſo is a third effect of the 
freedom from the Covenant of works, 
that a Chriſtian doth not look for con» 
jugall comfort from his obedience, nor 


fear conjugall divorce, from his aiſo- 


bedience. Jn a Covenant of works ic 


is with a man as it was with Leab(Ja- 


cobs wife ( who expected love and tel - 
lowſhip from her Husband, becauſe of 
her fruicfulnes, Gen. 29. 32, 34- but 


thus doth not a man under a Covenant 


of grace, for when he hath done all he 
can, he is ready to ſay, I am an unproſi · 


table ſervant, Luke 17. 10. and doth. 


not chalenge God for any of his deal - 
ing with him, he ſeeth he de ſerveth not 
his daily bread, and ſo looks ſor no re- 
ward from his good works; though the 
Lord will gratiouſly acknowledge his 
ſervants in what they doe according to 
his will, yet they are not wont to plead 
any ſuch thing, which is, very obſerva» 
ble in the practice of Jacob, Gen. 33+ 


tO 


rere mPp39©5 = oo wm a co 


eth his unworthineffe, and looketh for 
grace from the Promiſe of God; De- 
liver me I pray thee from the hand of my 
brother, for thou ſaidſt, I will ſurely doe 
thee good. Nor doth a Child of God fear 
divorce by his diſobedience, though is 
have been very great. Sometimes the 
people of God have not onely rejected 
the ſervants of God, but the Lord him- 
ſelfe. 1 Sam. 8. 7. But when Samuel 
had preſſed hard upon them for their 
ſin, Cha. 12. and they were truly hum- 
bled, then Samue ! ſaid unto them ver. 
20, 21, 22.) Fear not, &c. Therefore 
feare you not, ne will not caſt you off: 
So that (mind you) a r Chrifti- 
an doth not fear divorce from hisdif- 
obedience, for if we ſhould look for 
bleſſings from the one, or curſings from 
the other, we walk as nöt under Chriſt, 
but under the Law: But he that is freed 


from the Covenant of works, is freed . 


alſo from expeQing ſalvation, or fear- 
ing damnation for what he doth: He 
knoweth the Lord will hide his face 
from him, if he doe evill, but he know- 
eth the Lord will not caft him off for 

ever, yet he dares not commit fin, bus 
| K 3 being 


of the New Covetiint. 131 


procure any bleſſing, bur acknowledg - 


being under grace, he is the more — 


Red if he ſhall at any time diſpleaſe 


God, and procure chaſtiſement to him: 
ſelfe, and by this means the Lord dogh 


mortifie hia diſtempers; an the other 


lide, ii he doe well, he will not (ay now 
my Husband will cleave untq me, and 
dwell with me: No, no, we are freed 
from the Law, Rom. 7. 4, But we were 
not ſo, it we look for conjugall love 
from God for our obedi«pce to the 
law; it is tive, ifa man be marryed 
to the Law, bis obedience unco it will 
ſupply comfort unto bim, but it we bg 
dead unto the, Law, we have no lite in 
ic, nor by it, but onely in Feſus Chłiſt, 
from. whom we expect our comioies 
indeed we are troubled that we ſhould 
fin againſt the grace of God, otherwiſe 
we look not at our obedience or dif- 
obedience. to make, us accepted or re- 
jected. ' | 1 ' 
4 And finally, the ſoule doth noe 
claim his rigbr unto any Conditionall 
Promiſe by his performance of the conn 
dition, nor doth he deny h imſe fe thei 
bleſſing that the Promiſt may reach forty 
unto him, though he be wantiig An- 
bedicnge to this or that Commande- 
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ment: Pregnant for this purpoſt ie the 
example of Facob(which we mentioned 
before, Gen, 3 2. 9, 10. Who though be 
had a plain and a full Promiſe ot-Gad 
to doe him good, if he would retmurne 
unto his Countrey,and to his kindred, 
yet when he did rerugne according; to 
the word of God, he claimed not his 
intereſt in that Promiſe, ſor that he had 
done as God commanded him, but J 
am leſſe than the leaſt of thy mercie», and 
yet he cometh unto the Lund for the 
performance of his Promiſes ;- but 
upon this ground, onely for the ſake 
of mercy and truth. Deliver me I pray 
thee, for thou ſeidſt, I will ſurely doe-thee 
good, verſ. 11, 12. So that (mind you) 
though the ſoul can make uſe of a con- 
dicionall Promiſe, and come to God 
for the bleſſing of it, yet not expecting 
it in the leaſt manner by vertue oſ his 
obedience ; and truly this is the ſree: 
dome of a Chriftian ſoule, whereas a- 
nother man, if he have kept the Com- 
mandment, and performed the condi- 
tion, he then looketh for acceptance 
from God; as if the Lord make this 
Promiſe, that He that confeſſeth and for- 
ſaketh bis fin, ſhall find mercy : This man 
| K 4 con- 
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confeſſeth his fin unto God, and forfa- 
keth ir, and therefore he looketh for 
mercy: But this is not the manner of 
Gods people, and yet if they look for 
any mercy, it is in the way of God, but 
not for their owne goodnes, their hope 
is in the ſalthfulneſſe and free-grace of 
God; they may make mention to the 
praiſe of God, how he hath guided 
them, and carryed them an end in his 
owne wayes, yet they chalenge nothing 
for any thing that they have done, bur 
put the Lord in mind of his free Pro- 
miſe; that as of his free grace he hath 
freely promiſed,ſo from the ſame grace 
he may make good what he hath pro- 
miſed. | 3 x: bel 
If any therefore ſhall accuſe the Do- 
Arine of the Covenant of free grace, of 
Antinomianiſme,and fay it teacheth men 
freedome from the Law of Moſes, and 
if they commit any fin, they plead they 
are not bound unto the Law; we ſee 
how falſe ſuch an aſperſion would be, 
for all the people of God know that 
the Lord is an avenger of every ſuch wick- 
edneſſe; There is none under a Cove- 
nant of Grace that dare allow himſelſe 
in any fin, for if a man ſhould negli- 
| £ i gently 
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gently commit any fin, the Lord will 
ſchoole him throughly, and make him 
ſadly to apprehend how unworthily 
he hath made bold to abuſe & imbeazle 
the treaſures of the grace of God. Shall 
we continue in ſinne that grace may abound? 
God forbid. None that have a portion in 
the grace of God dare allow himſelfe 
in fin; but if through ſtrength of cemp- 
tation he be at any time carried afide, 
it is his greateſt burthen. 2 Sam. 12. 8, 
9. compared with 13. Hath not the Lord 
( fayth Nathan) done theſe aud theſe 
things for thee ? Wherefore then baſt thou 
de ſpiſed the Commandment of the Lord? 
Then David confeſſeth, I bave finned. Ic 
pierced him to the heart to confider it, 
that he ſhould abuſe his neighbours 
wife, and kill her busband, and above 


15 l 


all, that be ſhould commit that wicked- 


nes againſt God that had dealt ſo gra- 
tiouſly with him. | 


So that the children of the Covenane | 


of grace will onely tell you, that they 
are free from the Covenant of the Law, 
but not from the Commandment of it: 
for as it is given by Feſw Chrift, and ra- 
tified in the Goſpell, and as Chrift hath 
given us his Spirit, enabling us to k 
| 4 Q 
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ii Ar. Cotton Treats, | 


it, wee are under ic, fo farre as to take 
our ſel ves bound by the Authority of 
ic ; and if we doe trangreſſe againft ic, 
we know it is {in in the fight of God, 
& cherefore ic is, that the (oule in ſuch 


a caſe is ſenſible of the wrath and diſ- 


pleaſure of God, whether it be his own 
ſin, or che ſin of his brethren ; therefore 
he runneth unto God for mercy, which 
he would not doe, it he did not know 
that his deſert according to the Law 
did utterly cut him off from mercy 
elſe would he never pray for pardon 
of fin, nor rejoyce when the Lord help- 


eth him to doe that which is right and 


juſt in his fighe, nor bleſſe che Lord for 
ſirengthning him unto obedience, un- 
leſſe he thought it to be his duty; and 
therefore | | 

It is of uſe alſo to Teach the ſervants 


of God, how tar we are freed from the 


Law; to wit, from the Covenant of ic, 
ſo that we neither looke for juſtiſieati- 
on, nor ſalvation from ic and let ic 
not be grievous to any ſoule, that a 
Chriſtian ſhould ſay, he doth not feare 
condemnation by his diſobedience, be 
will be apt to feare in this k inde, untill 
he be aſſured of the favour of God; 


buc 
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of the New Covenant. 

but when be knowech his portion in 
the Covenant, then indeed he dotii noe 
feare condemnation. by his ſin, nor 
doth he thinke, that the Lord will 
cleave unto him becauſe of his ſruĩtſul- 
nes: he caſteth not off his comſort, nor 
looketh at himſelſe as divorced from 
Chriſt, becauſe of his barrennes, nor 
doth he looke for his daily bread from 
all his obedience, but expecteth all 
goodneſſe and bleſſing from the trea- 
ſures of the free grace of God. 

This may alſo ſerve to Teach men 
ſome diſcerning of their one ſpirits 
and ſtate; if you looke for juſtification 
no langer than you are obedient, and 
feare eternall condemnation, then you 
are ditobedienr if you are afraid of dl- 
votðce from Chriſt becauſe of your fins, 
ar it you looke for any vertue or chal 
lenge right ro any promiſe by vertge 
of any well-doing of your owne, in 
ſach a caſe, either you are under a Co- 
venant of workes, or you are gone a- 
fide to a Covenant of works; and if e. 
ver the Lord open your eyes, and be- 
ſtow his free grace upon you, you will 


know your redewprion from ſuch de- 


pendances as theſe be, I know a Chris 
5 | ſtian 
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, God, that defire to walke in a way of 


Ar. Cottons Treatiſe . | 
ſtian man that hath not been cleerely 
taught chediftin& differences berween 
two Covenants, may be mifled 
inco dangerous wayes that might tend 
unto the utter undoing of his ſoule; 
but ĩt is a {in of ignorance, and the Lord 
will not leave his ſervants, but cleare 
up his truth and grace unto them. 

May ſerve to Teach che ſervants of 
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edience, how to build their 
ope ; truly if they be groun- 
pon yourown obedience or righ- 
teßuſnes ob ſanctiſication, if they de- 
d upon you, you will find your 
Narts ever unſetled: you may finde 
comfort, as under the Law you ſhall, 
for the Law will caft in comforts up- 
on a man becauſe of his obedience, if 
he be marryed to the Law ; but if you 
(hall believe chat Chriſt is yours, and 
comfort your ſelves becauſe you have 
been by the power of the Law conftrai- 
ned to duties, and reftrained from fin, 
and thereupon build your conjugall 
communion with Chriſt, you will find 
your ſoules full of ſadnes and feare ere 
long; eſpectally if you have true grace 
in your hearts: and therefore ir is the 
| faich- 
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of the New Covenant. 
faichfullnes and tendernes of the grace 
of God unto his people, that when 
Chriſtians come into this Councry, 
though they have been marvellous e- 
winent in our native Country, yet here 
they cannot pray fervently , nor heare 
the word with profit, nor receive the 


Seales with Comfort, they wonder 


what is become of their old prayers, 


and hearings, and Sacraments, and of 


theic lively ſpirits in holy duties, truly 
the Lord hath difinabled them ( as ir 
were) from ſuch things, becauſe they 
did build their. union and fellowſhip 
with Chrift upon them; that ſo they. 
might know the freedome of the grace 


of God, that juftifieth rhe ungodly's - 


then will the poore ſoule be glad to 
ſecke after the Lord Feſwus Chrift and 

( as the people of God ſomerimes 

Hoſ. 2. 7.) I wil gge and returne to my 


firſt busband, for then it was better withme, _ 


then now: now the ſoule will plainly 
ſee & diſcerne that he cloſed not with 
his true husband when as he built ſo 
much hope and comfort upon his du- 
ties 3 therefore he will finde him(ſclfe 
weake ang we (ns ĩt were) to all ſpi- 

ituallg d can ſinds no liſe in 
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Ar. Cotton Treatiſe 
them, no comfort from them; and it is 
the marvellous goodnes and. tree grace 
of God unto ſuch à ſoule, whom che 
Lord will not jutfer- to bleſſe bimiclte 
in his works ; for if a man ſhould lay 
the foundatis of his comforts in them, 
and be ready as ic were to take it ill, if 
he ſhould. not rinde God accepting this 
works; Whereſore have wee faſted, and 
thou regardeſt it not ? Ila. 58. 3. If a man 
rejoyce in the ſparks which he hath 
kindled, this (hall he have ac the bands 
of God, be ſpall lie domne in ſorrow, Iſa. 
50. 11. Wherras the light of God (hall 
gratiouſly breake forth unto the ſer- 


vants of God that 'waic upon him, 
though they be for preſent in darknes, 


and ſee no light 3; truſt not therefore 
in any legall comforu, but wait upon 
the free grace of God, both to juſtifie, 
ſanctiſie, comfort and glorifie your 
ſoules. This is the way of conſtant 


pearez and if the Lord doe at any time 


checke his ſet vants when they walke in 


by-wayes, it is that he might build 


them upon a ſure foundation, ſo that 
their ſalvation will not lye upon their 
obedience, nor demnatios upon their 
diſobedience, This ih dfcon+ 
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ſtant peace and ſatery unto all the Iſrael © ö 1 


of Gud. 2 14 
This Do &t ine may ſerve in the nex 
place to Antwer a ſeventh Qreftiog 
touching the neceſſitie of ſanctin cation. 
For it a. ay be demanded, If the Lord 
will give himſelſe unto the ſoule in the 
Covenant of his grace, not onely bis 
Attributes but his Per ſon, all chat is 
God, is given by vertue of this Cove- 
nant 3 If God hach himſelfe not onely 
choſen us to life and glory, but given 
his Sonne to redeeme us, and holy Spi- 
ric co (anQife us, Exck. 36. 27. What 
need is there then of Sanctiſication ? for 
if the holy Ghoſt will dwell in us, hg 
can take our wits and underſtandings, 
and underftand all our medications — 
us without any ſuch actuall concurs 
rence of ours, as might be rc quine, for 
that end; if the Lord give himſelfe to 
be my righteouſnes and holines, what 
need I then theſe gifts of holines ? 10 
that this in ſgrame, is. the Queſlion, H 
the Lord will give uato us. himſelfe, 
what need'we. theſe giſtt: to worke any 
thing, which God is much more able to 
performe than we can be? this ſpring; 
eth naturally from che doArine. 
: OEM Thoug 
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Though the Lord give us himſelfe © 
and his holy Spirit to dwell in us, yet 


eie needfull that we ſhould be endued 


with all che gifts of the Spirit of grace 
that do accompany ſalvation. You will 
ſay what need is there then that the 
holy Ghoſt ſhould dwell in us, or will 
not theſe carry an end our ſoules unt 
immortality? Truly we have need that 
the Lord ſhould give us his holy Spirit 
to dwell in us, notwithſtanding all the 
gifts of his grace, though they indeed 
are neeflary conditions to be found 
in the ſoules of all Gods ſervants, Heb; 
12. 14. Follow peace with holines, witb- 
aut which no man ſbal ſee the Lord; as if 
he made it not onely of abſolute ne- 
ceſlity unto ſalvation in another world 

but for a comfortable condition in this 
world; folom peace and boline : as if they 
were ready 20 fly away from a man 
and indeed the Originall word dot 
imply no leſſe, for [ i] doth fignis 
fie the purſuicof ſomething that fleet 
from a man, as peace will many time 
fly from one, & a man ſhalt have much 
adoe to attaine unto ir, P ſal. 150. 6, 7 
. In is not eaſily attained unto, therefore! 
thould not be ſuffered to denz bur: 
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— faſt when ic is enjoyed: And ſo ſor 

bolines, the Apoſtle would have us make 
an holy kinde of purſuice after it, as if-- 
ic were till withdrawing it ſelfe from 
us, which cometh through the corrup- 
tions of our hearts, for wee are ſoonę 
weary of holy duties, as prayer, or con- 
ference, or the like: it hol ines be in any 
thing, ic ſoonegroweth weariſome to 
fleſh and bloud ; but though our weake 
and feeble nature-will be wichdrawi 
us from holines, yet the Lord wou 
have us to follow it, and purſue its 
and fo ſhall a man be wichdrawn from 

the world, and from the temprations 
and bad examples thereof: doe not (ay, © * 

what, ſhall we be wiſer chan our fathers, 
& is not moderation befl in all thing? 
but confider what the Apoſtle ſaith, - = 
follow ſtill after ic, even unto perfecti 
on, and his words doe intimate che 3 
Reaſon of it, Without whith no manſball 

. ſee the Lord; ſor what is bolines in ics 
ownenature? it is that which given 
God his due, as rightcouſneiſe-giverth+ >= 
man his due; this is a maine ground. 9 
why we are ſo flow in works of he- 
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. 4. « Chetou's s Teaſe. bi 
(u we thinke ) we ſhould not then ac- 25 
1 


for my ſee ( ſaith a man) and tor my 
profit, and it it were for another, we. 
ſhould not thinke the time long, it may 


count them tedious; if a man were ua; 
fic. and tell money ail day long, this is. 


be, about that work neither: but (mind 
you ) when it cometh to any thing 


which doth concerne the Lord, then its 
ſo ſarre above a mans reach , whatſoe- 
ver we have to doe in the things of 


God, that we ſhould ſuone be weary 
of reaching forth our hands all the 
day long unto the Lord, and to be con- 


ſtancly for God, from God, and with Go 
in all our actions; our baſe ſpirits are 
ſoone ready to be withdrawing from 
che Lord, therefore the Apoſtle bidderhy? -! 
us, F ollow aſter peace and bolines without. 


which &c. lo that great is the neceſlity - 
of holines, and worthy to be followed 
aſter ; for though a mans qQware heart, 


and the world, and men, and Satan 


withdraw us from it; yet follow after 
it; for withaut it we man {ball ſee Gad 
there is a kinde of holines which ſome. 


men have attained unto many 8 faire 


day agoe, but tis a thouſand ta one 
3 . that dach ac · 
8 3 


4 


| of the New c & 
company ſalvation, for thas holin a 
not eaſily atrained unto, but the & bee 
will _— cleave cloſe unto a Wl 
Now it you ſhall aske me, 


Wher#fore the Lord will have as pur- . 


ſue after holines ? and what needech. 
it? it che Spirit of hollnes dwell in me 
by an Everlafting Covenant ( if it did 
withdraw from us as it did from Adam, 
ic was another matter, but) chough i 
may be quenched in us, yet it abideth 
for ever 4 whac need then of-gifey of 
holineſſe? 


That one word may be ſufficient a 4 


which we finde, 2 Tim, 2. If any mm 


I purge' bimſetfe from theſe evills ; —— 
IF be &co This ſheweth us — gifes of 


holines are br to de 1 tt Gods 
people, namely, thet'chey night be- 


come meet in rumenis int the Ag oe 


God, and ſnted unte e ood 
and worke z ended 1 . thut 
Lord will have ny -- fillect with” 


irle ; thc we 
tempor cho 
in, and ehis is hte p 
they int. : 


might be 


eg of righteviſice, and frühe: 
hep it be chende 
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| Anſw. 


:4s i not enough that he ſhould 1 
abroad theſe things into our hearts 


$ 2 eee, | 


Pe: | Ar. . - Ootron' $. Treatiſe ; 
hat need the boly Gboſt dwell in us 


cannot the Lord carry an end the 
worke of our ſalvation hy theſe 
gifcs ? 

There is need that the holy Ghofl 
ſhould dwell in us notwithſtanding. 
x. To keepe theſe gifts in us. 2. To 
Act them in us. 3. To witneſſe unto 
our ſoules by theſe, for our comfort, 
and the good one of another. Some 
Scriptures for all theſe. 

1. That there is need of the holy 
Ghoſt, that he ſhould keepe theſe in us. 
2 Tim. 1. 14. there is a worthy thing 
committed unto us; how ſhall wee 
keepe it? not by our owne wit or wile | 
dome, carefull watchfullnes and faich- 
lullnes (though ſuch things oaghe 
not to 580 but the charge is, 
Keepe.'t Poſe ts .by the boly Gbo 


gifts co: be fir inſtruments in the hand 
of oy we ſtand in need of the Spirit 
of God to maintaine that which, Ged 
giver us; though Aden gifts were 

perfection, yet not having the holy 


ine; we ſtand in need of 


fly from him as ſoone as ever he had 
tafted of the forbidden fruit, and left 
him naked and deſperate ; therefore 
in the Covenant of grace, the Lord gi- 
veth the boly Ghoſt to keepe ſtrong pole 
ſeſſion in his ſervants againſt the firong 
man armed, 

2. Its the holy Ghoſt that Acteth the 
gifts given to us, and enableth them in 
us: for the boly Ghoſt, who keepeth poſ- 
ſeſſion, doth derive continued firength 
into our faich, which putteth life into 


all che gifts of God: and if you ſhall 


atke, how love, and patience, and all 
the reſt of the gifts of God doe worke? 
The holy Gboſt ſtirreth up faith to looke 
unto Chriſt, who returneth ſtrength by 


his Spirit unto faith, & ſo faith work- 


eth by love, and by meeknes, and by all 
the reſt of the fruirg of the Spirit : thus 


che Spirit of God acteth according to 
J] what we read, Rom. &. 14. Come to any 


holy duty, and it is the holy Ghoſt that” 
leadeth you along and a&eth in you; 
ſo Exek. 36. 27. & 2 Pet. 1. 21. it ia che 
Spirit of God that moveth us to any 
good worke, and that aQech the gits 
of his grace in us. i 


4. Ic is the dune Spirit of God el 
H. L 3 83 that 
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ir. Cotton Treatiſe |. 
that witneſſeth to theſe gifts, and ſhews 
eth what gifts he heth given ue ; for. 


all the ſons of men, and it is a wondet 
to ſee, that generally Chriſtians, when 
che Lord firſt worketh theſe gifts in 
them, not one of a thouſand but they 
thinke they are in a (ad and fearefull 
condition, and ſo they are very un- 
comfortable when they have greatefi 
cauſe of rejoycing. But now leaſt that 
we ſhould alwayes miſtake that which 
the Lord hath given ue, wee have recei- | 
ved the Spiric of God, that wee might 
know the things that are freely given unto 
aus of God, 1 Cor. 2. 12. He indeed raketh 
his owne time to diſcover it unto ue, 
to ſome ſooner, to ſome later; but 
this is his intendment, that he might 
honour his grace upon us by all the 
rich and gratious gifts, which be hath 
given us. He doth alſo reveale unto us 
the duties which he helpeth us to doe 
Rom. 9.1. The holy Ghoſt, that wrought 
in him this brotherly love, bearetꝶ him 
witnes alſo that he doth not lye, and 
that he had continuall ſorrow in his | 
heart, and that he could have withed 
ta have been accurfed from Chriſt, — 
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of ev New Covenatit. 10 
they might be ſaved ; ie gri.ved him fo - © 
much that the whole Nation ſhould be 

deſtitute of the Lord Jeſus Chrift, 

Thus we ſes what need there js chat 
the holy Ghoſt ſhould dwell in us, co 
keepe all the gifts of his grace in us, to 
Act chem according to his will, and to 
diſcover to us what gratious gifts the 
Lord hath wrought in us, and what 
duties he hath helped us to doe, that 
we may be able to give Account of 
chem, by the holy Ghoſt that dwelleth 
in us, and beaceth witneſs wich us. We 

. ſee there is a neceſſity buth of the gifts 
of grace, that we may be fic Temples 
for the holy Gholt co dwell in, and fir 
inſtcuments for him to work by; there 
is need alfo the holy Ghoſt ſhould 
dwell in us, for the cauſes we have ſpo- 
ken unto ; And I might adde this, to 
comfort us in all the changes that may 
come upon us; it is a ſtrong Scripture 
which we read in Fob: 15, 26. ben the 
Comforter is come, whom I will ſend unto * 
you from ihe Father, even the Spirit of —- 
truth, which proceedeth ftom the Father, © 57 

. be ſhall teſtifie of me (our Divines hae 

no: place of more cleere evidence co 

prove as” theFpirk Tow 1 
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Ar. Cotton's Treatiſe" & 
the Father) And the ſame Spirit l 
heth to us, both what mighty rede mp - 
tion he hath wrought for us, and what 
gracehe hath wrought in us ; this the 
holy Ghoſt ſhall teſtiſie, even he that 
proceedeth from the Father; and this is 
the comfort of Gods people. Thus 
wee ſee both theſe poynts opened to 
7 uy 
"®eft. 3. How may we then imploy and im- 
# prove this ſanQitication u ch the Lord 
hath given us, and which he kceperh, 
and acteth in us by his Spirit, and 
whereunto he bearech witneſſe? How, 
or to what end (hall we employ it, ſee- 
: ing the Lord undertaketh to doe theſe 
. things for us ? 
An ſw. If the Lord Jeſus Chriſſ by his Spi- 
8 rit giveth us theſe gifts, it is our part 
xr then firft ro ſee that we dot not reſt in 
any SanQtfication which doth nog 
| ſpring frow Chriſt, A unto us 
by his Spirit conveying us to him, the 
Spirit knitteth us unto Chriſt, &Chrif 
unto us; he worketh Faith in us to 
rec:ive whatſoever the Lord giveth un- 
to us, and by the ſame Faith worketh 
all our holineſſe for us, 1 Cor. 1. 30. 
Cbriſt is made unto is, c. Therefore we 
| are 
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are to ſee him the principal author of 
all theſe things in us, and for us; this 
is the principall comfort of all g 
( Chrift given in them) and the glory 
of all our ſafery ; and ſo far as any of 
theſe lyeth in our SanQification, we 
ought to ſee that it be Sanctiſicatlon in 
Jeſus Chriſt; and then it is ſo, when - 
the Lord giveth us to look unto the 
Lord Jeſus in it, and to it in him; and 
as we look for our holineſſe to be per · 
fict in Feſw Chriſt, ſo we look for con- 
tinuall ſupply of it from him; and 
this it is to make Chriſt our SanRifica* 
tion, when as whatſoever gift the Lord 
giveth us, we goe not forth im the 
ſtrength of it, but in che ſtrength of Je- 
ſus Chriſt. There may be a change in the 
ſoule, whith may ſpring from a ſpi- 
rit of bondage, and may captivate cur 
conſciences unto the Law, that mar- 
reſtraine us from ſin, and conſtraine us Y 
unto duty: but ſuch holineſſe £; 
eth not alwayes from our union wi 
Chrift, for there may be a conſcience of 
duty without ſenſe of our need of 
, Chriſt; as it was with the 1/rcelites e 

+ Mount Sinai, Deut. 5. 27, 28, 29. G% ge 

thow neer ( ſay they to Meſer) — 9 
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Adr. Cotton ? 
all that the Lord our God ſpall ſ .d 
thou unta av, all that the Lord our God ſpall 
ſpeak, unto thee, aud we will heare it, and 
doe it. They bave well ſaid, all that tbey 
have ſpoken, ſaith the Lord, O that there . 
were an beart in them, that they would fear ' 
me, &c. This 1 ſay therefore is the ficſt 
thing to be attend. d unto, as ever ye 
would make a right uſe of your holi- 
neſſe, ſee that ic be ſuch as floweth from 
Jeſus Chriſt,and that there be not one · 
ly an hearc awed with the Law, but 
" waiting upon Chriſt to be all in all 
in us and to us, ſo ſhall we neither 
negled the gifts of God in us, nor 
Chriſt and his Spirit, but ſhall give due 
honour unto al! of them together. 

2 This may al ſo Teach all Chriſti - 
ang, not to cruſt upon the gifts of their 
holineſſe, thougli they doe ſpring from 
the Holy Ghoſt himſelſe, though they 

ba ſuch as are unchangeable, though 
they {pring from Jeſus Chriſt,and knit 
gur ſoules in union with himzyer truſt + 
not in the gifts themſelves ; the Lord 
layech ĩt down as the Apoſtacy of Iſra · 
el, Eark: 16. 14, 16. Truſt not chere» | 
fore in any of theſe, but let all our con» 
fdebge be in Jeſus Chriſt, not in ny 
. o 
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of the gifts of his Spirit whatſoever, 
For a little further opening of l. 


1 Truft nat in any gifcs that you - 


have received for the pertor mance of a- 
ny duty; for it is not the ſtrongeſt 
Chriftian that is able to put forth a 
good thought, 2 Cor. 3. 5. but our ſuffi- 
ciency is of God, Joba 35.5. And the 
Apoſtle Paul cannoc onely not doe any 
great matter by bis owne ſt-cngeb and 
grace, but nothing at all without Jeſus 
Chriſt; and therefore he giveth us to 
undes ſtand, that it is God chat work» 
eth in us both to will and to do, bl. 
2. 13 If therefore we have any new 
work to doe, look to the Lord Jeſus 
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Chrift afreſh by Faith, that he may car- 74 


ry an end all our works in us and for + rt 
us; otherwiſe it is not any ſtrength rr 
grace in us, that ch produce any good 
work, word, or thought; and there- 
fore (mind you) the Apoſtle makerly 
it a principle of Chriftian Religten, 
that the juſt man liveth by faith, and ue 


often mentioneth ir, Gol. 2. 20. Tbs 


life which Inom tive in the fleſh, Ie 4 
the faith of the Sonne of God; where ne 
teth it into his owne experienee ? ..._ 


* 
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Vby, did not he live by low, and pa-. 
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"334 _ - A. Cottons Treatiſe * 
--  . ence, and zeale? Oc. Yes, truly they 
were lively in him, if ever in any man, 
beſides our blefled Saviour: and yet 
notwithſtanding he never atcributeth | 
life co any of theſe gifts of his, but if he 

ſpeak of life, he maketh this his uni- 
verſall life, I live by the faith of the Son 
of God; and Tam able to doe all things 
! Chriſt wbicb ſtrengtbeneth me, Phi. 
4+ 13. This is the true ſavour of a Chri- 
nian ſpiric, that when gifts are at the 
bighel, the heart is then at the loweſt, 

1 Cor. 15. 9, 10. the Apoſtle Paul there 

acknowledgeth himielfe to be as one 

born out of due time; for'( faith he) 
1a leſſe than tbe leaſt of the Apoſtles, not 

q meet to be called an Apoſtle, becauſe Iper ſe- 

euted the Church of God; yea, but by the 

grace of God I am what I am and bis grace, 
which was beſtowed on me, was not in vaine, 
but I Iaheured more abundantly than they 
all, yet not I, but the grace of God in me. 

This is eruly ſpirituall ſanctification, 
=». Chat when the ſoule is full of the Ho- 

ly Ghofl, and gifts ofthe Holy Ghoſt, 

+ yetheis like a man in great penury, as 

S: having nothing of himſelfe, this is a 
marvelous ſpiricuall poverty, and you 
| /- . ſhall ever find ( and I deſire che Lord: 
. | N WO. 
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would open the hearts of bis people to 
know what I ſpeak ) that it Chriſtians 
have fallen, their greateſt falls have 
been in their moſt eminent andexem- 
plary gifts. If you ſhall mark the fins 
of all che ſervants of God, they have 
been chiefly found in the very exerciſe 
of their beſt gifts; let us take a lixcle 


taſt of them, that we may learn io uſe. 


our gifts in the ſtrength of Jeſus Chriſi. 
Abraham a man full of Faich, none went 
beyond him in the old nor new Tefla- 
ment, yet if you read of any | 
him, it is in regard of the aſting of 
Faith: what made him afraid not once 
but the 24 time, that his wife would be 
taken from him by Pharaoh ? Gen. 124 
by Abimelech, Chap. 20. had nos the 


Lord promiſed to bleſſe him whereſo- 


ever he came, Gen. 12. 2. He had ſo 


much of the knowledge and grace of Wy 


1 God ſhining in him, that Sarab needed 
— — — —— 
« poor Heathen) could ſay at 
Chap. 20. 16. Bebald thy Huband is to 
thee 4 covering of tbe eyes ta a tba are 
with thee, and with al other :- thas ſhe wes 
reproved : As If he ſhould ſay, thou needs; 
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of the. New Covenant. "_ 
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236 . Cotton's Treatiſe 
und to bea vayle untothee, This un 
Heathen can diſcern, that a man 
that hath God with him, needech no 
other ſhifts nor covering to defend and 
ſbelter him. Thus we fee that theſe great 
failings of Abrabam were proper ads of 
unbeliefe. \ 
Moſer a meck man, none like him 
for meekneſſe on the face of the earth, 
there js but one fin ſtoried of him after 
he came to the Government of that 
Rate, and this was his failing, Heare 
new you Rebels, muſt we fetch you water 
out of this rock ? ſo he lift up his hand, & 
with his rod he ſmote the rock twice, 
Amb. 20. 10, 11. They provoked M- 
ſer as meck as he was; ſometimes when 
Auron and Miriam dealt ay peremptori- 
ly wich him, he was not moved from 
ehe merkneſſe of his ſpiric : But now he 
falleth into paſſion, and this was the 
very im for which the Lord excluded - 
him our of Canaan, Numb. 27. 72, 13; 
1% it: was the breach: ofthis roya 
grace, Chap. 20. 12. Becaaſe ye believed © 
we uct, 10 fande me in the: ches i 
the Children of Hrael, therefore you | 
ſfball not bring this Congrepation into 'the 
Land which I bave given them. _—_ 1 
n. | words 
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Wy: the New r 1 
words the us the reaſon of bis failing 
in che grace wherein he (o much an 
bounded, Becauſe yee believed is not. 
The Lord will h. ve him kw, that he 
muſt live by his Faith in his meekneſſe ; 
if any man think himiclfe to be a meck 
man, and nothing (ſhall over-wraftie 
him there, if you believe not in God, 
but in your meekneſſe, your confidence 
will ſoon faile you. 

Peter, a man full of courage, and you 
read of two af bis principall failings, 
and both in point of courage 3 he ſai- 
led in che high Prieſts hall at.cthavoyce 
ofa damſell; and in the porch at che 
ſ peech of another maid, and the third 
time, at the yoyce of one that ſtaod by. 
Math. 26.69. &. Whereas xfcerwards, 
when he lived by faich, he became un- 
daunted before he whole Couneeli, 
Ack. 4.13. Anather failing of his in 


paint of courage we read of Gal. a. ta. 
He feared thoſe of, the 282 
whereas before he did eas 


Gentiles &c. Thus the Sede 2 Peters, 
eminent gifts, did not 52 forth their 
fruits. Know the bel of, 
all your gifts, faith, — meekners. 
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Ar. Cotton's Treatiſe 9 
if you truſt in them, and you will be 
mol apt to faile there wherein youdo 
© moſt excel]. 4 
; If a man be wiſe,he (hall faile in thac 
point, and it may be in nothing ſo 
much as in that, even in thoſe things 
wherein he thinketh he walketh moſt 
wiſely; and ſuch an one will find moſt 
eryalls in point of his wifedome, and 
the like will be found in all other gra- 
ces, and all to this end, to teach the Iſ- 
rael of God to know that no man li- 
veth by bis wiſdome, nor by any thing 
in himſelfe, but by Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, 
whom God hath given unto his peo · 
ple, and whois onely able to give new 
ſupplyes of his ſpirit unto his ſervants, 
to act every gift which be hath given 
them. + 
I might have mentioned the example 
55 of Sarab, a meek and a quiet godly ſpi- 
bk rited woman, ſubje& and obedient to 
I her Husband, and called him Lord, 
- Whoſe daughters you are while you doe well, © 
x Per. 3.6. and yet you know, one of 
her greateſt failings was in point of re- 
verence to her Huzband, Gen. -16. 3. 
en ſbe ſaw that ſbe was deſpiſed, ſbe ſaid © 
- to ber Huband, Thou deft me wrong, & . 
5 pry re 
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of the New Ct. 1% 
Where is the reverence of Sarah now? _ © 
Will you have the daughters of Surab 
to imitate, her herein? What had her 
Husband done? There was no fault in 
him in this matter, ſhe had no reaſon 
to tex him upon this point, it was her 
ownc Counſel, verſ. 2. that he ſhould. 
goe in ro her maid; that I may bave Chil» 
dren by ber; theretore there was no co- 
jour of any juſt complaint on her part, "4 
yet ſee this meek ſpirited woman fail 2 
ed in the point of her meekneſſi heres 
in, and did exprefſe no greater failing "8 
all her life long, that we read of; "ſhe 
was welk in Faith once, but there was 
great reaſon ſor that, her Womb wat 
dead, and her Lord ( as ſhe called him) 
was old al ſo: Nor doth the Angel fo 
much blame her about it, but that acti ?-? 
on whereln ſhe moſt failed, was in tha 
grace wherein ſhe moſt abounded;. nk 
Shoah every grace of the Spirit be of "= 
eres force when the Lord dothi act nc 
move it, yet let a man goe forth in che 
ſtrength of his ome gifs, and if ever 
| 


his heart failehim;-it will be In them! 
Thinke not when: you have d&noealt '—Y 
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Ars Cotton's Treatiſe ' * 
ble ſervants: For though ſanfificaths* 
on be the way wherein the Lord will 
poure out all his bleſſings upon his ſer»: 
vants, yet he doth requice them to 
boaſt in none of their excellencies, but 
look at them all, as freely given them 
of God; and conſider, that the right 
unto all, ſpringeth from fellowſhip 
with Feſws Chriſt, that ſo not onely the 
gift ii ſelfe is grace, but the bleſſing that 
followeth upon the gift is grace alſo 5 
and ſuppoſe that we have attained all 
that we pray for, ſhall we then exalt 
our owne gifts? No, but let us ſay with 
Jacob, I am leſſe than the leaſt of al the 
merciey. and truth which thou baſt ſhewed 
unto thy ſervani. 2 
Doe not truſt, as not upon gifts, nor 
upon duties performed by thoſe gifts, 
to reach the bleſſing; ſo look not for 
your Fuſtification from thence at all; for 
the Apofile is plaine, that he looked 
not fon any thing for his righteouſneſs, 
before die-converfion ; and after his 
converſion, he countetb it all a droſſe and 
dung, tbat ba might win Chriſt, Phil. 3. 6, 
75 8. And, for our faith, they are nos 
to be truſted. upon as grounds oſ our, 
Faith 3 for all the gifts of our ſancti- 
51 tf, fication | 
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cation are fruits of our Faich; and 
love, Gal. 5. 6. and ſo ic doth by all o- 
cher gifts of che Spirit, and if they be 
fuics of Faith, then F aith i is not bullc 
upon them. 

And thus much of the ſecond Uſe 
which Chriſtians are to make of cheir 
Sanctiſication. 

3 There is in the next place 2 point 
of Witneſſe, which this SanAification 
doch yield, and the Spirit of God with 
it; the water beareth witneſſe to 
blood, and tlie blood to the water, and the 
Spirit unito both, 1 Jobs 5. 5, 7, 8. A 


mans owne Spirit bearech witneſſe al- 


ſo, Rom. 8. 16. And therefore as a wits 
neffe of God unto our Faith, we may 
lawfully hear what Tt keth: Bur 
this is che life of a true Evidence, that 
all theſe gifts of God doe not bear wit- 
neſſe any further chen a man ſeth che 
Lord Jeftts working them in him, and 
for himʒ for it is Faith that maketh I! 
the graces of the Go HERE A 
is a condition fo requ - 
our works he of Faith, a0: 2 


therefore our Faich is ſaid to worke by + x0 a 
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. Cotton's Treatiſe 5 
FIG an om our works, they are. not 
works of.holinefi-, ſuch as ſhould bea 
witnefſe to the ſoule z therefore the A- 
poſtle doth ſtir up the Corinthians unto 
this mainly, Examine your ſelves, u be- 
tber you are in the faith, 2 Cor. 13. 5+ 
And if he doe exhort them co Exami- 
nation, it is in point of Faith, & there · 
fore Reverend Forbes of Middleburgb 
(who hath written a Sermon upon that 
Text) faith well, That unleſſe men find 
faith in their bolineſſe, none of all their ſan- 
Aification will become a ſound witneſſe of 
the grace of God unto them; but if Faith 
be found, then you ſhall (ce Jeſus Chrift, 
accepting you, and breathing in you, 
except ye be reprobates. ; 

There is a marvelous gratious wit- 

neſſe that SanRification giveth unto 
him that liveth by Faith in Feſw Cbriſ, 
i it be in Chriſt, and work from him, 
and for him. This 2 is that ſancti- 
fication which the Lord commendeth 
unto his ſervants to ſeek after it. | 
4 A fourth Uſe of our ſandtificati · 
on ie, that the Spirit of God kelpech. 
us by ic in point of Rejo 5 2 
therefore is is that Katy ball (ee the 
e of God joyng here 07 
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lineſſe, fo doth the Apoftle Pau, a Cor. ; ; ; 


2.12. — This i our rejoycing, the teſti- 
mony of our confcience, &c. He rejoycerh 


at what the Lord doth by him, and with 


him, Gal. 6. 4. But what is it that ma- 
kech the Apoftle rejoyce before God? 
When' he rejoyceth in his work before 
the Lord, you (hall ever find him re- 
joycing at the Lords acting theſe gifts 
in him, and bleſſing him in his work. 
Let us look upon two or three Scrip- 
tures for this end, x Tim. 1. 12, 13. So 
that ¶ mind you ] as he ſeeth God gi- 
ving him theſe gifts, and enabling him 
unto the work, ſo he bleſſeth God in 
that behalſe. You ſhall find him alſo 
bleſſing God that had proſpœed this 
worke-of the Miniſtry whereſoever he 
came, 2 Cor. 2. 14. The Lord working 
in him and for. him, maketh him to 
triumph and to over-wraſtle all che 
difficulties that he werteth withall, 
The Lord had given him gifts, & taughs 
him to exerciſe thoſe giſtꝭ, and doth se- 
cept hi, and therefore he expreſſeth 
himſelfe in a marvelous firong ſpeech, 
Phil.1.20,21. Ian in nothing aſbamei dc. 
for to me to live is Chriſt, and to. dye 
gaine. To me to live is Cbriſt; as if he hi 
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id, I have no life but from, Chrift, 1 
ea Le no act of life but for cn; 
lis is the ſum of all his converſation; 
and if Chriſt be his life, then death will 
be his advantage, and Chriſt, will be 
magnified in either. 1 
Thus we ſee how the Saints of God 
have made uſe of their Sanctification; 
they are carefull to ſee that it low from 


Chriſt, and yet when they have ix they 


dare not truſt in their beſt gifts for the 
leaſt duty, neither doe they look for 
their Faith from their beft gifts, but 
they expect their beſt gifts to low from 
their Faith: They make uſe of the te- 
ſtimony of their holineſſe when they 
ee Chriß in ic, and Faith in it, and the 
Spirit of God carrying them along in 
the ways and duties thereof, Thus they 
ſee their holineſſe, and take comfort in 
it, & from the wiĩtneſſe of it, ag that by 
which the Lord diſpenſeth comfort un- 
to his people, when they receive it from 
the hands of Chriſt, & by Faith in him, 
by which they are taught of God to 
carry an end their whole converſation 


Furthermore, at we receive ĩt from 


Chrif,and runes i 0e in Cheng 
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and receive the wienefſe of it in Chris, 
and in the Holy Spiric of Chriſty and 
as we receive joy and comfort alſo 
which the Lord doth migifter to us in 
a Sanctified courſe by his Holy Spitit, 
ſo we grow up and perfect our holi- 
neſſe which we have received in his 
name. n 
There is growth in grace, this San» 
Rification is not bedrid, Chriſtians are 
not as weak now, as they were ſeven 
years agoe, nor doe they ftand at a ſtay, 
but goe forward in Chriſtianity; and 
hereupon the Apoſtle exhorteth the E+> 
pheſians, Chap. 4. 16. To ſpedk the tratb 
in love, that they may grow up into bim in 
all things which is the bead, even Chriſt: 


Implying, that men that enter inte t 
wayes of holineſſe, ought to grow on 


unto perfection in the fror of God b 
17. 9. And many ſetet meanes the 
Lord hath appointed for this end : the 
communion of Gods people tendeth 
hereto, Prov. 13. 20. He ibat 


with the wiſe, ſhall learn. wiſedeme? AI = 
the Ordinances of God are appointed 


for this end alſo,to beget and enereaſe 
Faith and holineſſe ; therefore a Chri- 
ſtian in the uſe 2 neſe Or C 
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| God; whereas otherwiſe, the hearts 


on in thoſe things wherein they defire 


Feſu Chriſt in them 3 this is many times 
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doth' vor fand at a Ray, but i Alk 
chrivinz and growing, and that not in 
his one ftrengeh, but in the ſtrengeii 
of Fe ſus Cbriſt, ſeeking for his accept. 
ance and help in every duty he goth 
about; and this is that the Apoſtle? 
doth exhort the Coboſfans unto, Chap. 
2. 6, 7. This ought Chriftians mainly 
to attend unto, that as you ſee the 
branch, the more juice it jucketh, the 
more fruicfull it is; fo alſo it beco- 
meth the people of God ro know, that 
the more need we ſtand in to be fruits 
fall, the more need we have to derive a 
continuall freſh ſupply from the Lord 
Feſus Chriſt ; that by his Spirit renew 
ing grace in us, we may be enlarged, 
and carried an end in the wayes of 


of Chriftians' would ſoon faile to goe 


to be growing up unto perfection. 

What is the reaſon-that ſo many ſer- 
vanti of God are not ſo lively in their 
profiſhon as they were wont to be ma- 
ny yeares agoe? Truly wee attend up- 
on Ordinances, but it is onely upon 
the outward act of them, and not upon 


wanting 


P 


us, the more full we are of any gift, 
the more full ſhall we be of our owne 


35 ah x 


ts] firengch, and conſequently. the leſſe 

e need ſhall we feele of Chriſt;; and if thi 

E de our conſtant frame, it will be a fad 
argument that our beſt ſapAification 

7 will not endure but fall away aeg 
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we be knit urito Chriſt by the Spirit of 
his grace ; for by all crue 1 yay bn 
we are the more knit unto. that. . 
ifany a ld 17 5 whether che 
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che grace of Chrift, that the more E. . 
receive from him, the mpre you ftand. - 
in need ot him; in ſo much that nog- © 
withſtanding all the gifts of the Spirit, 
there is not the ableſt Minifter of the + 
New Teſlament, but ( if his gifts flow * 
from the Spirit of Chriſt, and knit you 


unto Chriſt) you will finde as greas i 


need to cleave unto Chriſt, as ever you 
did the firft day when you came trem- 
bling into the Pulpit. If therefore wee 
feele our ſelves full, ſo that the more 
we have received, the more ſufficient © 
we are, and goe not about the duties 
we have in hand in feare & trembling, 
but in ſelfe- confidence, if this be our 
uſuall and conſtant practiſe, it is but 
counterfeit Chriſtianity ; I doe not ſay 
chat the gifts are counterfeit, for they 
are from the Spirit of God, and men 
may by them be very ſerviceable to 
Church and Common-weale, but this 
is certaine, that the ſtronger and the 
more 'your gifts are, if you ſit looſe 
from Chirift, che emptier your hearts 
are of him, But you will ſay, may not 
a Chriftian be full of himſelfe, and de- 
pend upon the ſtrength of his owne 
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that, for the beſt Chriſtians have ge e. 


aſtray in the exerciſe of their beſt giftaz _ 
and hereupon Abrabam hath been wants, 
ing in faith, Moſes in meeknes, Peter in 
courage,and Sarab in her D ; 
have been ſo apt to truſt upbn ch : 
graces of God, wherein they have moſt 
abounded, that they have principally _ 
failed therein: but this you (hall finde. 
that ( if they have been overtaken once 
or twice) as the burnt childe dreads 
the fire, ſo they grow to be more ſeq» 
ſible of their need of Chriſt, more fear- * 
full of departing from him, more care» - 
full to cleave unto him, that they mighe 
grow up in his Name unto all well 
pleafing in his ſight. If therefore there 
be a ſanctification that ſtandeth at a ſlay 
in any man, it is a great ſuſpition whe-. 2 
ther the gifts thereof flow from fello - 
ſhip wich Chriſt, or no; if giſts be crualy . 
ſpirituall, a man ſhall uſually growup 3 
in them, Habenti dabitur. Imploy them, 
and multiply them; but if you imploy 
the gifts you have received, in your 
owne ſtrengtbh, and you are nom 
of your owne ſanctification, truly this 
iz but frothy work, and doth not con- 
, vey 


45 


ſelſe, 
live or dye is his advantage. 


mend unto you touching your Chri- 
flian ſanctification. Thus we fee ſun · 


1 doctrine concerning the Covenant of 
. grace. There remaineth anocher thing 
| to be reſolved and cleered from the 
doctrine; for if God in the Covenant 
of his grace doe give himſelſe to be 4 
God to Abrabam, and to his ſeede, It is 

then to be enquired, How God the Fa- 
ther giveth himſelfe, and how the Son, 
and how the holy Ghoſt giveth him- 
ſclfe ; for theſe are the fundamentalls 
of the Covenant of grace, and neceſſa- 
ry to be opened for cleering the do- 

_ Rrineofit. / 

How God rhe Fatber doth giv@him-- 

ſelfe to be a God in Covenant to Abra-? 
bam, and to his ſeed, that is, to the 
faichfull ſeed of Abrabam. | 
All the Perſons in Trinity cancurre 


in works ad extra, in works upon the 
5 7 Crea- 


3 Bi e 3 FOE] HOY | 
Ap, Cotrons Treahſe” 

vey true nor lively nouriſhment any 
comfort; but the comfort and life 1 
to him that in his moſt ſpicituall gifts 


& beſt performances, is empty of him | 
and onely full of Feſus Cbriſt, to 


This is the Uſe which 1 would com- 


dry things have been cleered from this | 
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of. the New Covenant. 
Creature. They give themſelves by 
Threefold — or Act. oy PIT + 
1. The fi: ft Act of G. d is (having 

choſen us in his Sonne) He gave for 
his owne Sonne out ot his buſome for 
the redemption of Abrabam & bia ſeed ; 
that is the firſt and fundamencall of all 
the reſt that God deth put forth, or ay 
ny other Perſon in Trinity, forthe ap- 
plying of the Covenant unto the hearts 
of his people; And God in giving bis 
Sonne doth give himſelſe, Iſai. 9. 6. 
Job. 10. 30. & 1 Jeb. 2. 23. Rom. 5. &. 
Jeb. 3. 16. And as God giveth us his 
Sonne, ſo be giveth us all things elſe in bis 
Senne, Rom. 8. 32. So then this is the 
firſt and the great worke of God, that 
he hath given his Son out of his own 
boſome, to take our nature upon him, 
to Jead a miſerable life, and to dye a 
curſed death, and in him hath given all 
his Attributes, his mercy, and power 
unto the ſonnes of men; an un | 
ligne that God intendeth to give him - 
ſelfe in the Covenant of grace unto his 
r , when he giveth Jeſus Chris 

imſclfe in hat Covenant, as he dock 
exprefſely , Iſa 43. 6. where wee may 
ſee that God givech ther, even ay 
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DB God the Father giveth God the Sonne. 
Thus it is a gift of the Covenant that 
God giveth his Sonne to be the ſoun- 
dation of the Covenant, and the chieſe 
bleſting of it. And Cbap. 49. 8. He ſpeax- 
eth to the ſame purpoie. No man bath 
ſeene God at any time, (Joh. 1. 18.) nor 
can ſee him; nor will God the Father 
have immediate fellowſhip with any 
creature; but the onely begotten Sonne 
of the Father, the Lord hath given him 
that he might reveale him; Thus wee 
may perceive- that the Lord ii gratious 
and marvellous gracious in that he gi- 
veth us his Sonne, his deare Sonne, the 
ſecond Perſon in Trinity; and thus he 
faith co his Ele& ; I will be aGod wito 
thee, and give thee my Sonne that ſbal re- 
deeme thee out of all diſtreſſe and danger. 
Thus doth the Lord for his people, and 
- Itis a cleere evidence of his grace, and 
theweth that his love unto his people 
is beyond all banks and bottome; fof 1 
the Lord to give us his Sonne, and (hiv 
Sonne ſo foone as he was promiſed, his 
people ſaw him à farre of. Jeb. 8. 56. 
Tour faber Abrabam tejoyced to ſee my ay 
and be ſais it, and was glad. For when the | 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt was promifed — 2 
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him, Gen. 17. 16, 17. and the Lord had 


ſaid unto him, I will blefſe.Saraband - 


give thee a ſonne of her, yea I will-blefle 
her, &c. Then Abrabam fell upon his 
face and laughed ; be did rejoyce that 
the Lord would give him a Saviour aut 


of his loynes: how is could be brought 


to paſſe it may be he knew not, but by 
a ſpiric of Prophecy did he diſcerne is 


no doubt. This is the firſt warcke of 


God in giving himſelſe by Covenant, 


and this was done long agoe befare we 


were borne; he gave him iu his eternall 
counſell when he did eleſt us in him: 
he. gave him when he ſent him into the 
world. But this is more when 


2. He giveth us unto his Chriſt by. 


Covenant , and draweth us unta bim, 
and giveth Cbriſ unte us alſe. And, chis 
grace of, God cometh neerer us; the - 
ther did leave us like lambs in 2 large 
paſture, but now ag He giveth us unt 
Chrift, ſo he giveth him unto us, and 
both in preſent poſſeſſion. And this the 
Father doch, Job, 6. 44. for. 1 way 


CAith Chriſt ) can come to me, except the * 


Father. which: hath ſent me om 


of the Faber cab unto. me. New whos i 
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| kinde' of hearing and learning of the 
Father, is a ftrange kinde of learnivg 1 
which the Lord Teacheth the ſoule by 
ben he draweth him unto Chriſt, 
an effectuall Teaching and powerful!; MW 
1 Cer. 1. 9. This is your effeuall cals FW: 


ling; and this is the Lords giving us 
unto his Sonne, Fobn 6. 37. All this is 
properly the worke of the Father; 
Men are faid to be well given when © 
they give themſelves to their bookes, 
to their works, and buſineſſe, but this 
we may well ſay, that we are indeed 
well given when the Lord giveth us 
unto his Sonne; for otherwiſe we are 
but in an ill ſtate, which way ſoever we 
are given. | 4 
If you ſhall _ „ How the Father 
giveth us, and calleth us, and draweth 
us into fellowſhip with his Sonne? 
( for they are Scripture-phraſes, and 
all of them of like value in Seripture- 
ſenſe.) "3 $4459 4 
In a word, The Lord dratreth us 
anto his Sonne by his Spirit, and cal- 
leth, us as by his word, fo by his Spirit 
alſo, and givegh us by his word an 
Spirit anto Jeſus Chriſt In this thing 
I thall ſpeake no more unto you — 
. f k » aq - 
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what you have often heard, and I ſ 
poſe long agoe received; As chac eh 
Lord callech his pcople out of their 
finnes by the light of che Law, and by 
the Spirit of bondage; he ſetteth home 
the Law effectually unto the ſoule, and 
thereby draweth us from fin and from 
the world in ſome meaſure , that we A 
have now no minde to thoſe things > 
which befare we were full of delight . 
in, whether they be finnes againfl the "% 
I-, or ſinnes againſt the Goſpell: * 
js the Lords uſuall — 4 2 
rie to ſet home finnes 
fo much that thereby we come to — 
afflicted with ſome kinde of 
and feare and torment about our fpirl- - 
tuall eſtate. And thus it was with Saut 
( who afterwards was Pail ) Ads 9. 3, 
4, 5, 6- when Chrift called unto him 
out of heaven, and challenged and oon 
vinced him of ſinne, he all .cremblii 
and aftoniſhed ſaid, Lord, what wilt thou 
7F have mee to dee ? So it was with the Fay-" 
br, Ad 16. 29. Aſter the Lord had 
' Y ſhaken his heart with an earth · quae 
6 which wager ogra yrs 
ratification: of it, 22 
mn 1 are) he cid fo ra «lik 2 
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ng in, and came trembling to Paul aud 


Silas,, Thus the Lord draweth men out 


of themſelves, and their ſinſull wayeg | 
by a ſpirit of bondage, whereby the 


are convinced of ſinne, and deſert of 
Gods wratb, are greatly and deeply af- 
flicted with feare : concerning which 


the Apoſtle Paul ſaith, 2 Tam. 1-7. God 
bath not given us the Spirit of feare (or 
bondage) hut of power, of love, and of a: | 


ſeund mind, &c. Such feare alſo the A- 
poſtle Fobs ſpeaketh of, 1 Job. 4. 18; 


when he ſaith, Perfe& love caſteth out 
feare, for feare bath tormient;which com- 
meth from the ſenſe of a mans eftate 5 


whereby he is forced co cry out many 
times, and to ſay,woe worth my ſoule, 
thay ever I was borne, for the Lord 
cauſeth me to poſſeſſe all my finnes, 
and preſſeth me downe to the nether- 


moſt hell. This is one worke of the 
Spirit of bondage, by which the Lord 


drawith the ſoule out of it ſelfe and 


 finnes, though of ic ſelſe the fpirit o 
feare gocth no further than to ſhake a 


mans carnall confidence; which: ĩs ac. 
companyed with Anguiſh and or- 
as E201; 59342 e © ng s. 
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- Befides=this Spirit of Bondage, the 
Lord hack another work, which ia cab 
led a Spirit of Burning, Mal. 4- 1. The 
day cometh, Sto. This is a Spirit of burn- 
ing; let us ſpealè unto ic alice le the 
prophet faith; Tr [bill feave bem neither 
root nor branch. Thete Ne two things 
in the root. i Dug 277 2 210 
E 1. The firft is the Roste of AbriDams 
'] Covenait, which this people mach tru- 
ſed upon ; and cht is it of which Jobs 
Baptiſt ſpeaketh; N the axe ir lejd io | 
the rote of the Tree; 8c; and this te 3 
ſpake (Mat. 3. 9) feet he had ſaſd, A 
Tbinke at to ſay within your your ſelves, 7 
Wee bade Abrabam to" ol father, verſi $. 
So chat al] the conſidende chat they had 
in Abrabuams Covenants und Temple and 
Tabernatle, and ſuck ching, is burut up; 
and ſo chey have no rte left hart to 
ſtand upon. And chis None thing 10s 
whded by de Rote. Bure 1 
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Adi 2.37. doe cry out when they were 


der, and to the; reſt of the Apofiler, 
92 


cut off hereby from all the confidences 
that we have in our owne ſufficiency 3 
when once the Lord intendeth to bring 
a ſoule unto himſelfe; ſor there is an 
uſuall preſidence that we have in our 
owne ſtate, though the Lord have cut 
us off from hope in the righteouſneſſe 
of our parents, and from boaſting of 
bis Ordinances, yet we thinke there is 
ſome power ſtill left us, and therefore 
we hope and will ſeeke in our owne 
ſtrength, that the Lord may reveale 
himſeſfe to us in mercy and peace; but 
when the Lord cometh neerer unto us, 
he will ſhew us how unable we are to 
take up the leaſt good reſolution; we 


. ſhall finde our ſelves, like bruiſed reeds 


unable to hold up our heads; for Chriſt 
eame to ſeeke and to ſave that which 
was oft, ſo that Chriſt will not declare 
himſelfe to ſeeke us untill we be loſt, 
and therefore he ſaith, Math. 16. 24, 
If any-man will come after me, let bim deny 
Bim ſelſe, and folow me; And according 
hereunto is is that thoſe convert 


pricked. in their heart, and ſaid nato 
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that came unto 
were like bruiſed reeds that could not 
hold up their heads, for the Lord in 
this caſe bruiſeth them, & layeth them 


low, that they ſee no more hope of 


mercy,nor likelihood that God ſhould 
ſhew them any hope. Thus doth the 
Lord burze up the Root of Abrabams Co. 
wvenant wherein men trutt;and the Roote 
of all our ſelfe- ſufficiency , that now wee 
find our ſelves dryed up & our ſtrength 


conſumed, that now we are not able 


to thinke as of our ſelves a good 
though. Ef *r 
And againe the Lord by this ſpirit of 
burning doth burne up all our branches 
alſo, how faire and greene ſoever they 
have been; All our faftings, and humi- 
liations, and almfſdeeds, and prayers, 
ſuch things as the Phariſces much how 
ſted in, Math. 6. 1, 2, 3. Kc. but theſt 
things are all burnt up. The fruit of 
bondage worketh unto feare; and now 
all the hope is that a man ſetteth upon 
reformation ; but if the Lord love's 
mans ſoule, he will not let him ſtay 
there, but goeth farther with him, und 
fheweth him ww prayers and faft- 
4/8 . 3 5 8 
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Hence It is alſo chat me pobre Toulth 
am Chriſt, Matb. 2. 48. 
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though che Law cannot = als 1127 it 
Ly not, | muſt ger me unto ſeſus Chriſt, 
ly hold upon bim for falvarions 
| wereto be had by faith in Jeſus 
Wh if once ws can lay hold 580 
I and nothing elſe wert x6 
Hut faith in Chrift,and thereby my — 
igg hold ypan bim;l fee plaiply (faith 
a man in chis gaſe M hat there is no hope 
in me, as bath been rightly obſarved, 
and. therefore Jiegruft upon 7e (us. Gbrift, 
and give up my ſelfe to him: hut pow 
il the Lordi que thy ſoule, he will not 
fer thee there t reſt, he will not leavr 
55 thee {o,, 7 59 22 1775 wor 
-comeſt thou by tazch i inn 
Eo rogkeſt ĩt up of KY one 
ac591d.. tbou choughacft all, thy gifts 
af duties ware in vaine, anc ee 
now thou wilt heljerę in Jeſus Chrift : 
Pat a cafie a MHH? Can, any, man | 
Rn unto. Chr it 194 che Father 
caw him ] And js tby faith any mpre 
than a reſolution of chipe away, be 
Wa waſt convinced of the emptineſſe 
\thine / on of and ken 


01 25 C 


»*S we Sv» "TW OW .H 


1 ”Y 


of 
& 
5 
2 
, 
z 
3 
n 
1 
1 
E 
, 
7 
t 
- 


When this ſpirit of burning hath blu 
fed this thy faith alſo, and that by che 
cleere evidence of the Goſpel put upon 
ic. Now faith the ſoule, I fee that I am 
not in Chrift, though I ſaid that I 
would truſt in Chriſt, yet I ſee, it is 
not every one that faith, Lord; Lori, 
ſhall enter into the kingdome of :heaven. 
Now I ſee ic is not my faich (fuck: a 
Falch as mine is) that will reach Jeſus 
Chriſt; icjs not a faith of my own un- 
dertaking that will ſerve the turne. 
I ſcenow Chrift alone muſt werke this 
great worke in me, and Chriſt in the 
way of his owne Ordinances, therefore 
I muſt locke for it in his word; and 
in the fellowſhip of: the Sacraments 3 
therefore I will look up unto the Lord 
in all theſe, and waite for him, and ſeek 
him therein: And I hope I can ſerke 
and waite in that ey, though Lcan 
do nothing elſe, and ſo the poore ſoule 
maketh account that in time he ſhall 
finds Chriſt in the Ordinances, and ſs 
hammerech out a, faith from thence, 
and therein. bleſſeth himſelſe. Now 
( minde you) the Spirit of God (when 
hong hs Hate: — 
che ſoule t y ; to- Jeſus 
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|. Cliriſt) will burne up all thy con“ 
if 1 dence; for if thy ſoule be not utterly - 
loft, ſo long as it hath any roote, or 
wer in it ſelſe, it is not come to an 
utter ſelfe-deniall ; though I cannot 
worke | will believe, and if I cannot 
believe, I can waite that | may believe, 
and ſo here is fill the old roote of A- 
dam left alive in us, whereby men ſeeke 
to eftabliſh their owne righteouſnefle, , 
This old roote putteth forth it ſelſe, 
and will not ſuffer the ſoule to be 
wholly from Chriſt and for Chriſt «- 
lone, and all becauſe there is a ſprigge 
of Adam left in the ſoule; whence it is, 
that the ſoule is marvellouſly apt to 
have hope and confidence more or leſſe 
from ſome vertue or power in himſelſe, 
therefore its no ſmall matter to be cut 
off rom Adam; thats contrary to na- 
ture; As ſaith the Apoſtle, Rom. 1 1. 24. 
this is a marvellous ſtrong work, when 
the Spirit of God comes to a@ things 
contrary to nature; for nature is fully 
poſſeſſed, that what God commandech, 
I am able to doe it: nature will not be 
pertwaded to the contrary; If I heare 
God command anything, I will doe it 
( faich a carnall heart) and if —_— 
y : OC 
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do it, I will believe, and If I cannot be- 
lieve I will waice, and I can waite that 
I may believe; this is flill but nature ; 
Now when the Lord cometh indeed to 
ingraffe ug into Jeſus Chrift, chis Is 


| quite contrary to nature, Why, where-- 


in is it ſo contrary? | anſwer, whereas 
nature is active for ic ſelfe, now it co- 
meth to paſſe, that whereas a ſoul hath 
been ſtirring and bufie in his 9wne 
ftrength,ac length the Spicic of God. by 
the mighty power of his grace, being 
ſhed abroad into the ſoule, doth burn 
up root and branch, not onely the root 
of Abrabam / Covenant, but all the fat- 
neſſe of the root of the Wild Olive, by 


which weure fat and lively to all ſpi- | 


rituall work in our owne apprehenfi- 
ons; ſo that we work in our owne 
ſtrength, untill the Lord come and cut 
us quite down, and make us to feet that 
there is not the leaſt good thought, a8 
of our ſelves, and cherefore unleſſe the 
Lord be wonderfully gratious unto us, 
we cannot be ſaved, till ic come unto 


this, the ſoule is not fir for Jeſus Chriſt. 
Thus the Spirit of God may worke +. - 


powerfully in the hearts of men, and 
burn up their root and branch,and this 
: 3 1 
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a ſpirit of burnin ma doe, d . 5 
lens che ſoule mer ae” fo 
on for ouglit I know, and ſuch as may. 
ny a ſoule may be in, and yet never 
come to enjoy ſaving fellowſhip wich 
Jeſus Chrift.z therefore as this is ong 
arm of God ſtretched forth for the ſal. 
vation of his people, when he draweth 
them out of themſelves, by a Spirit 
Of 3 Bondage 2 towards Chriſt: So 
e Burning | 65 
2 There is a further work of God 
in drawing us home chroughly and ef+ 
ſectually to Jeſus Chrift, when he gi- 
veth the Spirit of Adoption, which 
reacheth beyond all the former work 
he hath cut us off from ourſelves, and 
now we ſtand in a ſtate quite conara» 
ry to nature, and if any ſaving work 
be wrought in us, it is quite contrary 
to nature; if any thing fall upon the 
heart and ſoule of a man, to bring his 
will to this paſſe, to lye downe av 
Gods feet, that he knoweth not what 
to doe, and yet whatſoever. the Lord 
calleth him unto, be is willing, if is 
were poſſible to be doneghe would run 
through fire and water to doe it: but 
be findeth himſelfe unable to doe any 
CE thing, 
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thing, and no he will tell 
believe; is as, impoſlible for him as 10 
build a world: why 6 then bi wait, 
waicc ? faith be, I, Ei I 
ang if 1 ſeek the Lord, I e. fi 
him, and] ſee others of C e 
wrought upon gratiouſly,, but 
hearted I, nothing will Ne pon me 
now in ſuch a caſe as this, the Spirit 
of. God cometh into the heart of g 
Chriftian, and taketh poſſeſſion of the 
ſoule for Jeſus Chriſt, and fo draweth 
the ſoule to Chriſt, and maketh ic there 
to ſlay, and there to lye dowp, and to 
be willing to be drawne, yet. necrer 
ngerer unto Chriſt, and to be ale 
end hy him, to take all from him, & to 
give all the glory to him. This! iris 
of Adoption doth give a a Songy 
like frame tg: lye proſtrate at bia Ear 
thera will like unco the:Prodigall Sons 
Lahe 15. W 7 who when he came 
10 himſelfa,: aud law ho wont 3 he 
was to provide for himſelſe, and how 
unworthy he was the his Fache 
ſhould doe any ching for him, he came 
and lay downeat. the fe oi his F —— 
for he is unable and unworthy of any 


ue. Now, chis looping ef hear 


unto 


au (bas to 


iss A. Cottons Treatyſe.” ', 3 
| unto God, and yielding unto him to 
doe with us as ſeemeth good in his own. 


eyes, is ſuch a proftration of the heart, 


wherein the Lord hath taken poſſeſſion 


of the ſoule, that now a man is led un- 
to fellowſhip with Chrift, that there is 


None in Heaven bat bim, none in the earth. 


in compariſon of bim that the ſoule defireth 
after; and now a man waiteth upon 
Chriſt co ſee what he will doe for him; 
and though he cannot tell you that he 
waiteth, yet he doth waite, that he may 
be helped of God, to depend upon him. 
Thus he receiverh all from Chriſt, and 
giveth all unto him. This is the Fa- 
thers drawing of the ſoule, which is ex- 
pounded to be the bearing and learning of 
the Father, of which Fobn ſpeaketh, cb. 
W. 45. He that bath beard and learned of 
the Father, comeib unto me; which is, 
when the Lord hath drawne the ſoule 
out of his naturall corruptions, legall 
reformations, pretences of Faith, and 
waiting upon Chriſt in his owne 
ſtrength for Faith, if it be wanting: 
Then when the ſoul doth lie at his feet 
to be diſpoſed of according to the will 
of God, and is in ſome meaſure ſubje& 
unto the Lord, though not nan, 
. | e 
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he could defire ;and therefore now tus 
ſoule doth not content or bleſſe him - 
ſelfe in any gifts or works of bis own, 
but yieldeth himſclfe humbly co the 
Lord, to work in him both will and 
deed of his owne good pleaſure, and to 
teach him how to ſeek, and waite, and 
believe, and lang afcer Jeſus Chrift, 
theſe things he waiceth for: _— 
untill he be thus taught of God, the 
ſoule will alwayes think that be can 
doe ſomething;and is not able co come 
out of himſelf to utter denyall of hime - 
ſelſe 3 but if any man will come unto 


Chrift, he muſt deny bimſelfe, even all 
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his owne gifts, and parts, and good 


works whatſoever ; for a man is never 
utterly denyed, untill there benothing 
left of which a man can ſay, This i am 
able to doe, or this is an hopefull 
thing in me; and when it cometh to 
this paſſe, then will the ſoule lie down 
at the will of God, and acknow}edge, 
that if che Lord would never ſhew him 


Mercy, juſt and righceous are his judges 


ofa; Chriſtian are convinced of theſe 
; a2 well as; —_—_— 
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ments, Now when the ſoule and wil! 


\ +» - ſome word of Promiſe of the Go 


N Cotton Treatiſe 
that he may be able to waite and ſeek 
the Lord, as he doth for any other good 
thing from the Lord, he waiteth now 
upon the Lord for a poor ſpirit, and 
cannot perke up himſelſe, no more then 
a bruiſed Reed can doe. Thus when it 
eometh unto ſaving work, the will and 
foule of a man is ſo caft downe, that « 
man cannot tell what to make of him- 
ſelfe, bue there he Iieth to fee what the 
Lord will doe with him, whether he 
will reach ſorth the hand of ſalvation! 

unto him or no. In this caſe the ſoule 
is left utterly void, and hath in himſelf 


neither root nor branch; but ſeeth how 


unable he is in himfelfe to beleeve or 
waite; nor can he tell whether Jefus 
Chriſt be his portion, and now doth 
the Lord take poſſeſſion, and fill the 
empty ſoule. 

If you ask me how this ſptric cometh 
into the ſoule to make itchus to ſtoop 
unto Chrift? 

Tou ſhall find chat the Lord uferh 
to convey himfelfe whtb' che ſoule in 


that ſhewech unto e he ſoule _ — 
A the grace of G 


* 


temeching or bst "i W 


of the. New Covenant. 


Chriſt. This word being taught im te 


publick Miniftry of the word, op 
brought to remembrance in ſome ſpi- 
rituall duty, as Prayer, or Conference, 
or the like, (for Iwill not limit the 
Holy One of Iſrael) yet uſually is is 
done in the Miniſtry of the Goſpel;and 
though the Lord doth not limit him- 
felfe, yet he doth limit us to attend 

on the means which he uſually — 
eth by ; but wWhatſoever the way be, 
this js the manner of Gods working, 
he doth univerſally come into the foul 
in ſome word or other of his graces 
as for inſtance, that in 2 Cor. 5. 19. or 
that in 1 Tim. 1. 16. lu ſome ſuch word 
of hie grace he cometh and putteth life 
into the ſoule, and maketh it ſomwhat 
quiet, and cauſeth it to ſes that there is 
hope in Iſrael, and the Lord is able, and. 
there is riches enough in Ghriſt co ſave 

me. By ſuch-kind of Work it is the 

the Lord bringeth the ſoules of his ſer- 

vants effectually to-Chrift, and now 

hath God the Father given us unto 

him, and untill now thou never 


unto him fa: © This is the { ay 


Ad whereby God the Father girech 


bimfelfe unte the ſou ls 
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The third a& or work followeth *® 
both cheſe, as ſoone as ever the Lord 
hath given this ſelfe-denying ſpirit un- 
to the ſoule, and hath made it like un- 
to a bruiſed Reed, or like a Traveller 
that is out of his way, and willing to 
take any man by the hand that will 
lead him into his way againe; when 
the ſoule is in ſuch a frame, the Lord 
cometh with a third act of Reconcile- 
ment. The firſt work was of Convifti= 7 
on, the ſecond of Proftration, the third 
of Reconcilietion. This is the third work 

of the Father, though there is in all 
theſe works a concurrence ofthe whole 
Trinity, yet ſome are more proper unto ;} 
each Perſon, as our Catechiſmes teach 
us,and we are not wont to ſcruple ſuch {1 
expreſſions in them. God the Father 
created us, and we cannot expound iti 


but as God the Father created us at the 


firft,ſo he dothagain create you, or elſe - 


if we acknowledg it in the one, and not 


in the other, we do wrong unto God 


even to the Father, Well, he is chen re- 


gonciled unto us, having given unte 


us the Spirit of his Son; & now he dock 


pronounce us reconciled unto him, ches 


is the work which is ſpoken of Nn, g. 
% ; 80. 
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10. and this is the wp ik of Golf th 
Father, according to e as before 
alledged, 2 Cor. 5. 19. God war bn 
reconciling the world, & c. Nom there 
are two as of God as fruits thax fol 
lou hereupon, and both of them done 
at once upon the ſoule. 


1 The ficſt Is Adoption, whereby he - 


makech us bis Chllires, as Gal. 2 
6. & Jobn 1. 12. So that now we 
the Bretbren of Chriſt, and the Sony of 


the Eternall God; Advption is 
ly the work of the Fat ers tellin 


bei 8 the naturall Son of God, we muſt 


knit unto kim, before we can be ag- * 
N Sons. 
2 The ſecond Is Lecken, Rom. 
33 34 4. This is t athers work 
oo 1 is principally attributed unto 
him to forgive our Iniquities, and to 
make reconciliation in Chrifl Ieſus. 
And look ag is is in dur nat Be- 
ing, ſo ſoon as ever we have recetved 
naturall life from Adam, we become 
the Sons of Adam, and his fin is 
ted unto us: fo it i in che new 
as ſoo as eee rhe lie of Cin th 
abroad into out fo ſoon are we 
Helret of Chris, 30 ee 
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ol che ſecond Adam is imputed unto us 


ri6w to our Juſtification, as che "fn of 


Adavi before was to our Condemaa- a? 


tion. 

The Doctrine it ſelſe ia but an UIſe, 
but deſire that we may all of us apply 
It unto our ſelves. It will be a help to 
ut for our Inſtruction, to Teach us how, 
"ie came to ſaving fellowſhip with 
God in Jeſus Chritt, and wherein Iieth 


our ſpirituall union wich Chriſt, and 
"how it is wrougbt and obtained z, and 


this is neceſſary, for as ii hach been ob- 
leryed by others, ſo we may now ga · 
« ther it from what we have heard, that 


ere be 4 forts of men that fall ſtore : 


of this union with Chrift, 
1 You have ſome that bleſſe them · 


ſelves in their naturall eſtate, it may be 
they are rich, TY honourable among 


mea 2 well, they bleſſe themſelves in 
that eſtate, and will never gos any fur- 
ther, 

2 There is another ſort that are con · 


vinced of the danger of their naturall 
elate,they dare not ref i lere, aud here · 


the upan Reſor mation: 
and 10 to duties ation, and 
on like, whereint f Nad they 
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con- 
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much comfort 286 doth" ſatisſie them: 


And indeed God doth comfort men 

in their /Retormations, for God will 
have no man lute by him, Mat. 6. 2, . 
H, poci ites have their reward for their 
Alus and tor their Prayers, Herod when 
he heard John, reformed many things, and 
beard bim gladly, Mark G. 20. Here was 
2 great change, and duubilefſe much 
comfort in tat gladneſſe, yet theſe 
men never had the work of God the 
Father, io burn up all that they had re- 
ceived by any ftrengrh of theicowne. 

3 A third ſort goc a ftep beyond 
thele, they have been convinoed thist 
they went forth © w' Reformation in 
their one firength? they plainly fee 
it, and diſcerne ie,” and therefore they 
know that it js impoſſible to be ſaved 
by the tighieouſneſſe of the Law, and 
that it is not of works, neither of one 
kind, nor of andt fer they are convin- 
ced that Faith onely muſt doe the deed, 
and upon this ground they will take 


up Faith to believe in Chriſt for falvas 


tion, and that Falth/which formerly 
— pitched upon thelr good du- 


they wilknow 1 upon "On 
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but Rill ic is the ſame Faith,for the root 
is not yet burax up, the old co 

fill remaineth in them, and ſo here is 
your old faith Rill tranſlated from one 
object to another; it was faſtned before 
upon your duties and reformations, 


and now upon Chrift (though by crea-- 


ture- ſirength) and now a man is ready 
to plead and ſay, If God had not loved 
me, he would never have ſex me upon 
ſuch reformations, nor have enlarged 
me with ſuch comforts, if he had not 
been well pleaſed with me in Jeſus 
Chrift. And though I have been ſome- 
times burnt up touching my hope in 
reformation, yet I have Lr my 


Faith to Jeſus Chriſt; but how came 


you to doe that? Why, I ſaw my hopes 
in my owne reformation would not 
ſerve my turne, and therefore I believed 
in Jeſus Chrift, and now ſhall nothing 
draw me from him, nor pull me from 
my confidence, for I have built upon 
ſome word of God, and ſome Promiſe 
| of his made unto ſuch reformation as 
I have ſet upon, and is not this true 
Faith in Jeſus Chriſt ? This is far 
true Faith, it is no other firong 
fallacy whereby the Devil doth cheat 


men, 


— 


men, and in truth chis Faith is bus a 
Faith of a mans owne making (chat 
I may ſo ſpeak) it is no more than a 
ſpirit of Burning at the beft, that hath 
burnt up his confidence in his owne 
works, and taught him to reſolve in 
his judgment to believe on Jeſus Chriſl. 
4 There is a fourth ſort alſo that 
fall far ſhore of Chriſt too, and yet goe 
beyond all theſe; they goe beyond 
works, and beyond this Faith alſo web 
we have ſpoken of, which was not a 
lively Faich in Chrift whereby we are 
juſtified, but men juftifie themſelves by 
ir, God doth not juſtiſie them. Now 
this fourth ſort come plainly to ſee 
that their Faith is ſhaken, and they dare 
not look God in the face, to juſtific the 
truth of their Faith before him; it is 
true, many an heavenly ſpirited man 
cannot tell what will become of him, 
nor can he tell whether his Faith be 
ſound, but many an Hypocrite al ſo is 
ſo far convinced, that he cannot tell 
what will-become of him, nor can he 
ſay that his Faith is right, nor that he 
is able to believe: What ſaich che ſoule 
nom in ſuch a cafe 1 this? He will 
fay, I ſee it is not my Reformagion,nor 
O3 my 
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the Lord many times bringech che (ouls 


bim? Hath he not ſaid that all they are 
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is ĩt 1 | ſee chat r now l muſt wanne 
upon Chriſt that | may believe, and un- 
to him I muſt ſeek for helpe. Is not this 
ſoule i in a ſtate ot Everlaſting tellowſnip 
with Chriſt? Truly this is that which 


of his Servancs unto, but he leaveth 
them hot there, if be mean to doe him 
good; for I would £xamine again, how 
cameſt thou to waite upon Jeſus Chr iſtꝰ 
thou haſt beten driven out of coi ceit of 
thy former Faith, and ſo haſt be: n or · 
ced, and haft ſcen a neceſſity io wait up - 
on Chriſt for Faich, or «Ie thou cauſt 
not believe; force of Argument hath 
conſtrained thec ihu: far; it thou haſt 
taken up a courſe ot waiting oncly up- 
pn this ground, here is a ſpark of od 
Adam ſtill kept alive in thee :, Thou art 
able to ſeck and wait upon Chr iſt, and 
ba I: cannot promiſe thee that thou \ 


aft any part or portion in him. But a 
oule will ſay, Halb not the Lord made 
gratious Promiſes to all thoſe that ſeeke for 


bleſſed that wile for him? Iſa. 30, 18. 
And am not ] wrapped up herchy: ĩn a 
pundl of grace mip peace? Mingyou, - 


there 
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chere is no promiſe of life tnaderortioſe 
that wait ie {eek in theirownfitengeh, 
who being driven to it, have taken it up 
by their. own reſolutions; though I grant 
it is true, that every one that 

for, and ſeeketh the Lord aright, is dri- 
ven unto it by the Lord, yet if ever the 
Lord mean to ſave you, he will rend, a 
it were the caule from the heart, i mean 


he ĩs moſt righteoſ 
God.comerh zs a Gmlorte 

this manner convince the foul ofemats - 
chatihe hath heretofore hung upon dnn 
reformations for hape & comfart, ptit 
now, he is brought plainly to ſac and 
flatly to deny, chat he hath ſo muchas 
one drop oſ the ſatnes of the true Olive 
tree in him, when he moſt truſted unt 
his own excellencles. Now a man being 


thus farbrought on,doth not only de- 
„„ 


oy 
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ny himſelſe in his judgemena, bus in hi 
will, and is ready to ſay as Dial ſon 
times did, If tbe Lord 0 be bath no ple 
ſure in me, bere I am, let him doe umo me as} 
ſeemeth bim good. The Lord is righteous 
in * that cometh upon me: this onely 
the ſoul bath for his ſupport in ſuch. 
caſe, the Lord is able to doe all forn 
char I Rand! in need of: If he ſhew me nc 
mercy, he is juſt, if he be gratious I ſhall 
live to praiſe him. Now when a mans 
will is thus ſubdued, that hei hath no 
will ol his owne to b guided by, bu 
onely the will of God; this is true bro + 
kenneſſe of heart, when not onely the 


judgement, but the heart and will is 


broken. The ſoule ng thus — 
ced, that neither his worki 1 ieving, nor 
itin ere as of 2 "how dae 
Nin D rhete id do mercy that he can 
— fi of his owne 3 5 
— — * A 
of Gods free love, and ta poſſeſſion of the 
4 then the ſoule beginneih — 
= eſus Chriſt, and nothing in Heayen bpt him, 
"the Earth befides him.” The ſoule being 
— ht upon. beginneth to put forth it 
— the Lord Jeſus, but the Holy Ghoſt 
kaying taken poſſeſſion before, helpeth our ini. 
wes, Rom. 8, 26, 27:-He alone pf denn 
and no other. | f 
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